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LESSON AIM

KEY VERSE

ITEMS NEEDED

DECLARATION
OF FAITH

To understand why Jesus instructed His followers to observe Holy
Communion.

“... This is My body which is given for you; do this in remembrance of Me.” Luke
22:19%

Omne or two pizza slices for each person

Pholocopies of the Affirmution Cards (inuster provided)
Bibles, paper, pens or pencils

\\/

e believe in the commemoration and observing of the Lord’s supper
by the sacred use of the broken bread, a metaphor of the Bread of Life,
Jesus Christ, whose body was broken for us; and by the juice of the vine,
a symbol to remind the participant of the shed blood of Jesus who is the
true Vine of which His children are the branches. This ordinance is as
a glorious rainbow that spans the gulf of the years between Calvary and
the coming of the Lord, when in the Father’s kingdom, He will partake
anew with His children; and that the serving and receiving of this blessed
sacrament should be ever preceded by the most solemn heart-searching,
gelf-examination, forgivenhess and love toward all men, that nohe partake

unworthily and drink condemnation to his own _ 1
SO11l.

INVESTIGATION Fhotocopy the Affirmation Cards and separate them. As the kids arrive

give each person an Affirmation Card and tell them to read it and look up
the scriphiure verse written on the card. You will come back fo these cards
luter in the lesson. When it is time to begin the group time, let the kids eat
their pizza and talk with each other about their Affirmation Card and the
relaled scviplure verse. Il may seem slrange, bul do wol give a card [o the

kids who arrive late. You will see why as you keep reading.



GROUP Let the kids take a few minutes to share their thoughts and feelings about
their Affirmation Cards as they cat their pizza. Then, on anothey sheei of

INTERACTION paper, have each person write down the name of a close familymemhber
or friend they do not see often or who has passed away. Now have Hiem

“Do You Remember?”  write down some of the times they vemember that verson. Ask the
following questions:

« Are there special days thal you remember them most?
* Do cerlain ackivities vemind you of them ? $
* Do you have a special ilewn ot keepsake that they wavs
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INSTRUCTION disappointed yfothcnjmgutyuu? {(Your bzrthdrw unil Lhnstmzi ) How
TIME would you feelif someone forgol these specual days? Would y 1t feelings
be hurtif the clevk al the grocery slore forgol, o the guy running the gus
station? Probably nol. But if those who know you and love you w
ignore you on these special days, you maght be upset,
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Everyone wants to be remembered, eapcurzllyfm thc good tkmgb they do.
This 1s why Jesus made vur remembering Him so simple. He did not ask us
to visit a distant mountain-top shrine or to accomplish o dlﬁuuft tusk. Jesus
told His disciples to remember Him as they ate and dronk. There is nothing
more common than eating and dvinking. In fact, theye is nothing easier to
do. Ifwe would care to think of it this way, every meal could be a time of

remembering Him,
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The wight be fore Jesus was crucified, He shared the Passover Meal with His
disciples. The Pussover Feastbegan as a celebration of God's deliverunce
from the “death angel” the Hebwew people weve raptives living in Egypt.
Part of the Passover celebration involoed eating food that was common.

It may have been as common as ealing pizza is for us. Jesus was aboul lo
take this very common food (bread and wine) and tun it inko a'special
remembrance for the rest of Hime. He was about to tuke the simple practice
of eating and drinking and turn it into a way for us to fell Jesusthank you
for giving His life in exchange for our 5. :
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Jestis sacrificed His own life so we could be saved from sin and eternal
separation from God. Without this sacrifice, we would have no hope of
eternal life. We remember the sacrifice of Jesus with Holy Communion.
On the night be fore His crucifixion He ule dinner with His disciples.
During the meal He begun to tell them about His sucrifice on the cross.
They did not fully understand what He was talking about. They did not
agree wilh Hiom thal His dealh was aboul lo happen. They thought they
could protect Him and keep His death frowm laking place. Jesus tried to
feach them thal He had to die in ovdey for people to once ugain have
fellow ship with God.

While they were cating, Jesus took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave 1t to
His disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is My body.” Then He took the cup, gave
thanks, and offered it to them, saying “"Drink from it, all of yoi:. This is My blood
of the new covenuant, which is poured out for muny for the forgiveness of sins.”
Matthew 26:26-28)

]csus smd, do ﬂuq in Wmcmbmme of ’\If " When we nmcmbm His
sacrificz, we also remember the result of that sacrifice - fellow ship,
Communion celebrales our fellowship with God and with one anolher.
There is fellowship through eating and drinkong with one another thal is
notexperienced by simnply talking. Thus, us we eat and drink in His
presence we find a closeness which is not possible in any other way.

Partaking of communion is considered an ordinance, fthat is, a sacred
observance or practice. Theve are only two such ordinances (ceremonies,
rules, or procedures) taught in the New Testament by Christ and the
apostles: Water Buptism :m:i the Lovd’s Supper.

2 different names we use when veferrmeg lo the bread and

Elements i s : :
: the mice of which we partake durving communion.

@ sdered observdnee or praclice; Jesus estublished o

ordmances for Chrislians to obseroe: Waler Bi plism and

Commudion,

Communion i sharing of thoughts or feelings,
a4 religious oy spivitual fellowship.

Bread of Lle fesus, the Une Who sustuing us.

to declare the bruth; b vulify or confirnt.

Appreciali:fe to palue highly: to be fullly aware of to be thankful for.




TAKING HOME
THE TRUTH

ALTERNATE
ACTIVITIES

Communion:
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Now ask the kids to look at the Affirmation Cards they were given as
they arrived. Ask the kids if they had any feelings about being affirmed
and appreciated. What were those feelings? Wus unyone left out? Did
someone arrive late and not receive an affirmation card? How did they
feelwhen they vealized that the olher kids were apprecialed n this way
and they had been missed?

Help the kids see the importance of remembering Jesus and the work He
accomplished for vur eternal salvation. Ask the following guestions fo
conclude the lesson:

*« How often do you think of Jesus and whal He has done for you?
» Is theve something we can do to remind us of His special love ?

Let’s take a look at 1 Corinthians 11:17-34. This passage addresses the
danger of taking Holy Cowmmunion “in an unworthy manner” (v.27),
Jesus used common elements to make Communion easy for people.
The problem began when people became too comfortable. It became
a meaningless obseroance to many of the Corinthians - just a time fo

eal and drink.

Others took commumnion and did not understand what and why they
were doing it. The purpose of communion is fo remember Jesus’ death
and o express thanksgiving and praise for whal He did. Communion
has no meaning for people who do not know Jesus as personal Savior
and unbelievers should not participate tn Holy Commmunion.

Holy Communion is an important time for all belizvers. It is a joyful
celebration of our deliverance from sin, as well as a solemn reminder
of how much our salvation cost the Lord.

If you choose to sevve Communion with your group, be sure to have
them first examine theiv own hearts. Encourage them to confess their
sin to God and receive His forgiveness. Be sure they realize that they
may feel very little difference before and after they pray. The important
thing is thal God hears and answers heir prayer according to 1 John 1:9.
Pray together before veceiving each element, thanking Jesus for:

His Body which was broken for vur healing;

His Blood which was poured out for the forgiveness of our sins.



Photacopy these Affirmation Cards

and cut them on the broken line before

Lord's Supper Lesson

passing them aut to the kids,
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Philippians 4:13
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LESSON AIM
KEY VERSE

To underétand why Jesus commanded water baptism for all believers.

“Therefore vo and make disciples of all nutions, baplizing them in the name of the
Father and of the Som and of the Holy Spivit, .7 Mutthew 28:19

ITEMS NEEDED Bible or New Teslamen! Dish pan Water pitcher

foreach person Dish soap Live plant
Gardenier’s walering can Water Marbles
Smull wading pool Drinking glass Towels for cleanup

}% r . eeeemeaaaa- ~
DEC LARATION e believe that water baptism in the Name of the Father and of the

OF FAITH Son and of the Holy Ghost, according to the command of our Lord, is a

blessed outward sigh of ah ihward work; a beautiful and solemn emblem
reminding us that even as our Lord died upon the cross of Calvary, so
we reckon ourselves now dead indeed unto gin, and the old nature nailed
to the tree with Him; and that even as He was taken down from the tree
and buried, so we are buried with Him by baptism into death: that like
as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so

we should walk in newness of
= 1T€.

GROUP For this activity you will want to choose some itews from the list below or
create a hist of yourown. These itemswill be things we wear or carvy that might

INTERACTION indicate a public announcement of who we are, that we belong to a specific

group or gives us a special identification. (Also: hairstyles, specific brand name

Who are you? clothing or shoes, and so forth.)
: » clubfteam uniforms » school I.D.s
* school sweatshiris * libravy cards
* school team jerseys *“guing steady” rings
* braided friendship bands * photo with friends
* E * Social Security card * LD tugs or bracelet

o Medicu! alevt card

Divide the group imto two tcams. Call out the selected items and sce which
leam can produce the most ilems on the spol. Reward the winning team.



INVESTIGATION

“Sword”: Drill

INSTRUCTION
TIME

Baptizm iz an aut-
ward: sign: of the inner

in out lives when we

put sur trust in the
saving power of Jésus.
We are pub'icly
identifying with

Chiist.

FProvide enough Bibles or New Teshuments for everyone. Still usmg your
two teams, now have a sword dvill. To have a sword dvill, call out one of
the following Bible verses (not in ovder) and have them locate it. The first
person to find the verse stands up to read it aloud. If you wish, you can
explain a little nbowul the verse after it is read. All the verses will perhain to
water baptisi. Itwould be greatif the winning team was different fromn
the team which won in the previous activity.

Matthew 3:13-17
Matthew 28:19

Jesus was baptized
Jesus commanded Hiz disciples to baptize

Acts 2:38 Peter instructs the people as Christ commanded

Acts B:36-38 Philip baptizes in water

Acts 10:48 Cornelius’ family got so excited about being
saved and filled with the Spirit that Peter
teminded them about their public withess

Romans 6:3-5 Represents death to sins and new life in Christ

.
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When people look at us, how can they tell we belong to Chnst" The kids
may initially siggest outward indications: carrying Bibles, going to church,
domg good things, wearing Christian T-shirts oy displaymg bumper stickers,

Becoming a Christian doesn’t necessarily make us look any different. People
might not see that there has been 1 change within us. Going to church does
not necessurily mean an individual has submitted his ov hev life to Jesus, We
have a way of publicly identifying with Chyist after we have put our faith in
Him - it is called water baptism.

Water baptism is a public lestimony of faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.
Through waley baptism we_identify with Jesus Christ in His deuath, burial
and resurrection. WWe show the world around s that our old way of living,
thinking, and doing things is no longer a part ofus. Instead, we live a new
life - a life which is pleasing to Christ,

The Lord Jesus instructed His disciples to keep two ordinances (outward
actions) which were planned to bless and assist them in their Christiun life
and ministry, One was water baptism and the other, the Lord’s Supper.
Unlike Holy Communion, baplism 1s admmisleved only once lo the believer,
yeltevery ime a new Christian is publicly baplized, the ceremony is a ve-
minder to the rest ofus of our life with Christ, by which we gained
admittance into the kingdom of God.

o
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The word "baplize” theans to tntnerse or cleanse.” The Bible clearly teaches
that wuter baptism is by tmmersion vather than by sprinkling or pouring.
John the Baptist baptized by the viver Jordan, vather than by a well ov small
pool of water which would have been sufficient for sprinkling those who
presented thewmselves to him. Jesus remains our great example. “Then



Jesus came from Galilee [o John al the Jordan io be baplized by him” (Matthew
3:13). He was baptized by John and we vead, “As soon as Jesus was baplized,
He came wp out of the wuker” (Matthew 3:16). The significance of bap Hsm
representing burial and resurre ction has no meaning unless the method
used 15 immersion,

EER AR 44 SRRSO R K L L Y ot

Being buptizgd in water does not make a pevson u Christian. Baptism is a
public announcement of a person’s commatment to Christ. Jesuis Himself
never immersed a person (John 41, 2). His ministry was to reveal God to
others and fo bring man to God through His death on the Cross. Then why
is water baptism tmportant?

=y

» Jesus was baptized (Matthew 3:13-17).
* Jesus commanded His minislers to baptize (Matthew 28:19).

» Individual belicvers ave commanded to be baptized. *Repent and be
baptized, every one of you, .7 (Acts 2:38a; 10:48).

» Water baptism signifies a union with Christ in His death, burial ond
resurre ction.

