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Just a few words regarding this third unit of Baseline:

First, we have changed two lessons that are listed on the tab. Since this unit
is theology based, we changed the lesson about Ministry Gifts to the Baptism
with the Holy Spirit. We have also added a special holiday lesson about the
Day of Pentecost.

Second, we have tried to assist you in working with the middle school age
group so we have included a section called Road Rules. These are guidelines
for class activities and discipline.

Finally, we would like to extend a special thanks to our contributing
editors:

Rev. Rick Wulfestieg, Director of the Foursquare National Department of Christian Education
Becky Anderson, Administrative Assistant for the Foursquare C.E. Dept. and 1997 L.I.E.E. graduate
Rev. vicki Brobeck, Pastor, Rancho Cucamonga Foursguare Church, MA. Theology, M.A. Marriade ard Family Therapy
Dr. Mary Lou Canata, Foursguare Children’s Ministry Field Consultant

Rev. Darrel Fraley, Author, speaker and Children’s Pastor at New Hope Community Church

Rev. Rod Light, Resource and Training Development for the Foursquare C.E. Depl.

Rev. Lynn Sawyer, Northwest District C.E. Representative

Marcene Trujillo, Research Editor
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Patti Wulfestieg, Baseline Project Coordinator
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Baseline is developed by the Foursquare National Christian Education Department.
For additional Baseline units, T-shirts or teaching resources please contact:
National Department of Christian Education 213.989.4270

Foursguare Resource Center {orders only) 800.992.7444
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he key to coopervative learning is for kids and adults fo agree that ..

Everyone int the group will have o good hime
No one will have a good time at the expense of unother
Everyone will abide by the same code of conduct

o nsure a pleasant group environment, we encourage the following:
Posta code of conductmade up of four ov five general vules
Huave u clear consequence estublished for vepeat violations of the code
Provide consistent and caring enforcement of the code of conduict

. ou may choose to use the following statements as part of your code of conduck:
:  Respecteach other
Hands off of others and their stuff
Help vutwhen asked
FPray

This code has purposely been left ¢eneral to muake application in your group edsier. If one of
the items doesn’t fif or you need to add something, ¢o ahead. The idea is to provide a listof
expeclations fur everyone that can be easily followed and enforced with fairness.

Decide ahead of Hme willt your helpers, co-leaders or support leam wiat specific conse-
guences you will enact for kids who violute the code. A few suggestions ave given here but
be creative and stay focused on the goal to encourage the kids to cooperate with you and
with cach vther,

Adult presence (someone hangs oul close to the kid)

Chill Out {a few minules oulside the room)

Try Aguinin Two Weeks (can’t velurn lo the group for one or liwo meefings)
If a kid is removed from the group for any length of time, the group leader ov stuff person
shouild schedule a meeting with the parent(s) and the kid to attempt a time of personal min-
isiry which may resull in a correclive palh and evenlual vesloralion lo the group.
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Tips to Appid Possible Misbehuvior:

1 Fit nctivities to the size of your group. ]gst
Oa tl eS be cause you can fikeveryone ground one gi-
nto do it. People

ant table is not a good 1euso

=

-------- in this uge group learn more and are belter
hehaved in several small groups (up to cight

Tips for Be ginni -
gmning the Group Without Proble kids) than in one big group.

1. Spend time with the
supplics equi
the kids see
than a franti

o ms: |
cids as they arvive. Haoe

2. Be excited s . i to help them stuy on task.

o h;y:tczd and enifzumasﬁc about the group time 1

}m" P ”””ffd- Your attitude will 4 :rp ; © i
ge portion of the success elermime g

of the meeling. onslration -- of what the kids ave 10 do.

| 4, Give appropriate 1CC0 gnition to kids

is right.

ﬂpdn‘ient prepared and in place so thal 2 5 Have o teacher/ leade¥ participalte with
! jt‘lafndlyface greeting them rather i small groups, if possible. Pre-teens need the
s confused out-of-control leader. 1 physical presence and participation of an adult

3. Give clear diveclions - and maybe a dewn-

while they are duing what you @ unt them to.
% Smiles, pats, winks and words of affinnation
| are potent allies n helping these kids do what

.

Issues We Would Rather Not Discuss, But Must

g

The Bible gives us divection regarding Hsing, selling or distributing drugs. Ronmans 137 inshructs us

to be subject to the civil authiorities since they wre ordained of God. Inobedience ta this scripitre, Wwe
encourage Baseline groups fo reportall violutions of drug use, sales, 0¥ distribution to local lnw enforce-
ment agencies.

Peysonalffanal Flazrasnsnend

As brothers und sisters in Chrisl, we are to vrespect all people nd treat Hiem with the sante dignity Jesus
would extend. This position elitninates any possible excuse for intimidation 0¥ harrassiment ot any de-
seviption in the classroont. Adults and kids should be consiste nily reminded of our responsibilily to one
another to edify and help each other. Amy attesnpt to hamm, fatinidate ov harrass anyone in e group
should be strongly dealf with and redivected.

S Neapons

The Baseline group should be i place Uf secterily, ledriring and muhial shaving. Thevefore, weapons of
any descrip tion do notbelong and will be canfiscated and, if necessary, firned voer to either the parent
ov to law enforcementofficers.

Pevninal Abuse

Physical, e bio tal, o sexunl abise 18 neverdccep table and mmust be cavefully respo nded to. Leadersof
the Baseline group mustbe properly inteyviewed, screened and fingerprinted fo provide propet protecs
tion for the kidsin He group. Tordelails onpro ceedures forscre eming leaders, co ntact the Notional
 Foursquare Deparbne ntof Chrishon Education at 213.989.4270.

Buseline leaders should know that they are considered by niost states fo be mandated reporters of

suspected child abuse. For clarification on this issue or for guidelines of reporting, conlact the natio nal
child abuse holline vr Yyouy local child protective serpices ugency.
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LESSON AIM

KEY VERSE

To understand the character of God.

“That all the peoples of the earth may know the Lord is God and that there is none
else.” I Kings 8:60

Pencils/ Paper/ Bibles Fhotocopies of “The Perfect Father”

|TEMS N EEDED Signs: “always trust” “sometimes trust” “sometimes distrust” “mostly distrust”

DECLARATION

GROUP
INTERACTION

%X;@Ei%}

it is certain that God does hot exist merely as a great immobile Head-
piece of the Universe. We come into intimate contact with Him and have
definite responsibilities toward Him. Every thought and action is known
and seen by Him. All that we are and do has a relationship to Him. God’s
benefits are wholly in keeping with His character. He cannot contradict

His essential
;) afure.

Fluce the signs (listed above) on walls in the voom. Ask the class the following
questions and have thewm move to the sign thut vrepresents their opinion. If they
are in between these choices, then have them stand in the middle of the choices.

» I trust the police to always be fair.

» ] trust my friends with any secret ] share with them.
= ] trust my parents to keep e safe.

» ] trust the media to tell the truth.

* I trust my teachers to give me a good education,

We have just found outhow much you feel yoi can trust people around you.
Now letus see how wmuch you feel you can trust God.

» | trust God to help me through rough times.

» ] trust God will always hear my prayers.

= ] trust God to provide all my needs.

= ] trust God to forgive me when I have done wrong.



INSTRUCTION Sometitnes it's harvd for us to think about ng loz}iﬁg us or curingfgf LS.
Perhaps people we know have hurt us or disappointed us. Many times

TIME we relate God, vur Heavenly Father to our earthly parents, This could be
posilive or negalive. Bulwhalis God hike? How do we know we can frusl
Him ? How should a perfect futher act? The following moval atlribules of
God describe His characler in relation to wnun.

By the holiness of God we mean that He is separale d and exalted ubove ull
His creatures, and He is equally separate d from evil und sin. It is impor-
tant that we grasp the vealization of the holiness of God. IWe cannot have
right thoughts about Him, about ourselves, or about the world in general
until we realize that God 1s holy. Everything that God does is a resultof
His holiness. We have learned of God’s infinile power and His infinite
knowledge, but we also need to recognize His infinite purity. Holiness
describes the chavacter of God. Knowing that God is holy will help us
understand why God does what He Jdoes, and trust what He will do in the
future. “No one is holy like the Lovd, for there is none besides You, nor 1s there
any rock like our God.” I Sumuel 2:2

I’\/'hlle holmess dewnbes (Jod s chmmte] nghteousneba desu thes God's
actions or conduct God’s righteousness ala)uys conforins to His holiness
This means thuat God cannot go agamnst his nuture, God always acts nght,
never wrong, that is why God is referred to as fust ov fair. Because of God's
righteotsness and pustice:

1) Hewill always be loving and fatr in His discipline to us when we
disobey. "Righteousness and justice are the foundation of your throne,
mercy and truth go before Your fuce.” Psalm 89:14

2)  He forgroees the sins of those who approach Him wilh repentanl
hearts. He alveady sent a substitute for our punishment-His only Son,
Jesus. “Ifwe confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins
and cleanse ts from all unrighteousness.” I John 1:9

3)  He keeps His promises. When God gives His word there is nothing in
heaven or earth that can make Him change i, “For no matter how many
promises God has made, they ave “Yes” in Christ. And so through Him the
‘Amen’ (so be it), is spoken by us to the glory of God. 7 2 Covinthians 1:20

4)  He rewards the righteous. The entire nature of God is behind His
promises. “For you:, O Lord, will bless the righleous, With favor You
will burmund him as witht a shield ” Psalm 5:12



The love of God is definitely tarught by the Scriptures. Ouy God is so
strong in His love that He is constantly intevested in the physical and
spirftual well-being o f His ercation, and makes sacrifices beyond hunian
understanding to reveal that love to them. Il is, however, not g mere
emotional anpulse, bul a vational and voluntary affection. It is grounded
tn truth and holiness and He exercises if freely. This love finds its primary
objects in the followmg:

» Jesus experienced God's love. God made it clear fo ofhers that He Ioved
Jesus. “Tltis is ty Beloved Son in whom I am well pleased.” NMatthew 3:17

* Believers experience God’s love. Faith in, and love for the Lord Jesus
automatically places that person in the center of God’s looz. “For the Father
himself looeth you, becarise you have loved me, and haoe believed that T came oul

fromt God.” John 16:27

» Sinners expetience God’s love. Heve 1s the demonstration of the love of
God which is impossible to fully understand. “For God so loved the world
that He gave His only begollen Son thal whosoever believes in Him shall nol
perish but have everlasting life.” John 3:16

The most important outgrowth of a proper conception of His love, is that
we will love Him. “We love Him, becmuse He first loved us.” I John 419

Mercy (chesed) meuns loving kindness, unfailing love, faithfi:lness. This
Hebrew word chesed appears 250 times in the Bible, By the mercy of God
we mean His govdness is revealed to those who are i misery or distress.
Compassion, pily and loving kindness ave other levims in Seriplure thal
mean practically the same thing. Merey is an eternal quality in God as an
all perfect being, it can be shown to both the obe dient und the disobe dient.
Merey is the constant environment of the child of God. Since God reveals
this characteristic to His chaldren, he expects us to reveal merey to vthers.
(Micah 6:8). The phrase, “His mercy endures forever” is used 26 times in
Psaltm 136. God wants to show us merey - it is His nature.