Do you not know that as many of us as were baptized into
Christ Jesus were baplizedinto His death? Thevefore we were
buried with Him through baplism tnto death, that just ns
Christ woas vaised from the dead by the glory of the Father, even
sv 1ée also should walk in newness of life” (Romans 6:3,4).

Waler baptism signifies our sins ave gone, buried with Christ. The tnpor-
tant thing is to realize that we vise to “newness of life.” We ave vefreshed.
We can live a new Life as a result of faith in Christ and obedience to His
command. Waler baptism is not merely a form but an act of obedicnce
which brings a very real blessing.

BRINGING Set the following flems on a card table before the cluss be gins:

HOME THE a pan full of soapy water and <:|irty dishes (c|eansing)

TRUTH a pitcher of drinking water and glass (refreshing)
a gardener’s watering can and p|aht (growth)

Ask for three volunteers: one to wash the dishes, one to pour a glass of waler
and drink it, and one to water the plant. In each instance, discuss the various
gqualities of water: cleansing, vefreshing, causing growth, ete. Compare these
attributes to the spivitual realities found in water baptism,



Bringin a plasticwading poolorlarge wash bucket Fillwith waler (ata pleas-
ant temperature). Dumyp a mumber of large marbles into the pool Have the

kids take off socks and shoes and try to retrieve as many as possible using only

their toes. (Don't forget to bring a camera and plenty of towels!)

B

Note: This 1s nof just a fun aclivity, some kids will have a fear of being trmmersed in
water or be embuarrased by a public display. A gume like this can relieve some anxiety
and also make them more comfortuble doing something timisual in public,

Spectal Notfe: F@r this feaching, vile Hie parents to aftend. Depend mgon
your church's policy, the purents could participate in their child's baptism,
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LESSON AIM To teach the importance of paying titheé and giving

To understand what it means to give cheerfully.
To discover there is great blessing in giving,.

KEY VERSE “So let euch one give us he purposes tn his heart, not enudgingly ov of necessity: for
God loves a cheerful giver.” (2 Covinthians 9:7)

ITEMS NEEDED  Iaper and pencils Play money (optional)

Pictures from wnuaguzines, etc. (optional) Bibles
vz 000000n0n0n0n0n0n0n0n0n0n0nnonono--
D EC LARATI O N We believe that the method ordained of God to sustain His ministry and
OF F AITH . the spread of the Gospel after His cornmand is “Tithihg,” hot only as God’s

method to take care of the material and financial needs of His church, but
to raise the spiritual morale of His people to the extent that God must bless
them.

Being “joint heirs” with Him, we know that giving unto His kingdom is
an enjoyahble thing, it being more blessed to give than to receive, for we are
commanded in 8 Corinthians 9:7, “Every man according as he purposes in
his heart, so let him give; not grudgingly, or of necessity: for God loveth a
cheerful

GROUP This achivity offers two options, choose the method thal suits your group.
INTERACTION Scenario: You have just inherited 32,000.00. You can do whatever you want
i with the money.

Option 1
Using magazines, catulogs, or newpuapers find items that kids would tise

' ' the money for if they had the means. Items like bicycles, CD players, snow-

Money, Money, Money boards, skatehoards, clothes, earrings, telephones, televisions, animals

(pets), or Nintendo® compulter games. Also include churches, banks, and
howmeless people. Pencil in approximale retuil prices for the items to pur-
chase or put a question wmurk by the itewms of giving and let the kids decide
what they would give. Pluce the pictures around the room. Then huand out
the play money. Allow the students to walk around the room and place the
money by the tlems they wish lo purchase or conlribule.



Money, Money, Money

{Continued)

INSTRUCTION

TIME

Option 2

Mention the scenario fo the group then divide them into small groups
and give them pencils and paper. Let thewm discuss ways they would use
the money and write it down

After completing these activitics ask the following questions:
«Whal ilem (s) generaled the mosl money?
«What is the most important ilem to which we should give money?
« How wmportant is Hihing?

The word “tithe” achually means one-tenth of something, inchiding
wmoney. The word “steward” means manager. Tithe money is what we
owe God. If you think about if, everything we have is a result of what
God has given us. We are responsible to manage it well. Being good
stewards is really managing our God-given assets. We are giving back
to the “Giver of every good gift.”

Tithing supports the work of the Lord. Autuchi 3:10

God’s Word speaks often vegarding the support of the priests and the
church. The first example of tithing in the Bible is found in Genesis 1420
when Abraham gave 10% of all he had lo a priest named Melchizedek.
Itis milevesting o note that Abrahowm’s obedience o lillte was motivaled
from his heart not from a le gul vegquirement. Tithing would not be purt
of God's legal vequirements for His people until the Law of Moses was
given 430 years later. It is also important to note that since Jesus fulfilled
the Law of Moses Matthew 5:17), we no longer tithe outoflegal obliga-
tion. Instead, like Abraham, we obey the principle of the tithe outof
personal responsibility from a loving heart,

In Lewviticus, tithing became the primary support for the Levite priests
who gave up their personal land mhevilance lo sevve The Lovd. The tithe
was used to maintam the tewple and to feed, house and clothe the priesis
and their families. The book of Mulachi spe cifically stules that the tithe
provides food for God’s house, spivitual us well as materal, I Philippi-
ans 4:10-18, Paul thanks the people-forproviding for his physuﬂl needs
as he did thc wmk of the Lord,

IWhat are some material means by which the Lord’s work is done now ?
(Allow the kids to answer this question - heve ure possible answers..;)
Supporting pastors and missionavies who teach people abouit the Lord.
Printing Bibles and literature to share about the lvoe of Gud.
Radio and television programming that veaches people for Jesus.
Buses to bransport people to and from church.

Today, theve are many ways fo spread the Gospel to other areas via
compuiter, radio, television and liferature. There are also many ways to
share God’s love in your own community by helping provide food and
clothing for Hrose who need it, or offering a place where people can come
and learn about God’s love, Another way to do this is to provide for your
pustor fo enable him to minister fo the people of the church.



INVESTIGATION

ALTERNATE
ACTIVITY
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The Lmd Ioves d cheerful gwe?, a giver who shares his or hey material
benefits because he oy she loves the Lovd and wants to be a part of His
ministry. Tithing is based in God’s Word, Tithing is an act vof obedience,
an act of faith and itis an act ofworship. When you lithe, 11 1s Ip GoJ,
not to men. Your vesponsibility is fo do what your heavenly Father wants,
only you will answer for that, Awnything you give to God is between

you and Him and should be done in an attitude of love. Remember, God
always rewards obedience!
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5~,~5ﬁ¢«:{ PEICEREE DIERRING Trorn ANdg i, Malacht 3:10,

Luke 6:38, Philippians 4:17- 19)
A blessing is promised to those who tithe. The whole church as well us
the individuals will be blessed as a vesult of this obe dience. In Malachi
it says “If I will not open for you the windows of heaven and pour out for you
stich blessing that there will not be roon enough to recetve 11”7 Room envugh
means sufficient, enough, a large enough guantity; plenty. Luke 6:38
states “Give, and it shall be given unio you, good measure, pressed down...
running over.” e give to God, and we recefve from our loving Father
God. God’s miracle for you may be an opportunity, an invitation, 4 new
acquamtance, a financial blessing, or a spiritual blessing. As you obey,
be ready for His veward.

Listed below are nine verses relating to tithing. Divide the group into
feuins. Dt,pendmg on the size and mamber of your tedins, assign a group
of scriptures fov euch team to look up and in ten words or IEbS have them
refterate what they read. For larger classes, assign fwo teams the same
group of scriplures and see how differenl or similar the explanalions are.
Ve hape helpod by suggesting phrases writlen undey the sevipture.)

Group 1 Gronp 2 Group 3
Luke 6:38 2 Covintliinns 9.7 Phﬂfppmm 4:15-19

What Yol give will be multiplied back to you

Hebrews 7.5

Tithee suppart ministers and ministries

Levitceus 27:30
Al tithe bzlangs to the Lord

The dhildren of lsrael fithed on everyt)’ﬂng

Malachi 3:10

God pours Hgssing on those wha fiths

Matthew 6:19-21
We should give to )’\stlzhly treastres

rathar than sarthly treasures

Giving supplies far other's needs

Provevbs 3:9-10

T’\t)’wing honors Gad, Er’mga Ha;’mg

Leviticus 27.32
Chne-tenth Eélc:hgs ta the Lord

Before EEyour group weelks, hide money around Hie room.
» Half-dollurs or dolav bills wonld be good if it did not “breuk
you.” - »There does not have to be enough for everyone.

Allow a few minules for a “lreasure hunl.”
Hme cmth a4 group discussion using these thoughls:

How mmportant is money in our sociely?
Is it edsy for us lo give buack a tenth of all we veceive from God?
Explam i your own words why it is important fo tithe,

Then, complete your meeting




Recetoe an o ffering this week and thewn do il ve qularly, especially if the
flering gularly, esp y if

kids do not have an opportunity to give during a ve gular church service.
THE TRUTH Keep them informed of the variows outreach and missions projects,
building projects and special needs their tithes and offerings support,




LESSON AIM

KEY VERSE

Colossians 3:23, 24

To understand that we can use our time and talents to glorify God.
To be a good steward (manager) of our time and talents.

“And whatever you do, do it heartily, as to the Lord, and not to men, knowing that
from the Lord you will recefve the reward of the inheritance; for you serve the Lord
Christ.” (Colossians 3:23, 24)

Bibles Photocopies of
Items for group mieraction “Use Your Talent” master
Penceils and paper

DECLARATION
OF FAITH

A 1 ow great is the need in our times, these last and crucial times, for
faithful and diligeent service for Christ. The kingdom must be enlarged
now or never. The march of the gospel has too lohg been hindered by
gelfish interests, disharmony, and slothfulhess. The King is coming and
there is much work yet to be done... If we as individuals desire to be
rewarded of the Lord at His coming, we must not bury our God-given
talents for Christian service, but exercise them that the Lord’s invest-

GROUP

ment in us ma; ay dividends to His
7

Bring varivus items from home. (Some ideas: Cottomball, postage stmmp, potato,
vase, cleaning supplies, book, reading glusses, belt) Divide the class into smaller
groups. Pass out the iteins you have broughtin —about 2 or 3items to a
group. Allow time for the kids to think of ways the items can be used to
benefit the church and people in the community. Then bring the groups
together and discuss their ideas. Middleschoolers can be pretty creatioe so let
them come up with the ideas and if needed, guide the conversabion fo specific
service projecls.




INVESTIGATION

INSTRUCTION
TIME

We serve Jesus.
Ourservice to
others, church family,
the homeless, etc,
Hows from our
service to Him If we
foeus our service on
anyone or anything
ather than Jesus;

OUF SERVIZE 1S
misdirected:

Make photocopies of the “Use Your Talent” muaster. As individuals or
groups, have them complete the handout about how the three servants
used their talents. Bring the kids together and disciiss some of their
answers. Refer fu sume of the answers as you continue this Iesson.
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The dictionary Lells s that a steward is a "house manager, one who

manages another :,jm:mual affairs or property, or the person respon-
sible for the household affuirs of a lurge institution, us an estate.” The
steward is not the owner, just the manager. Prom the passage in
Matthew, we can think of God as “the vwner” and we are the “stewards.
Everything we have has been entrusted to us by God, our Father and
Creator. We are called to be good stewards of all thal God hus given lo
wus. 1 Covinlhions 4.2 says, "Moreover 1t is required in skereards tHhat one be
found faithfi:l.” Part of being a good steward is explaining yotiy dctions.
The day will come when we will have to report to God about how well
we managed all thal He gave us. “So then each of us shall eioe accoun! of
himself to God.” (Romans 14:12)

e :
One thmg ﬂmt Lmd hﬂb gwcn us fu manage wisely is vur time. We gre
to give a tenth of everyTHING we have to God. He has given us 24
hours in each day, and we should use time as a tool to serve God. Our
first priovity should be building ouy yelationship with God. Matthew
6:33 tells us, “But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and
all these things shall be added to yow.”  Community scroice projects,
volunteering af your church, or just helping others are ways fo be a
good sleward of your time. In Epltesians 515, the Bible gives us this
advice, “See then that you walk cireumspectly, not as fools but as wise.”