.Faithfulness:
The essence of God's faithfulness is that He will never abandon us. He
is never distracted when it comes to watching His children. He is com-
pletely trustworthy, His promises will be fotully fulfilled. He cunnot let
us down. God always demownstrates love in His actions to us. Our part in
this 1s to trust Him and belicoe He is with us in coery situation. His WWord
cannol change - He 1s faithful. Our own faithfulness mcreases when we
believe in Him and act uccordingly. "He who calls you is faithful, who
also will do 1.7 1 Thessalowians 524
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Photocopy “The Perfect Father” and have the class complete the
|NVEST|GAT|ON blanks by looking up the Scriptures, The class may work as
iR individuals ov in groups. These answers should reinforce the
R loving characteristics of God.

Answers: (they don’t have to be exact)
John 14:26 (teaches)
Psalm 139:1 (knows)
Psalm 145:20 {watches over)
Jeremiah 33:3 {responds)
James 1:17 {good gifts)
Matthew 6:26-34 {provides)
Psalm 149:4 {enjoys) :
Psalm 46:1 {strohg enough) ';i'f'_ff*'

If you have ltme, place bulcher paper along one of the walls of your
classvoom. Have cach shudentwrilte a word or phrase thal describes
the churacter God. You could go a slep further and have them wrile
d scripture veference for that chavacteristic,



Attributes of Ged - Investigation

God is a Father Who

His children.

John 14:286

God is a Father Who wants to
Psalm 139 :1

God is a Father Who always

his children.

His children.

Psalm 145:20

God is a Father Who

to His children.

Jeremiah 33:3

God is a Father Who gives

to His children.

James 1:17

God is a Father Who

for His children.

Matthew 6:26-34

God is a Father Who

His children.

Psalm 149:4

God is a Father Who is

to help His children.

Psalm 48:1
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LESSON AIM

KEY VERSE

ITEMS NEEDED

o

To understat i the Baptism with the Holy Spirit is the fullfillment of
Christ’s promise.
To realize that the infilling of the Holy Spirit empowers the believer to

praise and glorify God.
“You shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you shall be

wilnesses loNe...” Acls 1:8

Pencils/ Papev/ Bibles
FPhotocopies of “Plug in to the Power”

DECLARATION _xzr

OF FAITH

GROUP
INTERACTION

W ebelieve the Baptism with the Holy Spirit is the fulfillment of Christ’s
promise of a Comforter; One who will give the believer power to glorify
and exalt the Lord Jesus; to help the believer withess of Him; to foster
the spirit of prayer and holiness; to equip the believer and the church
for practical, efficient, joyous, Spirit-filled

We are suggesting two options for this relay, one for large groups and one
for small groups, choose the one that suits your needs.

Relay race option for large groups. 52t up an obstacle course much like a
slalowm skicourse. Lse chairs or makeshift flags for the boundaries. Forn

two teams of equal numbers, One team will be instructed to hop on one foot
through the course. If they touch the floor or course boundaries with the other

fout, they will have to start vover, The vther team will run through the course

twice with ONE DIFFERENCE: They will go through the course as pairs. One
feaminate will help the “lopper” through te course by holding the person up.
See which team 1s fasfer.,



Relay race option for small groups. Proceed with the obstacle
course. Howewver have a single leam go through the course only by
hopping. Use a stop walch to time Hem. Then have thewn go Hirough
dgam maiching a teainmate with a partner. One person hops while
another person holds them up. See how much faster they are, After
the relay ask this guestions:

Which team lad an easter job? Why?
We learned from this activity that it was easier to get through the
obstacles when we had a helper--someone to hold us up or give us

strength.

This is the reason the Holy Spirit was sent--to help us and bring oul
the bestin us. {John 14:26)

INVESTIGATION There will be a lot ofz.volrds introduced in this lesson that the students

may not understand, Listed below are some vocabulary words as
well zs the Scriptire in which they are mentioned. Break your class
nlo groups where they ave sithmg. Provide Bibles and various kinds
of dictionaries i.e. Websters, Bible dictionary, Thesaurus. Give each
group one or tiwe words to define. Huve them wrile the de finitions
and then explaim what it means in the Scripture. As you present the
lesson have a spokesperson for that group explain the word to the
restof the class. Note: Comforter and Counselor come from helper (parak-
letos.)

Bap?ize (At 1:5) Comtforter (John 14:26)
Endite (Luke 24:49) Prowise {Luke 94:40, Acts T:4, Acts 2 38,39)
Utierance (Aes 2:4) - Testify (John 15:26)

INSTRUCTION
TIME

The Holy bpmt is part of the Godheud. Matthew 2819 says “baptiz-
ing them in the pame of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spivit.”
It doesn’t say names, it says name, referring tv one person. In John
14:26 and 1526 Jesus re fers to the Holy Spirit as "He” and “"Him.”
Jesus also refers to the Holy Spirit as a Helper. The Greek word for
Helper is parakletos oy “one who is called to your side.” Purakletos
signifies an ntercessor, a comforter, a helper. As in our opening
activity, we performed beHer when we had a helper.,



Lh?lbi’ knew fhrzt when His time came to leave the earth in bodily form,
His followers would be devastated. His disciples had developed a
relationship with Jesus as a pevson, but now il was time to know Him
in a spirilual sentse. They needed o learn thal He would be with thein
wherever they went. In John 1425, 26 Jestis says that the Father will
send the Holy Spirit in Jesus’ name. In John 10:7 Jesus says “..1 tell you
the truth, It is to your advanlage thal I go away; for if ] do nol go away, the
Helper will not come to you; but if ] depart, I will send Him to you.” Right
before Jesus ascended into Heaven, He le ft His disciples with these
words from Luke 24:49 “Behold, I send the Promise of My Father upon
you, but tarry in the city of Jerusalem until you are endued with power from
on high.” That is the purpose of the Holy Spirit - to endue vur lives. The
Holy Spiritis a PROMISE from God--we can expect God to deliver on
His promises.