To be circumspect is to be aware of the consequences so that we may
manage carefully.
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God EXPELtb 1i5 to zaerour mle*rztbfor His glovy; they are ;meuons gifts
from Him and we will have to account for how we use them, “Guard
what was commitled to your trust” (I Timothy 6:20). One of the most
basic principles of stewardship is found in Luke 16:10-11, “WWhoever
can be trusted with very little can also be brusted with much, and whoever is
dishonest with very little will also be dishonest with much. So if you have
not been trustworthy in handhing worldly wealth, who will trust you with
lrue viches?” If we ave failhful with the small hings we prove thal we
can be trusted as good stewards with the bigger things, and that we
will be rewarded.



TAKING
HOME THE
TRUTH

The thivd sevoantl m the parable was afraid lo use his lalenl, and ended
up with nothing. Inl Peter 4:10, the Bible tells us, “As each one has
received 1 gift, minister if fo one another, us good stewards of the manifold
erace of God.”

-
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The Bible is full of promises aboul the rewards ofbemg a goud arnd
faithful steward. The wise stewards were rewarded in the pavable of
the talents. When the master returned and found the servants who had
been good stewards of his talents, he told them, “Well done, good and
[faithful serpant; you have been faithfil over a few things, I will make you ruler
over tany things. Enter into the joy of your lord.” (Matthew 25:23,29)

We know that everything we have belongs to God, and we nust be
faithful to Him. “And whatever you do, do it heartily, as to the Lovd and
not to men, knowing that from the Lord you will receive the reward of the
mheritance; for you sevoe the Lovd Christ.” (Colossians 3:23,24)
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Divide the students into groups and have them take an inventory of
their lalenis and abililies. Each person has lheir own unique characl-
evistics and talents. Encourage thewm to think of as many things as they
can that they can do. At first they will probably list things such as
basketball ov ballet. You muy want to remind the students thut our
talents include much more than athletic or academic abilitics. Don’t
forget things like encouragement, helpfulness, being a good listener, ete.
When the inventory is complete, have them “give an account” lo you as
the leader. Then see if you can malch some of their falents to needs in
the church, Often there are elderly people that would love to have
visitors, or a4 family that needs theiv leaves raked. Check with your
pastor about what your class can do.



STEWARDSHIP:

TIME AND TALENT

WHAT |
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Master
Servant 1
10T alents
Servant 2

5 Talents
Servant 3
T Talent

What is a talent2 In Bible times it referred 1o a
certain weight, or to an amount of approximately
6000 denarii. In the parable of the workers in the

vineyard in Matthew 20:2, |esus talked about a day’s
wage as a denarius. That means a talent would be
almost 17 years worth of work! Keep that in mind as
you read the parable of the talents in

Matthew 25:14-28.

After you read the scripture, think about the rela-
tionship between the Master and his servants. How
much did the master trust them, how trustworthy
were the servants? Give them a rating between 1-9
{9=slrongest) in the appropriate columns

and briefly discuss why.

()

How much fear?

N
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CAN DO

Three talents | have:

Haw can | use the talents | have been given?

How can | trust God more?

Why doesn't God want me to be afraid of using my talents?




LESSON AIM

KEY VERSE

ITEMS NEEDED

DECLARATION

OF FAITH

GROUP
INTERACTION

Scattergories®

To realize the Biblical commission of world missions.
To be faithful to take on-going action to reach the world with the Gospel.

“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spivil.” (Mutthew 28:19)

Bibles/ pencils/ paper
Bible verses and cards prepared ahead of ime (see Investigation, page 2)
Newspapers for opHonal activity

. W Y 20ttt s

e believe that the redeemed children of the Lord Jehovah should
rize and shine forth as a city set upon a hill, speeding forth the Gospel
to the ends of the earth, declaring with burning zeal and earnestness
the whole counsel of God. We believe that soul-winning is the one bhig
business of the church upon earth; and that every hindrance which would
quench the flame or hamper the efficiency of world-wide evangelism
should be cut off and cast away as unworthy of the church, detrimental

to the most sacred cause of Christ and contrary to the great commis-

sion of our | SN N

Break up into two leams and play a version of Scatlergovies. Have each letler
of the alphubeltwritlen on a sheet of paper. Foreuch leller of the ulphabel
they dramw, the team members must think of a job that cowuld be used for
missions work. Same occupations cancel each other out so it is better to be
creative. Any vccupations that don’t have a match count as a point, The team
with the most points wins. The kids have to define how the occupation fits in
missions. EXAMPLE: A=Afghan Maker or Arihinatic teacher. The purpose is
to show missions is more than predaching and teaching.




INVESTIGATION

Bible Relay

INSTRUCTION
TIME

List the following scriptures on small pieces of paper. Each scripture wall
have one or fwo words w it that will emphasize missions, Write that word

on larger sheels of paper or card stock. Divide the class into hwo or four
teams with lwo feaws lined up and facing each other. If there are too
muny in your group to do this activity, choose kids who would not be
intimidated by seavching for scriptures,

Each member of one leam will be given the scriphure verse on paper, the
other team will have cards with the specific word reluting to the verse on
one side und the appropriale scriphure verse in smaller letters on the other
side (similar to flash cards). Make suve that the larger pieces of paper are
notin the same order as the scripture papers, The kids on the one team
may notlook up the scriphires until they are instructed. When each
individual from one team finds the verse and veads it aloud he or she
wust run to the other tean and find the puaper that they think matches.

They muy not change papers once they pick one.

Afler domg aboul half the scriplures, swilch leams. The leam wilh the
most right answers wins. The object of the relay is to familiarize the kids
wilth scriptures about wnissions and have fun at the sute Hine,

Matihew 25:34-36
you gave

Matthew 24:14
preach the Gospel

Mutthew 10:32

confess

Matthew 516
light

Mutthew 18:19
pray

John 11.25
no death

Acts 5:14

increasing numbers

Mallhew 24:11
deceived

Mark 16:15

every creature

Murk 4.8
good crop

Mutthew 9:37.38

plentiful harvest

John 3:16
God's love

John 12:46

no darkness

Acts 16:31

salvation far family

Mattheew 28:19,20
make disciples

John 1512
love

Luke 4:43
purpose

Matthew 1814
will of God

John 8:32

know

John 14:6
way, truth, life

TJohn 3:14,15

Savior of world

Itis eusy to talk ubout missions. Our tusk is to get middle schoolers to
care about missions and discover how they can help missionarics bring
the Guspel of Jesus Christ to sumeone in another country.

This wight be 2 good time lo sit and ask the kids in your group He

following guestions:

Is it really important for people in other countries to know about the

love of Jesus? Why?



TAKING HOME
THE TRUTH

ALTERNATE
ACTIVITY

What’s goin’ on?

Do you uas an individual have any responsibility to share that love with a
person in another country?

Vhal arve some ways you can share ? Whal can you do from heve lhal
wounld make a differenice?

Heve is u story submitied by Caroling, a missionary that works with street
kidsin Sao Paulo, Brazil,
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Afler reading this Irue slory, ask [he kids lo pul themselves in the place of
these street kids, ask thewn to describe sowe of the fears they might have.
Does there seem to be much hope in this kind of life ? 1What would they
want someone to do to help them ? Ask them to name ways they could
help with this street nmnistry in Brazil.

Break up into groups and give cach persun g photocopy of the handout
called “Sector One” Have the kids vead aloud Matthew 2818-20 and
thewn complete the handoul.

Bring in newspuapers and news magazines have the kids look up articles
about other nations. Allow them to read the fivst few puragraphs. If you
wish, keep them m groups and have them discuss the article and how
they could pray for lhe missions oulreach in thal counliry.

Anotheropltion is to hook up to different internet possibilities. Foursguare
Missions has an e-muil addresses for our missionaries. You could also try
YWAM, 10-40 Window, World Vision, ete, The kids could correspond
regularly with our missivnaries and their kids and keep them updated on
O1i¥ neye s,
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LESSON AIM

KEY VERSE

ITEMS NEEDED

GROUP
'INTERACTION

" whatdayaknow??

To identify several ways to help a missionary.
To commit to a specific missionary outreach plan.

“On arrival, they got the church together and reported on their trip, felling in
detail how God had vused them to throw the door of faith wide open so people of
all nations could come streaming in.” (Acts 1427, The Message)

A bellor buzzer.

Candy or prizes for Group Interaction.

Bible.

Paper and pen or pencil,

Food ifems for Allernate Activity if you choose.

Breuk up into two teams and have each team choose 3 representatives
from their team to answer various questions about culture or traditions

“from olher countries. {Orif you have a larger group, rolale lhe repre-

sentatives after every 3-4 questions or create more leams.)

Hawe each set of representatives sit in the front of the vroom in a line on
each side of the “game show host” with one buzzer pery team. Afier
asking a question (see list o f guestions on page 5), the representatives
can talk among themselves and hit the buzzer when they think they
know the correct answer. No help should come frowm the audience. If
they answer correctly, theiv team gets a point. If they answer incor-
rectly, the other team has a chance to answey. If no corvect answer can
be found, the audience has the chance to shout vut the answer with no
points given to either team. The side with the most points at the end of
the gume, veceives prizes for the entire team.



FOR THE...
LEADER

Time. Be sure,

Because this i
lesson is a ser- |
vice project, |
there is not |
an Instruction

however, to i
review the i
information
learned in
the previous
lesson and
to direct the
discussion as :
needed.

s

P w4 i
i 3 , -
3 P ST 7 VP . S
PRI SO YT

Based on the previous lesson tiled “How wmuch do we care?,” this lesson
should foeus on choosing w missions project that your kids cun do lo serve
either your community o¥ foreign missions. Taking on 2 missions project
can be as simple as raising money and sending a check, or as complex as
coordinating an outreach team to visit another country. Whatever your
choice of a missions project, give much prayerful consideration be fore
ewnbarking on this task.

Be sure to haove the full support of your church leadership before getting
the kids excited about a project which may be vutside of the capability of
your church body. If you alveady have an established missions deparl-
ment in your church, you will find it helpful to work together with the
leadership of that department. They will make your job much eusier und
you may help them reach g ministry goal.
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Split the kids into small groups that you think are a good size fm this
assignment. Allow thewm to brainstorm a few different missions project
oplions that they can present to the rest of the group. Encourage thein
to getexcited about how they cun reach others in a way that would be
wnigue to your group,

Divect the discussion loward what supplies they will need, how they can
obliin thewm, ways they can raise money, how they will involve the rest
of the church, etc. The point is to establish an uwareness of the needs
arotind them and to help them vealize that they can be a part of meeting
those necds. After all the ideas have been presented, have the group vote
on several projects that they would like to work toward in the future.

The following information should help to prepure for the evening und to
give starting ideas and help.
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Imdividual Lhunheb are usually fomiliar with specific fmelgn T 1SSI0NATIE S
fhrough denominational wissions programs. Many non-denominational
churches support independent missionaries whose names are available
through missions organizations familiar o the pastor and church
leadership. For Foursguare chiirches, the District Supervisor’s o ffice

can help direct you to information on missionaries who would
appreciate your help. You can also talk divectly to the staff at
Foursquare Missions International by calling (213) 484-2400,
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TAKING HOME
THE TRUTH

Somehmeb we need Io go w0 further han our own cily lo jmd missions
projpcts. Every city has people who are in physical need of help. Every
cify hus people who are tn spivitual need of sulvation. Atsome Hme
through the year, you might choose to tnvolve your group in a home
mission project stich as g visit fo g nursing home or providing clothes oy
toys to a family in necd at Christmas.

Here is a suggested list of Home Mission Projects you wmight consider:
Have u hot dog cookout in a public park; feed anyone who
happens by.
Distribute wused clothing to the homeless of your community,
FPrepare a short seasonal presentation for the elderly in a local
nutrsing home.
Huawve u “No Cost Car Clinic” for the single mothers and the
elderly of your chuirch and check the air pressiive in tives,
wash the exterior and clean the inferivr of their cars

Be creative about home mission projects. Whenever you reach out to
your community remember to show the love of Jesus and be sensitive

to encotivage the kids fo pray with people expressing needs. But most
important for an outreach to have an impact, instruct the kids to be polite
and considerale of the people they are Irying lo veach. This single faclor
can open many doors for conlinue d ministry.
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The hmd bt purt ofuom foreig gn missions project may be uettmg everyone
in the group to agree onithe same project. It is still 2 good idea to invelve

the kids in the decision making process. Here-are a few ideas:
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Raising money to purchase Bibles for a foreign cotintry.

Buying tructs or evange listic literutuire to send fo missionaries.
Helping to build a chuych or school building in another country.
Proovide monthly support for an orphan in a forcign country.

Be kind to anissionary family by remembering their birthdays,
wedding anmmiversary, Christmas ele,

Become pen pals with missionaries and/ or their children,
Going to a foreign country on an outreach team to share the
Guspel of Jesus Christ.