----------- »
Display the word BAPTIZE on a board ov overhead. Allow the class to

discuss what they think it means, then have the spokesperson read the
de finition.

The firstvecord of the Baptism with the Holy Spirit occurs in Acts. The
disciples had obeyed Jesus’ instructions and were waiting in e upper
room with great expectancy. In Acts 221 They wevre "with one uccord,”
or together, The group had recalled Jesus” promise, Acts 1.5 says “

but youi shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.”
Then in verse 8 “But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirvil has come
wpott you,; and you shall be witnesses to Me int Jerusalem, and in all Judea and
Sutnaria, and to the end of the exrth.”

Then something wonderful happened! God came through on His
promise!In Acis 2:2-4 11 says [hal a sound come down from heaven
as a mighty rushing wind (it wasn’t actually wind) then tongues gs of
fire appeared to them und a language was given to each one of themnt.
(There wus not actually fire gs some pictures have portrayed, but the tongues
spread like five does, quickly and ve-ignites itself) This fulfillment of God’s
promise was so amazing that it was probably difficnlt to describe and
difficult to magine today. Bul the wilnesses saw something happen!
Acts 2:4 says that they be gon to speak with other tongues as the Spirit
guve them ptievance, This experience gaoe those belivoers the power
o serve and minister for the Lovd.

Thew are Hezreml othm 1m:'dents of unt outward sign when people ure
baptized with the Holy Spirit, One example is recorded in the Book of
Acts chapter cight which shares the account when the Samaritans had
recetved the Holy Spirit. The sorcerey, Simon wanted to cash in on this
potwer so lte asked the apostles to lay hands on him so that he could
pray for others to receive the Holy Spirit and charge them money,

The explanation is that theve had to be an outward sign of speaking in
tongues when the Samaritans were baptized because the svrcerer real-
1ized somelthing was diffevent with the Samaritans.



TAKING HOME
THE TRUTH

TP I
1y the Prper”

Anotherexample is Acts chapler 10:44-46 When the Genliles veceived the
baptism of the Holy Spirit und spoke with tongues and pugnified God.
Again, in Acts 19:4-8, Paul prayed for the believers in Ephesus and they
spoke with tongues and prophesicd. The scripture also says that these
people spoke boldly for a perviod of time persuading others of the bruth.
This pattern reveals that these people to recetved a prayer language
when filled with the Holy Spirit. The infilling with the Holy Spirit pro-
duices a boldness to “be” a witness for God to other people.

atwe be filled with the Holy Spirit, Luke 11:13
The Holy Spivitis part of God. I Corinthians 2:11

The primary function of the baptism with the Holy Spirit in the life of a
believer is to produce o life-skyle that is a witness of God’s power; and
share that change with others. "Be a witness.” (Acts 1.8)

When we are filled wilth the Holy Spivit we can expect the evidence of
speaking in ant unknown tongize. There arve othey signs that should
follow, stich as the fiuit of the Holy Spivit (Galatians 5:22,23).

Encourage children who receive their prayer language lo pray everyday
in that longuage. It strengthens them (1 Corinthians 14:4, Jude 20).,

Photocopy the student activity page called "Plug in to the Power.”
Help the students undevstand the benefits of being filled with the Holy
Spirit. The answers given below should be a springboard for more
discrission.

1 John 4:16, Romans 5:5 - a greater understanding of Gad's love For us.

Acts 1:8, 2 Corinthians 4:4 - expands our ability to be living evidence of the resurrected
Christ.

Romans 8:26,27; 1Corinthians 14:2 - a prayer language that is between you and God

and the devil can't understand.

Acts 10:46, | Corinthians 14:15 - an increased awareness to praise and worship Gad.

Note: Another sign of the ftilness of the Holy Spirit is the nine opera-
tional gifts mentioned m 1 Corinthians 12:8-10. These will be covered
in year two under Church Foundations.



Baptism of the Hely Spirit lesson

;

There orea 2 carinthians 4:4/acts 1:8
specific

1 _john 4: 16/romans 5:5

can happen
as a resulr
of being
baptized
with the

scriptures
in each bo
and write
one of the
things

happen af-
ter we are
filled with
the Holy
Spirit.




LESSON AIM

KEY VERSE

ITEMS NEEDED

DECLARATION
OF FAITH

GROUP
INTERACTION
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To understand that God is the Divine Healer.
To know that the miracle of healing is still available today.

“Bless the Lord, O wy soud, and forget not ull his benefits; 1Who forgives all your
iriguities, who heuls all yotir diseases.” Psalm 103:3

Pencils/ Paper/ Bibles Medical item s (interactian)
Definition writlent on paper Photocopies of “Conditions for
Tuble salt/ hot water/ paint brushes Divine Heuling”

or toothpicks for Invisible Ink message

\77 -mmomomom oy

[

e believe in divine healing, which means being made well by God, Who |}

is divine (powerful, deity, supreme). Divihe healing is the cure of physical
sickness by the direct power of God. The greatest of doctors is God. There
is no sickness or disease which is too hard for Him to heal. He has all the
answers and knows all about our bodieas because H e ma us

Place several medical ilems on a tray and cover wilth a cloth or small lowel.
Allow shidents about 20-30 seconds to ineworize the itewms. (Allow movre Hme
formore items). Cover the tray again and give them one or fwo minules fo
write down us muny of the items they remember.

Suggested ifems:

eye glasses SCIS8Ors

bandaid cotton ball

first aid cream two aspirin or vitamins
thermometer tongue depressor

eye dropper gauze

white tape iodine

ace bandage tweezers

Alka seltzer ®



INSTRUCTION

Tp

Maty people wander.

whiy thiey bave ot
Coobesnhealedorwhv a
i loved ane bas not beep
hsaled ieis ot o doty
1o figure sut why God-
altows certairethings

1o happen, butiitis sur
ity o respond o His
dedislans by trusting
Hinclob nevertuned:
hizbadk-anGad even

. thoughche suffersd
sreathy  Paul ministered
. mightily thaugh he
S snftered fathor n the
- flesh,” We walk in faith
S helieving that God'is i
control=na matter-what;

As we took afew minites and trizd lo memorize Ihe Qb]edu. on the tray,
what common theme did the objects represent? (They are used lo help people
feel betler when they are sick or injured.) These are some of the items that
man credted and what man uses to heal Do we realize that our Heavenly
Father wants to heal us? Divine healing is the cure of physical sickness by

the direcl powerof God.

From the very first book of the Bible to the lust book, God’s prowmises of
divine healing may be found. God made u covenant with His people to heul
them.”...For I am the Lovd who heals you” (Exodus 15:26b). King David thanked
God for healing in Psalm 103:1-3 Jesus went about healing people. “And
Jesus went aboul all the citics and villages, leaching in their synago gurs,
preaching the gospel of the kingdowm, and healing every sickness and every
disease among the people” (Matthew 9.35). The books of Acts tells us ubout
the many times people were prayed for and they were healed.

l\,e can yeceive dwme healmg be caise ufu*h:zt }esuq dzd on the cross, The
prophet, Isaiah, had a vision of the suffering that Jesus would go through

on the cross, butalso what that suffering meant to us, “and by his slripes we
are healed.” (Isaiah 53:56) Peler, a follower of Jesus, actually saw the beating
stiffered by Jesus. He wrole: "IWho (Jesus) himself bore our sins in His own

body on the tree.. by whose stripes you were healed” (I Peter 2:24) It says you
WERE healed--that means Jesus alveady did this for us, Many people don't
believe the miracle of healing is possible today, bul God’s wovrd has nolt pul a
tisne Limmit on his healing. In Mark 16:15-18 Jesus clearly states that those who
believe will experience miracles. It doesnol suy that itwill end at uny time.
The book of Acts lists many miracles expevienced by those who believed in
Christ and God’s Word,

God’s:Instruction:for-Healing s sseas
In Jesus” Name - When we pray for someone, we are to usk fm healing in
Jesus’name. “If you ask anything in My name, I will do 1t” (John 1413). The
early Christians, especially in the Book of Acts, used the nawme of Jesus when
they prayed for the sick.

Call upon the elders - The key verse in James 5:13 instructs us, “Is anyone
among you sick? Let him call for the elders of the church, and let them pray over him,
anoinhing him with oil 1 the name of the Lord.” The mstruclions  this verse
state that if we are sick we need to call for someone to pray forus. The one
needing healing can call on the Lord in fuith and receive healing without ask-
ing for the elders. However, the point is that this represents a step of faith on
the part of the one needing healing—-to publicly ask and to publicly belicoe,



Call
upon
the
elders

INVESTIGATION

Are thers condiions
10 being healed?

TAKING HOME
THE TRUTH

Salt waley
frpdsibie ink

Anoint with oil - This does not refer to a medi
potion, butis symbolic of the dedication of the:
joyous presence of the Holy Spirvit. This verse s
poier through prayer that accompanies the an

The prayer of faith - heve the failh represenis a
is granted to one ormore of the elders to belieu
Sometimes we are so sick or weak from our il
strength of someone else.

Save - in this instance, refers to physical restor:

I order to receive healing we must believe: “Je
believe, all things are possible fo himt who believes”
believe the following:
That Jesus dicd on the Cross and by His stripes ¢
That Jesus is the sane yesterday, today and foreo
That God will always keep His prowises and do
That we can be healed today when we ask in fuith

Pass aut pholocopies of Conditions for Healing
These conditions were laken from “A Reader o
publishe d by Internutional Churvch of the Fou
Department. The scriphives listed below are co;
althouch, they woiild be qood to understand fi
liste d below:

Matthew 18:19  If two agtee concerning anything they ask
{This includes badily healing.)

Matthew 21:22  Whatever things you ask.. believing. {Th
positive faith will be answered.)

Mark 11:22-24 Have faith in God ...when you pray, bel

that faith withaut doubt in prayer for healing brings positive |

John 14:13-14  “lf you ask anything in My name, | will 4
what it says, then anything means “I’leahr@

When you ask in the name of Jesus, thaf::
John 15:7 If you abide in Me, and My words al::ici

it shall be dane for you. {(We should be!
tespect aut bodies, forgive offenses, lové

grudges,and resist tem ptations_)

Mix one teaspoon salt and one feaspoon ltot wi
toothpick or paintbrush in the ink and write a
piece of paper. Let the message dry for at least
a prayey pal. He or she can make the message #ody
pencil.