Make a video greeting card telling a missionary how your
group plans to pray for Hiem for a period of time.

Muke a scrap book of Sunduay cowics from your local newspaper
and mail the book to kids of a missionary family.



ALTERNATE
ACTIVITY

Prepare
a Missionary Meal

People of the Middle Easl, Asia and India often eat a meal includimng
while rice, cooked bluck or kidney beuns and jupot. To make jupoti you
will need 1 cup whole wheat flouy, 1 cup white flour, 1 teaspoon salt.
To these ingredients, add pist enonugh water to mix well and let stand
for at least an howur.

During this activity, have the kids each take enough dough to make an
egy size ball und voll the dough into u flut civcle. Rub a little oil over
each circle and fry on an ungreased pan,

Have the vice and beans prepared ahead of lime and enjoy o missionary
meal together as you talk about helping missionaries reach the people
of the world for Jesus Christ.



whatdayaknow

. If you 1ake a cone of sugar to a family that invites you 1o their home, where are you?
a. China b. Motocco c. Brazil d. Finland

2. What nationality is the waiter who brings salad after your meal rather than before?
a. French b. Russian €. Japanese d. Egyptian

3. Ifyou walk around in Africa and your head is covered, you are . . .
a. Sick b. Preghant . Married d. Mourning

4. Waving a yellow flag is an international symbol for . . .
a. Allack b. Peace C. Surrender d. Infectious disease

5. Which is the northern most country of South Ametica?z
4. Ecuador b. Columbia c. Brazil d. Bolivia

6. If your great grandmother Kisses you on the right and then the left and then the right again,
where is she from?

a. Netherlandsb. Costa Rica c. Turkey d. Australia

Z 7. People from England put vinegar on their . . .
a. Burritos b. bErench Friesc. Pizza d. Hot Dogs
/ 8. Where do you live if your house is round and the floor is made of cow dung?

a. Vietham b. Panama c. South Africa d. Pakistan

9. What would a person from Ghana do with a “Fu Fu”?
A. eal i1 (shhh, it's bread) b. sit on it C. wear it d. wash with it

10. If you wanted to eal dinner in Spain, what time would most likely begin eating?
a. 12:00 noon bh. 5:00 p.m. €. B:00 p.m. d. 11:00 p.m.

11. Which one of these is not a country in Europe?
a. Balu b. Slovenia c. San Marino d. Isle of Man

12. Thete are approximately how many khown languages in the world?
a. 750 b. 1500 ¢. 3000 d. 5500

13. People in Sti Lanka always use their right hand to shake hands because . ..

a. They use their leff hand in the restroom b, They are all right handed
c. They only use their left hand for eating d. The right hand is stronger

14. 1If you are offered a full glass of water in Ghana, you are . . .
a. a newlywedb. aguest c. a father d. engaged

15. If you are offered a glass of water at a wedding in Sri Lanka, you are . . .
a. ihvited to dihnetr  b. hext 10 marry c. about 1o pray d. upsetting people
\
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LESSON AIM

KEY VERSE

ITEMS NEEDED

DECLARATION
OF FAITH

Frow Kingdom Dynamics,
the Spirit Filled Life Bible,
puage 1704

GROUP
INTERACTION

To care about people who don’t know Jesus.
To live a life which testifies that Jesus is our Lord.
To be ready to explain how someone else can accept Jesus as Savior.

“How then shall they call on Him in whom they have not believed? And how shall
they believe in Him of whom they have nol heard? And how shall they hear wilhoul
a preacher? And how shall they preach unless they are sent?”

{(Rowmans 1014 and 15a)

Bibles / pencils / paper
Preparved Overhead Transparency (see page 2)
Photocopies of Romans 10:14 Handout (master provided)
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]j.ul asks, “How shall they hear without a preacher?’ This does not
Imean We must enter public ministry to “preach” the gospel. The Greek
word used here for “preacher” means “one who heralds, proclaims, or
publishes,” Clearly, every believer is assigned a personal “pulpit” — in
the home, the community, at the office. or in school -~ from which to show

and tell others the g’OOd news.

Ask the kids to discover a way to communicate the following urgent warnings
to the group withoutusing any words or verbal communication,

The building 1s ou five, leave now!

T just saw a thief walking out of your house with your VCR!
The chair you nre sitting on is about to break!

You have a piece of Iettuce hanging from your teeth!

Down’t look now but that real ugly guy/girl is staring at you!




GROUP
INTERACTION

CONTINUED

INVESTIGATION

Discussion:

It’s very difficult lo explain imporiant news wilhoul using our verbal skills.
Even when we do use words to convey something of vital imporlance the
person we are speaking to must be willing fo listen.

Imagine trying to tell someone of the wamings from our group intervaction
actioity, yet they will not listen. Example: “You have a piece of lethice
hangmg from your leeth!” The person could just continue talking, smiling,
flashing those pearly whiles and that little piece of green veggie without rying
to remove it from thew teeth! Now pist think about how bad it is when we
try to explain to someone how to avoid the eternal punishment for their sin,
yet they will not listen,

Something has to be done!

Direct the kids to Romans 10:.14 and 15a. Have them vead the scriplure lo
themselves. Then, tell them to wrile a newspaper headline to express the
importunce of lelling others about Jesus, See the exmnple below. Rewmember
to stress with the kids that witnessing is not an option for Christians.

There should be an urgency in vir witne ssing.

Something has to be done!

As you transition into the Instruction Time emphusize these thoughts:
To help people accept Jesus Christwe must ...

1) be prepared 1o care aboul people who don’l know Jesus.

2) lve a life that lestifies that Jesus is our Lovd.

3) be ready to explain how someone else can accep! Jesus as Savior.



INSTRUCTION

i

This might be a
good time for
the leader to
give a personal
testimony about
how he/she
shared |esus
with an unsaver
friend. Be open
about the suc-
cess and the
strugdles associ-
ated with being
a witness.
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Ask someone to reud these verses alond,

“Deliver thuse who are drawn tuward death, and hold back thuse stumbling to the
slaughter.” Proverbs 24:11

“By this we know love, because He laid down His life for us, And we also ought to
lay dowm our lives for the brethren.” 1 John 3:16

Vhen you carve aboul a person you don’t want lo see them hurt. When you
really love a pevson you will give your life so they can go on hving. How
tuch do you care about people who dow't know Jesus? Would you be will-
ing to change the way you live and the things you do to be 1 betler witness
Jfor Jesus Christ?

“He who believes and 1s baptized will be saved; it he who does not believe will be
condermmed. And these signs will follow those who believe: In My name they will
cast out demons; they will speak with new tongues, they will hake up serpents; and
if they drink anything deadly, it will by no wneans hurt them, they will lay hands on
the sick, and they will recover.” Mark 10:16-18

It is very easy to get hung-up in the passage from Mark 16 on the issues that
seem conlroversial (ie, demons, fongues, serpents, healing). Rather than al-
lowing the controversial bo becowme the wnain lopic of conversation, keep the
focus on the fact that the believer is to live his/ her whole life as a sevount of
Jesus Christ. Ave we willing to allow God’s Holy Spirit to fully control every-
thing we think, do, say and become?
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“But what does it say? The word is near yot, in your movth and in your heart (that
is the word of faith which we preach). that if you confess with your mouth the Lord
Jesus and believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be
saved. For with the heart one believes unto rvightesousness, and with the mowth
confession is made unto salvation.” Romans 10:8-10

“For lhe Seriplure says, Thoever belieoes on Him will not be pul 1o shame.”
... Whoever calls on the name of the Lovd shall be saoed.” Romans 10011, 13

Ask volunteers to share the way salvation wus presented to them before they
prayed to receiwe Jesus as Lovd and Savior. Did they hear scripture verses?
Were the concepts of sin and forgiveness talked about? What verses meant
the nost to them and helped convince them o ask Jesus to be their Savior?



TAKING
HOME THE
TRUTH

ALTERNATE
ACTIVITY

Photocopy the Romans 10:14 handoul fmaster provided). Have the kids
summarize the answers fo questions covered during the Instruction Time
and attempt to write the answers on the handout. Emphasize specific and
praciical answers. Encourage honesly and sincerily.

If time allows it wmight be helpful to pair up the kids and have them role-
play shaving Jesus with an unsaved friend.

Encourn gL the k:dw tu tak:? a thlnu:‘ in the mu,f wuple of days and share
their faith with a non-Christian friend -- ov even a stranger. This ran be
done through talking with them abouf Jesus and what He means to you.
It cant also be uccomplishe d by living a life that is different from the rest
of the kids around you.

It could be very helpful for the kids to highlight in their Bible specific
verses of salvation such as Romans Road below. If you can, purchase
sotne inexpensive New Testaments und have the kids highlight these
verses before giving them to an interested person during the week.
They might want to write the verses on the inside cover of the New
Testament and a senlence about why that verse 1s importank.

-
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Think abau[ [hese quesiions and discuss possible answers:

1) Will it be easy to share your faith in Jesus with one of your friends?
2) Do you know anyone who uccepled Jesus after listening lo o streel
preachey yelling abotit sin and the burning fires of hell?

3) Would it be alright to witness to one of your school teachers?

4) What do I do if my parents don’t want me fv embarass the family by
talking about Jesus at family holidays and gatherings?

PErE ?“-:-."iff{?'-:?-:?f? PRiEa fﬁ%‘fﬁ?«?c S _{{“,._ -:-.-:‘-"."5? Vet iaing
Romuns 310 Theve is none righteotis,

Romuans 3:23 Allhave sinned.

Romans 6:23u The wages of sin is deuth.

Romans 6:23h The giftof God is eternal Life.

Romans 10:9 Confess Jesus as Lord; belieoe He is risen,
Romans 10:13 Call on the Name of the Lord and be sz

There are other approgches to salogtivn which youl may want to introduce
to your kids as part of this lesson. Be creative but be sure Jny nlan of
salvation is bmed on the Bible and specific seriptures.
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LESSON AIM

KEY VERSE

ITEMS NEEDED

DECLARATION
OF FAITH

GROUP
INTERACTION

=i 3

PRAYER:

To see Kids pray because they desire ...
... to make better personal decisions in their life.
... ko know God’s answer to daily concerns and problems they face.

“Ask and it will be given o you, seek and you will find; knock and it will be
opened fo you. For everyone who asks receives, and he who seeks finds; and to
him who knocks, it will be opened.”

Mutthew 7.7.8)

Props for Infomercial (optional)
Bibles, paper, pens or pencils

% aearly everyone extols prayer as an ideal, but very few practice

prayer as an avenue to fellowship with God. Prayer as a means to
wish fulfillment, and prayer as the exercise of communion with God
are two different matters. Here and now we are contending for the |
urgehcy of prayer as a habit, as a daily exerciae of the soul, as a way
of life, as the renewed attitude of the mind. It must not be sporadic,
but regrular; not occasional, but continual; not ego-centric, but

-7 Christ-centric; not grasping, but intercessory; not self-complacent,
¢ but humble and contrite. Lord, teach us to -

pray!

Probably everyone in your group knows aboul infomercials. This one
has a new hoist. Your kids will conduct an infomercial lrying to sell
the vest of the group on the ides of personal, daily prayer.

Foryour infomercial you will need a host or fvo co-hosts and special
guests who will each do the selling. These kids should be your most
out-going, gregarious hams. The rest of the group will be the studio
dudience.



Now set up your stuge ared and studio audience seating, Duving this
tirne give your hosts and special giiests some time to ook over the
following scriptiures and prepare to scll their ideas on prayer.

Intercession (Eating Carpel)
1 Thessulonigns 5:17 Psalm 19:14
Psglm 103 1-5 Liike 6,12

B
CONTINUED Devotional Prayer (Lifestyle Prayer)
Matthew 6:56 James 576
Psaln 109:4 Luke 515,16

Allow as much time for this activity as is practical for your sihuation.
Be sure to budgetenough time to get to the instruction part of the
lesson.

INSTRUCTION Wil W Bhould Al preveine 123
ng Solomon was a very successful man, He ruled overone of the

TIME largest empires in human history. He was respecled by his peers und
had great material possessions. His greatest usset, howewver, wds not
his money, his possessions, or his power. Solomon’s most valuable
assetwas godly wisdom. Don’tlaugh. Of all the things Solomon
could think to ask God for, wisdom was what he requested. Solomon
was knotwn for his wise decisions in dealing with his people. The
really amuazing thing is that after God answered Solomon’s prayer for
wisdom, He also blessed him with great wealth, power and fame,

When God says we should ask, His idea is that we care fully consider

e -5 all the possibilities m-to’ ask for ﬂ‘uz most mtp’ortant cmd’useful gift.
Py : What should we ask God for? Share some ideus now in g group
SRR ::'f.- L . R

: discussion,

s you p|an
YOUrEroup

times each

Y BRINE B Proverbs 14
Read PHJT.”ETbb L4 together. Prudence sounds like a girl’s name,
dvesntit? Prudence really is an old fashioned word that simply

: : means being vareful about what you do. Solomon vealized that

meeting. The : . . . .