Since it takes so long to dry you could have the
dfter the opening uctivity und then have the pri
message to each other at the end of class and th
{Make 11 clear thal vequesls are conftdeniial. To gosz
sin and thal person will have Lo answer for iL.)



Look up the Scriptures below and fill in the
words that describe the condition that needs

to be met when praying for healing.

Matthew 18:19

Matthew 21:22

Conditions for healing
Divine Healing Investigation

Mark 11:22-24

John 14:13-14

John 15:7
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To understand that angels are a creation of God and reveal His loving
nature.
To realize that there are different types of angels with different

purposes.

“Bless the Lovd, you His ungels, who excel in strength, who do His word, heeding
the voice of His word.” Psalm 103:20

Pencils/ Paper/ Bibles
Photocopies of Angels, God's Secret Agents
Butcher paper/ felt pens/ crayons for alternute activity

Ty mamaa

I hereis an order of celestial beings which occupy a position quite distinct B
from that of either God or Man; they are called angels, because they appear
in Scripture as messengers of God to man. The only source of inhforma-
tion which we have of their existence and activities is the Holy Scriptures;
mysticism and philosophy have no word of authority whatever. Angels are
among the “invisible™ things which God created and possess every feature
of personality. That they occupy a prominent place in God’s providential
administrations is indicated by the frequency of their mention in the Bible.
The 0Old Testament refers to themios times while they are mentioned 165

Divide into groups, provide pencils and paper. Have the group write a job
description for an angel, List qualifications, duties, rewards, drawbacks. Bring
them together and have them shave one or bwo things on their list. Then
discuss how we perceive things of God and what is tmthfrom God's Word.



INSTRUCTION

TIME

Tip:

Preincarnate is a hew
word for kids, yet :

it is a vital word to
understand, especially =
when diseussing Christ
in the Old Testament.
In a regular dictionary,

the word preincarnate

is hot listed, however,

incarnate is. Have the

kics loak up incamate =

and the prefix “pre”

then discuss what “pre- :

incarnate” means. :

What:are:ang

The word "angel” means messenger or LiﬂlbbleLIdD? someote dlspunhed to
do a task ov relay a message (Strong’s #4397). Holy angels are messengers
vf God. Angels are creaied beings that praise and worship God.

(Psalin 1482.5)

et ute is superior to human nature ey have superhiin g
Thetr natuve is s rioy to huwnan nature; und they have supethiuinun
power and knowledge. They are not, however, all powerful or all-knowing.
For cxample theu do not know the time that Jesus is coming back to earth,

Angels are spirits. I'n Hebrews 1:14 1t says, "Are ey not all ministering
spirits sent forth to ministey for those whoe will inhevit salvation?” A spirit
does not have flesh and bone as you and I have. They do not have to relate
to time and space as man docs, but each angelis only i one place at one
time, or several angels at one place at one Hime.

{ngelb exist to serve God. They are unableite do things that ave not
"18:10 says that angels sce the
face of the Frzther in Heaven. Thls would not be pussible unless they had
the nature of the Father. They do not go agamst what God’s Word says.
Holy angels cannol act withoul Hte pernission of God. Psalm 103:20-21
says that the ungels do His word. This brings up questions about the full of
Lucifer and the angels who chose to go with him. Angels were created with a free
will. But according to systematic theology mithors, this seems to be a vne-time
occurance. Once the angels made the choice to stay with God and worship Him,
they became such a part of His nature, they wouldn’t think of not serving Him
und therefore, cannol. Again, they have the nature of God if they see his face.

There have been visitations of angels, when they assumed the form of
human bodies, bul they did nol become a human bemmg. Hebrews 13:2
says, "Be nol forgetful to ente Ttm'n strangers: for theveby sonte have
enlertained angels unawares.” This vervse suggests thuat angels uppeare d
us humans, (The investigution m.ttmty at the end of this lesson will allow the
kids to look 1:p scriptuires that reveal angelic visitations to people.)

Angels are referred to as a company, not as a people, a race, or as gender.
When the Bible refers to angels as "he” or “men,” itis because this is
considered a genevic tevm. Angels do not reproduce (Matthew 22:30);

nor do they die, there is no increase or decrease in their numbers,
Howewver, angels are innumerable, They cannot be counted. (Hebrews
12:22 Matthew 26:53 Revelation 5:11)

Angels abide in heaven. (Murk 13:32, Luke 2:13-15, John 1:51) They do
come to earth to make appearances fo man, brit heaven is where they live,

There is an prganized structure in the Angelic Realm: The Angel of the
Lord (preincarnation of Christ), He avchangels-Michael and Gabriel, the
Cherubim and Seraphim which are winged angels, the guardian angels
and the messenger angels,



Angels - God’s Agents

ALTERNA
ACTIVITI

The “Angel of the Lord” as fhe preincarnale Christ, is only mentioned in
the Old Testwment. This Angel appeared to Moses (Exodus 3:2) und Hagar
as she was fleeing Abraham (Gewnesis 16). This Angelis the only one that
received worship. It is important tv know that this Angel was Christ
before He was sent down to earth to be born as a man. New Testament
references to an angel of the Lord is a ministering angel because Christ to
cotme to earth to minister.

The archangel or chief angel, Michael fwhose name means “Who is like
God?”) s menlioned specifically on four oceasions —Daniel 10:13, 21, Jude
9, Revelation 12:7-9. He defended the people of Isvael. Gabriel means
“the mtighty one.” The Bible does not name him as an archangel though
he is often vefevred to us one. He is mentioned as bringing news of God’s
purposes. See Daniel 8:15-27, Luke 1:13, 19.

All angles do not have wings; as we said earliey when they appear lo man,
it is as another human being. There are angels that have wings — Cheru-
bim and Seraphim. The Cherubim guarded the entrance of the Garden of
Eden, Ark of the Covenant, the Holy of Holies. They protected the things
of God from man. The Seraphim is considered the “fiery angel” not that
they were angels of fire, but amber colored in appearance or fiery in
molion. They are closely rvelated to fhe throne of God and the praises of
God, see Psalm 148:2, Isaiuh 6:2,3.

Guardian angels are assigned to protect man. Psalm 91:11-12, Matthew
1810 and Acks 12:7-11 share specific incidents of protection by God's
angels.

Messenger angels bring news from God. In Acts 826, Philip heard spe cific
nstrictions from an angel. In Luke 1.28, an angel told Mary of her special
assignmenl of giving birth [o Christ. In Luke 2:8-15 a company of angels
shared about the birth of Christ to the shepherds. There are wmany more
instances of angels bringing God's message to his people.

FPuass out photocopies of the student handoul "Angels - God’s Agenis.”
Huave the students look up the scriphure that velates lo the specific angelic
vistidtion.

Give each group a piece of butcher paper and crayons ov felt Hp markers.
Have the group discuss and draw a cartoon depicking a sibuation in which
they think an angel would either intervene or minister. Have them provide
scriptural backing for thewr depiction if it is not mentioned in the lesson.
You are trying to find out how much truth or myth your kids know about
angels.

A fun activity would be to list the word ARCHANGEL on the board then
pass otit pencils and paper to the kids cither as individuals or as groups
and have them come up with words of four or more letters from that word.
The goalis that the word has to describe the lype of angel or what an angel
does. EXAMPLE: cure, hear, glean, etc.



Angels-GOD’S AGENTS
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LESSO N AlM To understand the truth about Satan.

To realize that in God we have nothing to fear from Satan.

KEy VERSE “Lead us not into temptation, bul deliver us from the evil one.” Matthew 6:13

ITEMS NEEDED  rencis/ paper/ Bibles balloons/ string

helium tank (rented or small one purchased from a club warchotise)
weighted objects for each kid to hold in one hand (can of soup, brick or stone)

e e |
DEC LARATION S&tah was once an ahgel called Lucifer, who, in love with his own o

beauty, fell into pride and self-centeredness. His rebellion manifests in
OF FAITH five "I will” statements addressed against God (Isaiah 14:13,14). But vv
15-20 reveal that God has the last word, as the Most High makes five
responses “Satan, you will: 1) be thrown into hell; 2) be gazed upon as a
spectacle; 3) be talked about {Immocked, scorned); 4) be cast out of your
grave like a carcass; and 5) be alone.” God’s "last word” on Satan is still
applicable to any challenge he attempts to bring against any of the people

Adaptad from the
spititfilled Life Rible,
Thomas-Nelson
Publishers

GROUP Note: If you have o large group, you might need two helivm tanks to facilitute

everyone, Also the balloons will need to be released outdoors for the full impact.
INTERACTION Give each student a piece of paper and a pencil. Have them write a fear they
have on the paper (ie. being alone, not being loved, death, etc.), Then have
lhewm msevl the paper inlo a balloon and blow 1l up wilh helum. Have each
student hold the object (see above) and balloon in their hand at arm’s length.
After a few seconds itwill become very heavy. Explain thal fear is Satun’s way
of holding us back and keeping us from expeviencing God's love und peace.
Then have them release both objects. The heavy object will fall and the fear
will float toward heaven,

Dot dest B
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INSTRUCTION
TIME

In Strong’s concordance #7854 satan is defined as: An opponent,; the hater; the
accuser; one who obstivcts, and handers whatever is good. Explain that the object
lesson reveals how we can be obsirucled. Salan is nol jusi his name bulwhal
he is--a haleful enewmy. He doesmotwant us to feel free ov feel velease, vather,
he wants us to be burdened. One positive point mankind did notwikness
Satan’s be ginning, but by God’s design, we shall see his end.

When God created the angels, He also created Lucifer (Son of the Morning).
Lucifer was perfect, full of wisdom and beautiful. (Ezekiel 28:12)

Lucifer was given special musical ability. (v.13)

Lucifer was given a special adornment (v.13)

Luciferwas placed in a high position among the angels. (v. 14)

God did NOT create Satan as an evil being.

Lucifer becaine Satan by his own choices.

What:went wrong
Then something happened. Lucifer got too self-centeved, oo power driven,
too jealous of God. Isagiah 14:12-14 vecords Lucifer’s fall und the five “1TVill”
statements he makes in vegard to his vules fo have a relationship with God:

I'will ascend into heaven.

Iwill exalt my throne above the stars of God.

I'will also sit on the wmount of the congregation on the farthest side of the North.

Iwill ascend above the heights of the clowds.

Lwill be like the Most High,

These are very haughly slalemenls [o make ve garding the person who loved
you and brought you into being. He fhought he was better than God! Satan
chose to separate himself from all the Heavenly hosts; to ignore God’s plan.
How did God respond to these statements in Isniah 147

You shall be brought down.. to the lowest depths of the Pit. (0.15)
This is not only the opposile of what satan clmmed, 1t 1s worse--he will be cast nlo
the deepest pil--u scary thing.

Those who see you will gaze ai you. (v. 16) Another term is to narrowly look,
Like looking through a telescope to sce the stars clearly ... there will be no mistake
about what they are seeing.