Syt getting wisdom alone was notenough. He had lo seek God to use Nis
kids will pick a _ i , o :
new gift of wisdom in his daily decisions. Solomon teaches us to be
care ful abonut our decisions. We need to seek God aboutevery
decision we make and how we deal with our problems.

Week be SUre:
to priritize
prayer in the

up- a definite
fonse of how
impartant

prayerisito ) o )
Anotherword used by King Solomon that has a similar meaning fo

prudence is discretion. There are many choices we have to make each
duy, e o o seek God for discvetion {cuutio S0 L1 1-
day. Ve ure to seek God for discretion (caution, discernment, intell
gence; confidence) in all our daily decisions.

you:as the
leader by: how
serimushy vol
take prayer in

your grotlia. - . . . .
Jesus confirms the teaching of Solomon m Matthew 6:33, “.. seek first

the kingdowm of God und His righteousness, and all these things shall be added
to you.” The things Jesus refers to are all the concerns of our life that




we ink we are missing like brand new clothes, more money, feeling like we
are decepled, feeling pedce in fearful times.

Jesuis says if you will seek Him first and what He wants you to do, He will
euide you and help you make decisions which will lead to the bestof things
in your life. The flip side, of course, is that when we seek our own wisdom
and leave God oul, we will be frustruted and never enjoy the full blessing of
God in our lives. If we act on our own we wight also make things worse,

y
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Photocopy the following story. Ask someone with u dramatic flaiv to vead for
the group. Then, continue with the instriction.

I was walking home from my friend’s house the other night. It was
dark. 1 was alone. My dad was home and the front Iight was ol
Things were going along fine until I realized someone was following
me. [ was fno afraid to look behind me but I know I heard footsteps
and the persun was geltting closer.: I reached for the key io my front
door and began to walk faster when suddenly I realized my key was
gone. I either dropped it or forgot to pick it up before I left home.
Now, I was éi.bout to panic. The Tootsteps were getting fa.sfér and closer:
I hoped my dad was not asleep on the couch. Whoever Wa,s following
me was not up to anything good.

I needed hélp- I was running by now. As I reached the front door 1
began pounding on the front door. 1 think I may have even yelled for
my dad to open the door. I don’t really remember. I knocked some
more. CDn'Ee on dad, open the door! There he was! Dad opened the
door. I ran in to safety. I never saw who was behind me. ::'Da,d thought
I was a httle strange when I dropped exhausted on the couch. I'mm
glad I knocked on the door. I am really glad my dad was there to
open it when I knocked. -

Form groups of two or three and share an expevience of being tn durkness
and the dangey, fear orv excitement davkness brought.  Note! Sowme of the kids will
recogitize i nantedinte correlation of davkness with cureert pop ud!me in clothing, i styles, music
and enleriainent. Our kids need lo vecognize this preoccupation willt dovkaess for whal 11 veally is

- an attempt to detour people from Iiving in the light of Jesus” love and grace. Svwme kids unll sce this
ensily because ey are tot tnfluetced heavily by it or beeause ey have Hheir own group with winch
toadentify. Others will possibly vesist any negnhive vefevence to duvkness and cloim at is healthy and
without ony domaging affect. The leader should pray sincercly for fovor with the kids and wisdom from
the Holy Spivit during thas porton of the lessor,

How aboultus? Are we convinced that asking for God’s help in our life

will uchually work? Would we knock on God's door for help in dark times?
How urgently do we knock? How urgently do we pray? Prayerneeds to be
a part of every life decision we make.



INVESTIGATION

TAKING HOME
THE TRUTH

Now read Proverbs 4:19. Help the kids equalte darkness with things
opposed to God. Itmightbe helpful to make a list of davk things that
are populay (like the Psychic Hot Line, New A ge Books, Horoscopes,
ete) which clearly lead people away from thinking about God. The
author vf this proverb realized that he needed to ask God before
muaking decisions. He understood that God wants lo answer our
prayers. He also knew thatwalking in darkness was not desirable.

Solomon compared seeking God's direction to enjoymng a warm sunny
day. Asa group vead Proverbs £18. Talk about the similarities between
making godly choices and the enjoyment of a perfect day.

Conclude this investigation by having the kids pray with LL!(J’I athey
using the gmdelmes b?low

Ask uodfm wisdowm maore than you ask for thinegs

Seek God so you can obey the Bible tn chotees you need bo make

Knock o1 God's door as oflen as you teed Lo will e
aumﬁdwu.e that you will veceive an answer.

Ask the kids how many of them said “Amen” at the end of their
prayer. Chances are mostor all of them did. Share with the kids the
Hebrew definition of the word amen: TRUTH. Describe how it has
come to be used as g way of confirming the truthfulness of a prayer:
“Amen -- it shall be so. The prayer I just prayed comes from my heart,
Ispeak the truth.”

The promise of our key verse from Matthew 7.7,8 1s that "everyone
who usks receives, und he who seeks finds; und to him who knocks, it will be
opened.” EVERYONE who asks, seeks and knocks when they need
wisdom will find the answer in God’s Word, “Amen -- it shall be so.”
Saying “amen” at the end of a prayer is literally pulting o stamp of
approval on your pruyer saying you belicve God heard you and will
help you. Amen is not just a peviod at the end of a sentence. Itisa
declaration, 4 confirmation, an exclamation that God is in charge and
we are i agreement with His direction.

Suggest that when the kids suy the word amen they say it with
conviction. Sometimes it might be appropriate to shout the word
amen. Be creative gbout ways to get across o the kids the importance
of declaring the word amen al he end of their prayers.

Finally, encourage the kids to see prayer as a personal conversation
with their loving heavenly Father and to make prayer a daily part of
their life.



LESSON AIM To understand the church is a gathering of people not a building.
To understand our individual responsibility to the ministry of the church.
To learn how we can help others through the church.

KEy VERS E “And let us consider one gnother i order Lo shir up Io:ne and good 'wmjks,
not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, s is the mumner of some,
buit exhorting one another, and so mich the more s you see the Day
approaching.” (Hebrews 10.24,25)

ITEMS NEEDED flay-doh® or;modefing clay Baper/ peneils

Bibles Photocopies of “You Decide”
Seriptuves for Investigation Whipped cream or tube frosting
Blindfolds for altermate activity .

We believe that having accepted the Lord Jesus Christ as personal Savior |
and King, and thus been born into the family and invisible body or Church of i:
the Lord, it is the sacred duty of the believer, to identify himself/hersell with
DEC LARATION and labor for the building of God’s kingdom with the visible church of Christ
on earth; that visible church being a congregation of believers, who have as-
OF FAITH sociated themselves together in Christian fellowship and in the unity of the
Spirit., observing the ordinhances of Christ, worshipping Him in the beauty of
i holiness, speaking to each other in psalms, hymns and spiritual songs, reading
“tand proclaiming His Word, labhoring for the salvation of souls, giving of their
; temporal means to carry on His work, edifying, encouraging and establishing
one another in faith, and working together as many members, but one body of
i-i which Christ is the




i Be aware that some kids
may seulptabjecis that are
g questionable or readtion:
1Ay, stay cooli Ask calimly
why they chose that object |
g orset uprules for the

game; it s your call

INVESTIGATION

INSTRUCTION
TIME

This activity is adapted from the game Sculpt-it®. Group kids into
teams of two, give a portion of clay Io a leam. While the following

words on scraps of papev and place in a4 jur or b

owl. Euch team

draws wword and then decides among themselves what they could
do with the clay to vepresent that word. Allow 1-2minutes for the
rest of the group to guess the word. Suggested words: CHURCH,
GIVING, PRAISE, LOVE, SERVING, PRAYER. Sce discussion on

next page.

After all the groups have finished, lead o discussion on fwo points:
» Why did they sculpt the particular object to vepresent their word?

{See Tip)

o Ave there differences in ltow God’s Word defines these words and

how our friends define these words?

Write the following scriptuves on pieces of pap
to euch group. Read the scenario and then huave

er and hand one
the groups discu

their soltitions. Make Bibles available and haove them list one

scripture to back up their answer.
Scenario: Imagine a nalural disasler has hil you
tornado, hurricane, ov an earthguake. You ve bq

v lowmn, 1 could b

until it is safe to go outside. However, when yqu do go outside,

are many buildings that have been destroyed. K
and confused, yet miracuilously no lives were Iy

thank ful for your own survival. The quest: How wonldd you go a
finding a church and sharing your thank fulness with others?

Sowne scriphures to help you. Acts 2:42, 2:46-47,
Hebrews 10:24-25, Guide the conversation to help

b:4, 1427, and

question: If the chivch is made up of people, why arq buildings necessm

) . w " ,“J"‘.l’ £,
People make the church what it is and what it t

1s no! the building bul the people. Everyone in
accepled Jesus as Savior is a member of the chu
hear the church called “the body of Christ.” In 1
“body” can mean a group of people that belong

The word “church” in the New Testament neove
used forworship. In Hre Book of Acts meetings
privale houses, simply because here wetre no o
large enongh for the gathering of all believers. |
selected to oversce the meetings of these local ¢
decistons thal weve made were guided by the H
owmn concerns. The people ruled the church, bu
the people.

Fldevs had heen

the kids answer thi

cop Y

E

en told to ltake caver

there

cople are frightene d
st and you are very

hoit

[#:3

Y7

vill be. The real church
the world who has
rel. Many bimes we
e dictionary the pord
to your local chugreh.

rrefers to the building
were usually held in
ntral meeting places

pngregations, but all
[oly Spiril, nol man’s
tthe Holy Spiril yuled
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“You Decide”
Handotit
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The pmrpose thhe (hunh is to wntmue the wmk thuzt }ems staried
here on earth. After Jesus weni back to heaven, the disciples went
everywhere preaching. They prayed for people and saw miracles
take place. Followers of Jesus in Bible times and today can do very
litHe without the help of God. As His followers, we have the power
or the ability to do even greuter things than Jesus did when He was
on earth, “Most assuredly, I say to you, he who believes in Me, the
works that I do he will do alsu; and greater works than these he
will do because I go fo My Father” (John 14:12). We are empowered
ot authorized by God to do His work here on earth. IWe have the
Holy Spivitwho gives us power, strength, ability and wisdom.

The purpose of the church gathering together regularly is to worship
God, be taught from His Word, to encourage each other to grow,
and to fellowship. Acts 2:42 says aboult the early church,

“And they continued steadfustly in the upostles” doctrine and fellowship,

in the breaking of bread and in prayers.”

[/\e lehdlh/ gafher as the Lhunh one dm{ a week We Lelebmte this

“Lord’s Day” because we need to set Hme aside from our busy days
and give time to uttend God's howuse, minister fo people in need, and
witness about Jesus to others. It is a time for service and worship.
Jrist like God rested after He created the world, we are fo devote the
Lord’s Day to spending ime with God after our busy week.

Ve can worship God and atltend church any day or evening and as
often as we want. However, doesn’t God deserve at least one day

out of seven for His people to join together to worship Him? Also,

1s il mmporiant lo God for His people to join logeither and work for

the same cause —bringimg people o a knowledge of Jesus Christ, and
encourdging one another to grow skronger in the Lord and His Word?

As you prepare this lesson take time to become fomiliar with the
“You Decide” handout provided. Wrike in your choice of a dollar
amount before you photocopy this handout. Amounts will differ
accovding to geographic ared.

Pass vut the photocopics of “You Decilde” Have the students break
mnto groups and come up with their decisions. Give them about a 5-10
mante lintil. Upon comple tion, discuss their answers and reasons.

It is iinportant that you guide the conversution to this conchision:

A good use for this money will be to help the church be a witness to
others and bring people to a better understanding of God’s love.



ALTERNATE
ACTIVITY

Setup a messy cooperative feed us follows:

Get four volunteers. Blindfold three of them. The seeing person is
verson A, the others ave B,C,D. Give an aerosol can of whipped cream
or lube of cake frosting o B. Using only his or her voice, A instructs B
where to hold the can or tube and lells Crwhen to squeeze it. The
purpose is to feed D. To further complicate things, B & C can tise only
one hand each, and D can’t use his ov hey hands at all. Aftey a couple
uf trics, ask the following questions:

» How did these people work together to feed person D?

» How did they depend on each other?

* What if Person Cignored the instriction Person A gave?

» Would they ever be able to accomplish their goal under these
circumstances?

* How is the church like this Messy Cooperative Feed?



There are many homeless
people in your commu-
nity. The money could be
used to establish a fund
¢ for a food pantry and put- .
* ting people in a motel for 7

You are members of the Church Council, the council that helps the Pastor decide

what to do with the church finances. Review the Fo"owing situation and then

discuss possible solutions. Jot down the suggestions. one nlght'
The church has just received a special gift of $
You have people who are faithful in giving their tithes and offerings so the ¥ i
montHy uti|ity l::i”s, taxes, missions giving and other expenses are a|ways paid oh
time. But there are some other needs the church has: R % Dt
New playground

The only rule is to decide on a specific need, equipment and build-2

ing repair is needed |
for the children |
during church.

The church would
also like to open a
; preschocl or &
mdaycare facility in

indecision may lead to poor stewardship.

The church has the opportunity to
purchase two large-sized vans thar
will be used o pirk up people in the

area and bring them to chwych. Ir

will alsn bhe used 1o transport kids 1o
camps=s and rake
people 1o outreach

...............

church parking.Several Lately the church

has come up short in their
finances, so the Pastor’s sal- §
ary has not been paid. This §
_ \ causes a hardship to his
driveways. It is up- ; or her family. The church §
4 setting the people who 1 would like to bring on an- &
live there. There is a other staff member to help §
vacant lot g . the pastor but there is not §
% next door % enough money. ;;

people have to park on
the street in front of

neighboring homes
sometimes blocking the

for sale.

Ag the people who will help the pagtor
make the final decigion about how to
spend this money, you must choose one
of thege opliong or ereate another need.
Is it hard to make these kinds of decigions?
What should be the first thing you do
before your meeting?

Would you do something else with
the money?




LESSON AIM To acknowledge God’s great power.

To publicly celebrate God’s goodness.

“ L will ove contimially, and woill prmise You yet morve and move.”
KEY VERSE 4 Y P Y
(Psalm 71.14)

ITEMS NEEDED Bible, pens, or pencils and paper.

Photocopies of the Hebrew Word Search (inuster provided).
Magazines and other supplies for alternate activity if you choose,

:_ esus said that the Father seeks the worship of those wh
OF F AITH will worship Him in spirit and in truth. An important mission
.. of the Church is to promote and sustain an atmosphere condu- ::
. cive to worship, prayer and praise: But ye are a chosen genera.—§ :
tion, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that
ye should show forth the PRAISES of him who hath called you
out of darkness into His marvellous 11 , ']l L

GROUP Patr up the kids. After considering a friend or family member that
makes him/ her proud to know, Itave each student make a true state-

INTERACTION ment ubout them to their partner, Le. "My dad is so great that...” Have
them banter back and forth, triying to outdo each other. Some of the
statements will end up sounding outrageous.

Most ofus have cevtain velalives or friends of whowm we think highly.
Sometitnes we're so proud of thewn and/ or theiy accomplishments, we
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“Lo lJDaSt alJo ut”

might exaggerale a bil. But whenevey we brag about the Lovd Jesus, we
can never exaggerate. As a matter of fact, our high praises will o ften fall
short of declaring God’s true greatness. It is alw ays appropriate o “boast
in the Lord!”

Here are some short Psalms of praise listed by theme. Assign one to each
of the kids and have them read the Psalm alowud. If your group is large,
break up into small groups for this inveshigalion. The God of Creation
(Ps. 8), God’s goodness (Ps. 150), stvength (Ps. 124 gnd 125), salvation

(Ps. 43), delivervance (Ps. 43), perfection (Ps. 15), justice & vindication

(Ps. 70), holiness (Ps. 1), mercy (Ps. 123), compassion (Ps. 3), ¢creatness
(Ps. 134), majesty (Ps. 131), faithfulness (Ps. 100), redemption (Ps. 2),
qrace, kindness (Ps. 117), the nearness of God (Ps.4), holiness (Ps. 99),
God of justice (Ps. 82), help (Ps. b4), joy (Ps. 120).

Think for a momenl aboul the hitle prayer: “God is greal, God 1s good.
Letus thank Him for our food.” If God were only great, He might be a
terrorvist or u dictator. If God were only good, He might mean well but
luck the ability to be “an ever-present help in time of trouthle” (Psulm
46:1). But He is both great and good; thevefore we thank Him for every-
thing we enjoy. This is what praise is: acknowledging God’s delivering
power and publicly celebrating God's goodness. To praise and glovify
God is our highest duby and chief purpose.

This lesson is a study of descriptive words which help us understand
what praise is in our daily lives, These words are from the Hebrew
langunge taken from the Old Teslament. Copy and distribule the
Hebrew Word Szarch (masler provided) to help mbroduce these words
and what they look like to the kids. Allow tine for the kids fo complete
this word search before contimiimg with the lesson.

Let's begin with an understanding of perhaps the greatest book of praise
to God whicl Itas ever been written: The Psalins., The Hebrew title of
the Book of Psalins is Tehillim (pronounced, tu-hee-leem’), litevally the
“Book of Praises.” The Psalms magnify und praise the Lord, exalt His
attributes, His names, His Word and His goodness. Whether you find
yourselfin deep need or abounding oy, you can always find a psalm
which expresses your mmosl feeling.

DESCRIPTIVE WORDS FOR PRAISE . . .

Halal (pronounced, haw-l1al’), one of the Hebrew wovrds for "praise,”
means “to boast about someone with words and singing.” Halal is the
rootword from which “hallehjah” is formed. The phrase is 4 commund:
hallelu-Jah ("All must praise Jah, or Jehovah!”), Halal usually conveys the
idea of speaking ur singing about the glorics, virtues, or honor of
someone or somethimg. In Old Testament imes, one of the dubies of the
Lewvitical priests was to stand evevy morming and evening lo thank and
praise the Lovd (1 Chronicles 23:30).



“to g’]ory n;

to calm , soothe”

“than ]csg’ivi ng "

“h .
[ eerlng m

trium pll"

“c].ancing’ for joy”

Ers -
a great victory
S]‘|out”

Shabach (pronounced, sheb-akh’), unother interesting word for
“praise,” inclhudes the idea of calming a vaging sea (Psalm 657, 89:9)
or hushing up things within vne’s heart (Proverbs 29:11). There
appears to be a conmnechion between “praising with words” and
“soothing with words.” Posilive inpul from others alw ays seemns to
soothe anyone who hus ever been upsel,

Todah (tad-aw’), is the Hebrew word for “thanksgiving.” This word

is devived from the verb yadah (yed-ow’), “to give thanks, lo praise.”
The root of yadah is yad, "hand.” Thus, to thank or praise God is “to
lift or extend one’s hands” in thanks to Him, Todah appeurs more than
30 times in the Old Testament, a dozen of these in the Psalms (50.23;
100:4), Todah is translated “sacrifice of praise” in Jereminh 33:11,

FPraise means fo vejoice, to be glad in the Lord. Rmnah (rin-naw’)
depicts 1 shoul of rejoicing,; shouting; loud cheeving in brivnph; stng-
ing. Rinnah describes the kind of joyft:l shouting at the time of a great
victory (Proverbs 11:10), Zephaniah 3:17 literally says that God will
dance over His beloved people with singing or a shout of juy. Rinnah
may best be illustrated by the lestimony of the redeemed, returning to
Zion from captivity. Rinnah is the word for both singing and joy.

Anotherword forvejoicing is gil (¢hil), which suggests “dancing for
joy,” or “leaping for joy,” since the verb vriginally meant “to spin
avound with mlense motion.” God dances for joy over Jerusalem and
because of His people (Isainh 65:19; Zephanial 3:17). In hurn, His
redeemed citizens ure joyful in their King, they praise Him with
dances, with instruments, and with siging (Psalm 1492, 3).
Although everything is wrong in Habakkuk’s external world, he is
leaping for joy over his fellowship with Yahweh (Habakkuk 3:18).

“And they sang responsively, praising and giving thanks fo the LORD: ~
For He is good, for His mevcy endures forever townrd Isvael.” Then all the
people shovted with a great showt, when they praised the LORD, becanse
the foundation of the house of the LORD was Iaid” (Ezra 3:11). Tenu ah
(le-voo’-uh) means a shout of joy, a clamor, blast of lrumpels; the
sounding of an alavin {especially with a tnanpel); a cry of jubilee;

a victory shout. Tevu uh is un eur-piercing, great noise, a sound that
cannot be ignoved. Terw'ah describes the shouting of the Israclites
when the ark was returning (2 Samucl 6:15). In Leviticus 259, feru ah
is translate d "Jubilee,” literally “trumpet of the loud sound.” Teri ah
is a significant term in Psalms,; please refer to Psalm 27:6; 333, 47.5;
30:15; 150:5,

Taga ttaw-kah’) means “to clatter, clang, sound blow (trumpets), clap,
strike. "Oh, clap your hands, all you peoples! Shout to God with the voice of
frivomtph!” (Psalm 47:1). Taga describes pitching a lent or fastening a
nail, probuably due to the striking of the hawmmer used for both tusks.
Int other refevences, taga describes blowing a trumpet or sounding an
alarm. Thus taga indicates enerey and enthusiasm, Here all nations
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are commanded to clap their hands and shout triumphantly to God. God
has built into us an almost instinctive urge to clap and shoutwheneover
piclory is expevienced.

Shir (sheer) means “to sing,” veferring specifically to the kind of song
that is sung with the htiman voice, “Hear, O kings! Give ear, O princes! ],
even I, will sing to the LORD,; I will sing praise to the LORD God of Isracl”
(fizdges 5:3). Zamar (zem-awv’) is anclher common Old Tesiamenl word
meaning “to make music, sing praises; to sing songs accompanied by
musical insbruments (especially stringed instruments).” "Let them praise
His nuame with the dance; et them sing praises to Him with the timbyel and
harp” (Psalm 149:.3). From this word is devive d mizmor, usually translated
“psalm” oy “song.” Mizmor may be vocal as well as instrumental.
Musical instrumenls are usually a vilal parf of praise and worship.

As you can see, praise is multi-faceted: boasting, thanking, cheering,
shouting, dancing, clapping, playing instruments, and singing of God’s
delivering power and great goodness. Heaven will be filled with unend-
ing praise and worship. In some ways, our experience on eqrth could be
viewed as rehearsal for an eternity of praising God. We must enter into
the spirit of heaven if the spirit of heaven is to enter us.

Choose one or more chavacleristics of God thal veally amaze you and
wrile your pwn psalm of praise fo the Lord (one lo three paragraphs).
Thank Him, rejoice in Him, boast ubout Him, commend Him, adove Him,
celebrate His excellence, admive Him, exalt Him (Lift Him up high) and
worship (bow yourself down low before Him). Your psalm may read

like a song (Le. certain phrases may be vepeated), but it doesn’t have to
rhyme.

Most important, vemember to make praise a way of life. God deserves to
be praiscd. We should praise Him. Our entire life showld be filled with
God’s praise.

Hawve the kids ctut out of magazines several scenic photographs depicting
the power of Gud. Perhaps they might find photos of people express-
ing excifement or awe at one of these sights. Together as a group create
a magazine called “Reasons to Praise God.” If the magazine hurns out
well and you have the permission of your church leadership, display

the magazine m the lobby area of your church. Be sure to include on the
cover the name of your group and an appropriate scripture
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IVIL (JOVERNMENT

LESSON AIM

KEY VERSE

ITEMS NEEDED

DECLARATION
OF FAITH

To know the Christian’s responsibility to legitimate authority.
To learn how to live with authority.

“Let every soul be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no auithority
except from God, and the authorities that exist ave appointed by God.”
(Romans 13:1)

Pencils

Photocopies of the “Ten Commandments” handout
Photocopies of the “Romans 13”7 handout
Scenarios photocopied and handed out to groups

_____

\X/e believe that civil government is of Divine appointment, for the
interests and good order of human society, and that governors and

| rulers should be prayed for, obeyed and upheld, at all times except

only in things opposed to the will of our Lord Jesus Christ, Who is

‘| the ruler of the conscience of Hig people, the King of Kings and the
Lord of
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Some kids don't like
. themselves and have no
prol:|zm treating others
l:ac”y. Be sensitive ta
this and accentuate
God’s unconditional

i love to each person.
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Divide the class inlo two fo four teams. Supply objects such as balloons,
otranges, balls, potatoes, ete. Have each feam choose an object and wrile
their owwn rules for o velay gume. This can be done indooys or outside.
When the teams finish writing their rules, have them line up according to
their groups. HOWEVER, at the last minute, take some of the kids from
one leam and switch them with another. The teams will run the relays
with each person following fhe rules their oviginal team created. The
result will be confusion and frustration. Aftey the exercise, discuiss some of
these guestions:

*Why didw’t the velays work?

*Would following the vules of the leawm you joined help the success
of the reluy?

*When are rules good?
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A person’s first obligation is to what God says. Howewver, as long as we
live in this world, we have an obligation to obey government vr author-
ity (I Peter 2:13, 14, 17). It makes no diffevence if the leaders are dishonest
ot unfuir. Law and order is ordained by God and is necessary for people
to live in a safe and peaceful envivonment. Any kind of covernment is
vetter than anarchy {chaos or lawlessness). Even the worst o fficials strive
to preserve sume sort of order. Jesus did not call for revolution against
Rowme, even though it was a government that perseculed certain groups
of people. Instead, He instructed His followers to live within the govern-
mental system and concentrate on BEING LOVING CHRISTIANS AND
SHOWING OTHERS THE LOVE OF GOD.

oy
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The Christian’s attitude toward authority and the law should be one of
prayerfulness. We as Amevicans have a right to disagree with any public
official or law, but as Christians we have an obligation to pray for our
leaders, police, leachers and parenls. When we pray for these people, we
ARE obeying God’s law (Rowmans 13:1) 1 Timothy 2:1-2). Jesus command-
ed us to pray for ose who persecule us (Matthew 544).
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Ifyou love others us you love yourself and treat them as you would like
fo be trealed, you won’t steal from them, lie to them, or bry to hurt them.
Whewn you love others according to God’s Word, you do no wrong to
them. That kind of behavior fulfills all of God’s laws (Romans 13:9,10).
If you are trying to do guod, obey the rules and live peace fully with
others, you have nothing to fear from authority. Obey the law for two
reasons: to keep from being punished and because you are supposed to
(Romans 13.3,4).
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Romans 13:13, 14 (Living Bible) tells us: “Be decent and true it coerithung
we do so that all can approve your behaetor. Don'tspend youy Hwe B weild
puarlies and gelting drunk or in adtdlery and hust, or fighling, or jealousy. Bul
ask the Lovd Jesus Christ to help you live s you shoudd, and dov’t muke plans 1o
enjoy evil.” -

Iz. itew? 1whtfm d Lhnstum tD dlbubffu ﬂw gm?e??mwﬂ _ gThe Bible gipes
examples of people who refused to obey leadeyship or govermment. Ve
alsv read about civil government refusing people the ltherty to worship
and obey God freely. When a governmenl! ve fuses these individual free-
doms, it s lost its authority from God. In Acks 527-29 Hie apostles were
forbidden to preach the Gospel. They disobeyed the local law to obey
God's command to share the Good News. Ve are also not to blindly
follow aleader who hurts other people or disobeys God’s lnws. Even
though we do the right things for he vight reasons, dlsobeymg COMmmMon
law on these grounds may hamz difficrlt vesulls. As longias we are
obedient lo God, He will help us throuigh these hard silalions.

Hund out copies of “The Ten Commandments” (master vrovided) and
allow kids time to write in the commandments. This can be donc
mdividually or as a group. Afler they have finished b]iné thent togelher
and ask someone to read Muatthew 22:37-40 and Rouns: I? 9.10 mld ask
these guestions:

» Did the Ten Commandments get changed or deleted?
Explain what these verses say to you,

» Do you think someone could get into Heaven just by keepino
the Ten Commandments?

» Does total love for God empoweryou to love youy
neighbor and yourself?

IWE DON'T SPECIFICALLY LIVE BY THE TEN COMMANDMENTS,
RATHER BY GOD'S MORAL LA - LOVE,

Divide the class into groups. Photocopy the Scenmiusfr@im page 40/
this lesson. Cuteach scenarvio apart from its answer and pass out one
scendrio to each group., Have g volunfeer from cuch group read their
seenario and let the group discuss why they thought the Taw was unfair.
Then read the complete answer to the scenario and et them rethink
their answers. Somelimes we think o law 1s wnfan gnd really 1 sernes
fo profect us.

[Vith this lesson you will find 2 handoul of Romans 13 fmm the Living
Bible. This handout will be helpfiil should you choose fose this gltey-
nate activiby.



The real problem:

The law allovws the homeless to sleep
in their cars in the church parldng lat.
Hewever, the church building is not
up to code to house so many homeless
people—rfar both bathroom facilities

and in rase of emergency evacuation.

The real prablem-

The law states that NO ONE can
black the entrance to a pul:|ic bui'ding_
What if they blocked the entrance to sur
churches? Would Jesus have found it
necessary to block an entrance? Could
a person’s motivation be right, yet their

methods be wrong?

The real problem:

The Bible is filled with staties of wars
and battles. Some battles were neces-
sary for the safety of per|e, Others
wete in defense of arrogant leaders. In
mast cases, when Gaod was speaking
to the leaders al the armies, He |-|e|pec|
them win the battles in miraculous ways.
i.e. Joshua & Jeticho, Gideon & the
Midianites. We are to serve our country

and our leader even into war.

Secenario 1: A pastor allow s homeless people to park their cars in
the church parking lot and sleep theve vvernight. Eventually he
allows people o come into the church to slecp. Lots of homeless
people gather at the church every night. Local law enforcement

asks the Pastor to turn aw oy many of the people, but the pastor

does notobey. The city taukes the Pastor to court. 1Wus the Pustor
wrong?

Scenario 2: Some people from a church learn that a local health
centeris performing abortions on wowmen. God’s Word says it is
wrong to take innocent life. The people block the entrance to the
clinic and yell at the women and tell them that ubortion is wrong.
The people from the church are arrested. Were they legally vight?
Were they acling as Jesus would?

Scenario 3: One of the Cominandmnents is “Thou shalt not kill.”
Yet many times we us Americans are called to fight in wars thut
cause a great loss of life, What does a Christian who is serving in
the Armed Forces do?




In God We Trust “Investigation” Handout

Rovans 13
Twe LTVING BraLe TRANSLATION

Obey the government, for God is the one who has put it there. There is no government any-
where that God has not placed in power. * So those who refuse to obey the laws of the land are
wﬁlsing to abey God, and punishment will follow. 3 For the policeman does not ﬁi;ghten people who
are daing n;ght; but those doin:g evil will abways fear him. So if you don’t want to be afiaid, keep the
laws and you will get along well.  The policeman is sent by God to help you. But if you are doing
something wrong, of course you should be afraid, for he will have you punished. He is sent by God
for that very purpose. 5 Obey the laws, then, for two reasons: first, to keep from being punished, and
second, just because you know you should

¢ Pay your faxes too, fér these samie two reasons. For gowmment workers need to be paid s0
that they can kecp on doing God's work, serving you. 7 Pay everyone whatever he ought to have: pay
your taxcs and import dutics gladly. obey those over you, and give honov and respect to all those to
whom it is due. * Pay all your debts except the debt of love for others—never finish paying thatl For
if you love them, you will be obeying all of God's laws, fulfilling all His requirements. © If you love
your ne{ghbars as much as you Jove yaursclf you will not want to harirr or cheat him, or kill him or
steal _ ﬁvm him. And you won't sin with his wife or want what is his, or do anythfr{_g else the Ten
commandments say is wrong. All ten are wrapped up in this one, to love your m’{ghbor as you fove
yourself. © Love does no wrong to anyone. That's why it fully satisfies all of God's requirements. It
is the only law you need. " Another reason for right living is this: you know how late it is; time is
running out. Wake up, for the coming of the Lovd is nearer now than when we first believed. »» The
night is far gone, the day of His return will soon be here. Se quit the evil deeds of darkness and put
on the armor of” rzght livir;g, as we who live in the day[{ght should! Be decent and true in Wcﬂything
you do so that all can approve your behavior: Don’t spend your time in wild parties and getting
drunk or in adulfery and Jlust, or ﬂghting,‘ ar jealousy. “ But ask the Lord Jesus Christ to help you

live as you should, and don't make plans to enjoy evil,



“In God We Trust” Handout

The

Fill in the
appropriate com-
mandment, Write
it in your awn
words.

Commandments about our
relationship with God

Commandments about our
relationghips with other people




LESSON AIM

KEY VERSE

ITEMS NEEDED

DECLARATION
OF FAITH

GROUP
INTERACTION

To realize that worship is seeing God’s awesome beauty and power and
responding to Him in a life of thankfulness.

“Gioe unto the LORD the glovy due unto His name; worship the LORD in the beatity
of holiness.” (Psalm 29:2)

Video sports clips (pg.1)
Photocopics of “How Can I Worship God” handott (master provided)
Prepare a handoul or overhead lransparency for Insiruction Time (pg.2)

Wrship belongs only unto God Almighty {(Exodus 34:14) and wor-
ship is ascribed to Jesus (Matthew 14:33). “They thaf were in the ship
camme ahd worshipped him, saying, Of a truth thou art the Son of God...”
At Jesus® birth the wise men came to worship Him. God commanded
concerning His Son, “...let all the angels of God worship Him”

(Hebrews 1:6).

Secure a video tape from your local library or video vental storve which
depict outstanding sports highlights or clips o f extreme sports. (Be sure to
preview care fully and avoid any graphic violence or bloody scenes and
other inappropriate depictions which can sometimes occur in this type of
video.) Begm your group time with your video selection and allow
fmaybe evewn encourage) the kids to gasp and cheer over what they see.
The bigger their reaction the easier it will be to make the point of this
lesson.
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Break into groups of two or three and talk about the extreme videos they
watched. Direct the conversation by asking these questions:

2% Who in this video did you most admire and why?

A

2 Why do you think someone would attempt the things they did?

A

zn Would we go to the edge fo show God we adore end worship Him ?
= Is there anything about God so great/ powerful/ mighty to compare
with the things you wakched in this video?

z2 Whatwould you be willing to do as an act worship for God?

DESCRIPTIVE WORDS FOR WORSHIP . . .

This lesson is u study of three biblical words which help us understand whut
worship is in our daily lives. Biblical worship is the expression of reverence,
admiration, and devotion to God. OId Testament worship is described
using these terms: “serve, bow down, pledge alle gience, honor, fear, and
revere.” The New Testament continues this idea and teaches us to worship
Jesus Christ us God’s Somn,

Shachah means “to bow, to stoop, to bow down before someone as an act
of submission or reverence; lo worship; lo fall or bow down when paying
homuage o God.” The primary meaning is “to make oneself low.” “Exalt the
LORD our God, and worship at His footstool - He is holy” (Psalin 99.5). Exult
the Lovd (lift Him up high) und worship (bow yourselves down low before
Him) at the place of His feet

We are to show submission and reverence for our Holy God.

Lypuinos expresses not only praise for what God does for us, but ulso for Who
He 1s, recognizing His glory (Ephesians 1.6),

We are to know and admire our awesome God.

The most common word forworship used in the New Testament is
proskameo: “to fall down prostrate in reverence, to humbly bow down,
worship, adore.” Speaking to the Samaritan woman, Jesis defined frie
worship as the spivitual connection between God and a person: “True
worshipers . . . worship the Father in spivit and truth, for they are the kind of
worshipers the Father seeks. God is spivit, and His worshipers st worship Him
in spirit and in truth” (John 4:23-24).

We are to be tolally devoted to our Heavenly Father.
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How Can | Worship-Godz
Handout

We do not worship angels, saints, shrines, or relics. All belicvers have 4
one dimensional worship, to the only Lord and Savior: “The twenty-four
elders fall dvwn before Him who sits on the throne and worship Him who lives
forever and ever, and cast thetr crowns before the throne” (Revelation 4:10).

Jesus quoted Deuteronomy 6:5 as the first and greatest commuandment:
“You shail love the LORD your God with all your heavt and with all your soul
and with all your strength.” Worshippers should put their whole heart and
soul into their worship and honor God for His provision forevery aspect
oflife. Worship is more than joyful obedience based on a loving velation-
ship - it is wholehearted, extravagant devotion,

Have the group tead the story of Mary’s act of worship in John 12:1-8.
Spikenavd was a valuable and fragrant ointment, imporied from Imim in
alabaster boxes. Because of its costliness, spikenard was used only fur very
special oceasions. The amount of spikenard that NMary pamred over Jesus
represt’med ten months of wages equivalent to at least $15000 0¢ more
today. Most people would consider this actof devotion a senseless and
total waste. But the lovely fragrance of Mary's worship hngers to this day,
She understood who Christ was. She gave more than she hmi tu give .,
going beyond what the average person gipes.

Think ubo"ui these guestions und discuss with the entire group:
How far would you go to prove your loyalty to ﬂf?i&'ﬂd 7
How faywondd you goto prove your loyalty to a fﬂm:lu member?
Hiw far would you go to prove your loyalty to Jesus?

Allow tome for the kids to put inlo practice some of the concepts they have
heard and discussed in this lesson. Give each person a copy of the hand-
o1t "How Cun I Worship God?” Perhaps yoti would like to play some
soft music which lends itself to veflective thought., You might choose to
take it a step further and dim the lights creating a move calm environment,
Encourage the kids to prayerfully consider their responses to the state-
wents on the handout and respond to God through personal prayer.

Our kids need to be remanded that this kind of reflection, me ditation and
conversation with their Heavenly Father is a scriptural and desivable way
to spend their time.



WORSHIP

Spend a few minutes praying and thinking about these statements
and write your response_t_p*éﬁ& one. "+

Then, take the time on a regular basis to ralk to God abou_t_,:fhose answers.
Remember that biblical worship is: the expression of

reverence, admiration afid devation to God.
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LESSON AIM To realize how important titne is to man.

To recognize that God is the author und manager of time.

KEy VERSE “T am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End,” says the Lord,
TWho s and 1Vho was and TWho 1s to come, e Almighty.””
{Revelation 1:8)

ITEMS NEEDED Bible, pens, pencils 3x5 cards

Prizes for Time Trivia Items for group activity
Fhotocopies of brivia cards Clock orwatch for visual
Dice or Spinning Wheel Time Foods (optional)
INT e mmmmmnn

DEC LARATION ‘Lw ow unto the King ETERNAL, immeortal, invisible: the only wise !

! God, be honour and glory for ever and ever. Amen” {1 Timothy 1:17). !
OF FAITH { The Psalmist exclaimed, “...even from everlasting to everlasting, thou !
i art God” (Psalm 90:2b). His Existence, to express it from a human :
! perspective, is from everlasting past to everlasting future. The same |
by Duffield and Van Cleave, copytight, 1983 ! claims of eternity are from the mouth of Jesus in Revelation 1:8 and
! 22:13. The Eternal God is the giver of eternal life through His Eternal :
{ Son: “He that hath the Son hath life...” (1 John 5:12). God’s majestic |
- NAME given to Moses in Exodus 3:14, “I AM THAT I AM,” reveals Him '

Tak=n from Foundations of Pent=costal Theology,

by LLEE. Bibl= College, pg. 70.

i as above

time.

GROUP Have the kids sit in a circle. Pass Qutmgdem dﬂy ifemg or pl.'cm‘res of
ttetmts that may not have been available in Bible Himes (ie. nail clippers,
hairbrush, thermometer, nutcrackey, balloon, bottle of bubbles, ete.).
Huwe the kids hold the object or picture und share a few sentences
about what people might have done with the object back in Bible
times. Example, hatrbrush could have been a loolthbrush for Golialh.
The crazier the story, the more fun the activily.
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Who Owns Time
is a “Fun Night”
and includes
more games and
activities than

a usual lesspn.
Add to this fun
night by plaving
relay games
using a stop
walch or other
timed game.
The more time
related activity in
this lesson, the
better.
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Photocopy the attache d trivia questions. Cut them out and place them in one
oritwo piles. Divide the group into teams, If possible have a spinning wheel
or dice lo delermine how many poinls each leam will gel if they answer the
questions correctly. Give a small prize to everyone for participating in the
game. If you choose, make up some wtore brivia guestions relating to time.

After the game, introduce the lesson with these questions:
How would you define time?

Cuan people control time?

Could we live an orderly life without wisely using Hine ?
Who is in charge of time ?

Who really controls time?

It is diffici:li to de fine TIME. It is something we use, waste, spend, and
watch every day. But when we have to explain what it is, we find TIME
is z little move difficult. Forexample, Webster’s Dictionary de fines TIME
2s "z nonqpfzﬁal continuum in which events occur in apparently trreversible
succes sion.” It is wuch easier fo describe TIME than 1t is to define.

Let's make aneffort to describe TIME:

Time determines when we go to school and when we go home.

Time allows several people lo meel for a party al the same TIME.

Time is measured by using a clock, a sundial, an hourglass,
awatch, a melronome, a pendulum.

Time 1s ereated by God for our benefit,

Time is controlled by God even though it is meastred by people.

Man has tried for centuries to control time or discover ways to travel
through time. One way man has atlempted to control time for personal
benefit is to create Daylight Saving Time.

All but three states in our country use Daylight Saving Time from April
through Oclober each year. Rather than adding or saving ime, we are
really controlling our clocks--not ime itself. Think about il
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Daylight Saving Titne is a brtucmon whevre man has tried to Lontml the
effects of titne, by changing the clock. We will now learn how God
controlled the effects of time and literally slowed the rotation of the earth
to change the destinyg of Israel and her allies.

: £ (Joshua 10:1)
]oshuy: was d sho spmtual Ieu:de? for the nation of Israel. Israel had just
destroyed two ewvil kmg:ioms —Aiand Jericho, Another country, Gibeon
was a large and wealthy kingdom and had a great army. It was sought
afler by other kings. The King of Gibeon joined with Israel vather than
Sfight thewm which made some kings pretiy upset that Gibeon changed
loyalties and enteved nto a peace agreemnent with Israel.
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HERE (Joshua 10:3-5)
Adom-ngek the King of Jertisulem got together with the King of
Hebron, the King of Jarmuth, the King of Lachish, and the King of Eglon,
and decided they had a chance to defeat Gibeon. So they staged a surprisc
attack. The King of Gibeon found out about this and he sent a messenger
to ask Joshua for help.

Joshua turned for help to his Hegvenly Father. In response, God said,
“Don’t be afraid of them I have given them to you to destroy.” (Joshua 10.8,
The Living Bible). Joshua traveled to Gibeon all night and surprised the
other arnties. God sent down a hailstovin that killed many of thewmn.

As Joshua and his army weve chasig affer the surpivors of the hadstorm,
he asked God to still the sum md moon (os 11), And the sun ond moon
didn’t move®* untl the Isracli army had finishe d the destruction of its
enemies. The *earth’s rolation actually slowed for almost kventy-four
hours. The Lord lengthened a day because of a man's prayer!

The Fort Worth Star-Telegram ran an atticls in the May 11, 1870 edition of the
newspapef regarding scientific proof of a missing day. Harold Hill:wzs the president of
the Curtis:e=ngine Company and s consultantin the spacs program. Mr Hill stetedthat
the space scientists at Green Belt, Maryland were tryng to determine the position of the
sur; oon: and planets 180 years and 1800 years from now. In order fo: da this-they had
toplot the orblts thraugh past centurigs;

While runh ind the computer measurements back, the computer halisd. Ther= was a

discrepancy .a day was missing in space and e[apsed time, {This mfnrmatmn was pravided: by
1he Hugh Ros& Chnstian Organization; Heasons to Believe:)

Pass out 3x5 cards to every kid, Tell them the following scenerio:

Assume that God gave you 24 extra hours this weck to do something
really important for Him. Assume that He allowed you lo choose what
you did for Him in those 24 hours. What really important thing could you
do for God within those extra 24 hours? Ask the kids to each wrile down
on their index card what they would do.

If ime permits, talk about their answers. Help the kids to prioritize what
is most important as they serve the Lord.

Conchide this lessom wilh a time of ve freshments emphasizing, of course,

“TIME FOODS.”

Some exumples:
Stinny Delight
Sun Chips
Sunkist oranges

Now and Laters
Sunflower seeds
Sunmaid vaisins



Who Owns Time

1. What time will it be
during the first minute of
the year 2000?

i 4. What percentage of i
' electricity is saved each !
. day during Daylight Sav- |
. ing Time? 1% I
| 5% :
I 10% l
25%

7. Who were one of the
earliest users of accurate
time?

Scientists

Astronomers

Army

Navy

| 10. What is the current

. standard used to determine
. world time?

| Co-ordinated Universal Time
. Atomic Time

| Greenwich Mean Time

i Prime Meridian Time

13. Daylight Saving
Time prevents crime.
True or False?

2. What are the two dates
for the time changes for
Daylight Saving Time?

5. What would take longer
- ah hour of running ot an
hout of walking?

8. What year was the first
time Europe changed all of
its clocks to the same time?

1890

1918

1954

1996

11. Does Daylight
Saving time make the
sun “set” one hour later
or one hour earlier?

14. Daylight Saving reduc-
es traffic.
True or False?

3. What three states in
the U.S. do not observe
Daylight Saving Time?

6. How many time zones
are there in the world?
4
8
12
24

9. Which of the following
is NOT a way that time is
measured?
Ephemeris time
Atomic time
Lunar time
Dynamical time

12. If a stopwatch

was set {o meastre
milli-seconds, how long
would it take to reach a
normal minute?

15. What is the speed ot
light?
123,000 miles per second
435,000 miles per minute
186,000 miles per second
238,000 miles per second
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Who Owns Time

16. What is the life span

of the house fly? 17. What month of the

18. What year follows

: 4 days . year is the earth closest to L B.C7
| > weeks ! the sun?

I 1 month l

| 24 hours |

19. If a plane crashed 20. How much time

on the border of Eastern does the average petr-

Standard Time and son spend sleeping?

I l 21. How many yeats has
. Central Standard Time, : 8 hours a day

God allowed for man to
f live?

which time would they use 6 hours a day

in estimating the time of 9 hours a day

death of the sutvivors?

24. How long does it take
for the light from the sun
to reach us?

2 Howlngisalight- 1 S5 LN R T e

- year? 93,000,000 miles ., coca-Cola ever produced
| 55,000,000 miles ' to flow over Niagra Falls?
| 125,000,000 miles '

9,000,000 miles

27. Which planet orbits the
sun at the fastest speed?

25. How fast does a
raindrop fall under

26. Which planet has the
longest day from sunrise

i normal conditions? i to sunrise? Mars

: 1 mile per hour ! Mercury Venus

' 7 miles per hour | getﬁfrlgy
. 11 miles per hour : Farth

i 25 miles pet hour i Pluto

30. Which city, on an
average, has the fastest
walking peaple?
Boston
New York
Los Angeles
Orlando

29. Which planet is al-
ways seen during eatly
morning or twilight?

28. How many weeks in
a leap-year?

-
1
1
1
I
I
I
I
I
1
1
1
1
1
1
I
l
[
I
1
1
1
1
1
1
:

Venus l
I
1
1
:
1
|
I
I
I
I
1
1
1
1
1
1
I
I
I
I
I
l
L
1
1
1
I
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1. 12:01 AM W . e
2. First sunday of April and last Sunday of October ﬁ)ﬁ,«/f;ﬁfﬁﬁ/jﬁ,é
3. Hawaii, Arizona and the eastern time zone of Indiana ff;”ﬁf f;-’i-ﬂ*# '
4 1% L
b, The sume amount =
b, 24
7. Navy C = r C
8 199b €
8. Luwnar Time C
{Epheineris Time is based on lunnv obseronlions;
Atomic Tinte is bused ou clock dals from numerous countries; < <
Dywnrical Time is buased on nioton of celestinl bodies.)
10, Co-ordinuted Umoersal Time r
11. Later
12 One munule God is above time
13. True
14, Filse
15. 186,000 miles per second
16, 2weeks
17, January C < ( [
18, AD 1
19. No death for survivors
20, 8hours a duy
21. 70years (see Psalm 90:10)

N

s

The Spirit Filled Life Bible on Genesis 11:10-26 suys: “Longevity was dropping sharply, from Nouah’s 950 years
to Abraham’s 175 years, in just 10 generations. This veduclion was symbolically porirayed iv Genesis 0.3 (120 yenrs).
Poalm 90:10 will Inter reduce the span of o pevrson’s life to a symbolic 70 years.”

22, 93,000,000 miles
23. 23 hours

24, 8 minutes >

25, 7miles per hour

26. Venus (1 day on Venus is equal to 117 duys on earth.)

27, Mevrcury (to avoid the sun’s pull)

28. H2 weeks |

29, Mercury (becavse it is so aligned with the sun it cannolt be seen af night.)
30. Boston

3 D

3