And consider you by saying, “Is this the man who nude the eurth tremble..”
(0.16,17) He will be Imighed at and mocked, His captives, or demonb uull not be
lvosed from their prison. s :

You arve cast oul of your grave like 4 careass. . ._{zi'iQ) Not that he has a grave,
but to be treated like u dead body with no grave--stepped on. Branch vefers to u
useless suicker that grows from the root of u tree = thut takes life from the voot but
prodices no blooms or fruit,

Notjoined with them. .. (v. 20) Not buriez:i wilh his princes as in a military
battlefield. His seed will not be known for ever, he will not have future generations.



When Lucifer refuscd to respect, obey and worship God he had to be cast
out of heaven. Whewn we let these kinds of feelings take over our lives, we
make stupid decisions. Lucifer gave up peace and prominence--He had
beconte satan, the opponent of God!

Ithas bemme popular to speak ofhlm as a ﬁgure of speech “ora "personi-
fleation of evil,” It is cevtuinly to his advuntage to have his existence denied
so he can deceive move people. If someone does not believe he is veal, they
will not recognize his deceptions, and will be unable to quard aganst his
atlacks. In the Bible Sailan is described as a person.

s limitations
He is not Dmnlpotent Satan’s poweyr is imited. Though he is not lel powerfl
like God, don’l underestimale the power of the devil. He has had thousands of
years experience dealing with mankind. He does have great power (more
than man), but God is more powerful. Sutan is no match for God. I John 44
says “Greater is He that is within you than he that is in the world.” Never
overestimate his abilities either--Satan cannot make you do something.

Genesis 3:15 "And I will pul enmily belween you and the womoem, and belween
your seed and her seed; it shall bruise your head, ond you will bruise His heel.”
God sent Christ, the "seed” of the woman, the only Son of God, to accomplish
His great Victory over the power of the enemy. This is causing satan fo work
cven harder to destroy mankind. After all, Satan did not choose o be on earth
(refer to the “Twill” statements). Satan is only here because God allows il
God has allowed satan on this earth for one reason--that in the final victory,
God will show Satan that all his lies und efforts were for nothing.

Revelation 1:17,18 tells us that Jesus actually has the keys of Hades, and of
death. Any power demonstrated by Satan is his because God allows him
that power; he is a cvealed being (ust like angels). Thevefore, Satan cannot
give life or vatse anyone from the dead. Sutan is already condemned to
death by God who controls life und death. He may disguise his demons to
look and sound like the spirit of a dead person, but it is st an imitation,
Satan cannol raise anyone from the dead. Jesus Chrisl, he Sown of God,
Who conquered death, has control over Satan.

Satan is not omnipresent. He can only be in one place at one time, It seems
like he is everywhere at once, but that is because he has his demons. Only
God is always eocrywhere. Also remember, God’s angels vutnumber
dewnons 2-to-11Tn 1 Peter 5:8 it says that the devil walketh about seeking
whown he wnay devour. He is also like a roaring lion, seeking to intimidate
and destroy, but making you aware thut he is there by his roar. You can
prepare for his attack! Call out to your Heavenly Father.

Satan is not omniscient. Saten’s knowledge 1s limited. He may know a lot,
just from his dealings with man, but he oboviously doesn’t know everything
or he wouldn't be in the mess he is in, trying to take everyone down with
him. It is important to realize that satan CANNOT read your mind, Only
God knows everything about you. Psalm 139:1



Photocopy the "Defeat of salun” pages. Have the students look up the

vetses and place the answer in the box. The point is to see how satan has
INVESTIGATION progresswely been prit into lower depths and bondage as a2 vesult of his
disvbedience and pride. He tries to bring us down with him. But God is

efeal {’? ”ﬁd k watching and waiting for the right tine to spring the final defeat on Satan.

/ : ™
TAKI NG HOME Discias thg different ways sulan is portrayed i movies, te Ie vision, on
THE TRUTH milsie czlbnm covers, even w video games. Ifyou iare Lomfmmble i ith

doing this, try to bring in video game magazines or 2 video gumc coner
to illustrate your point,
s How do those images affect you? (Sote may say that tey down't cgffeat them.)
Wil is evit? » [\hat is the point ot s artists, or shows portray evil in th1s
muner?  (Less fearfil, less threatening?)
* Do these #inages ever cause yot to think of a Zumng Heaoenly Fathm ;

Ifnol, LOI}.ld this be [he veason for these images? :
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p Where Lucifer started: |

His ptide and disobedience took ovet...

Ezekial 2814, Luke 1018

HE WENT DOWNHILL FROM THAT POINT:

P Satan’s place after the Fall: [Su—.

WHO, IN THEIR RIGHT MIND WOULD MAKE SUCH A CHOICE?! Genesis 3:1~15,§5:saiah 14:12

P His temporary pit: EEEEEEEFSN

IT IS SO DEEP, HE CAN'T FIND AN END.

p Where God will allow him
to roam for a short time: ’

JUST o .VE__TO'HIM ONE MORE TIME THAT HIS
POWER IS NOT GREATER THAN GOD’S POWER.

p Satan’s final destiny:

WE WILL SEE HIS FINAL DEFEAT!

LI
-

Revelalion:20:1-3

. Revelation 20:10-15, Matthew 2541}
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To understand how the devil dedeives us and makes us feel unloved,
To know that we have power vver satan’s deception.

“The god of this age hus blinded the minds of unbelievers, so thut they canvot see the
light of the gospel of the glovy of Christ.” 2 Corinthians 4.4

Pencils/ Paper/ Bibles
Photocopies of Jerewmiah 29:11 (master provided)

| s PEPP

_lt has become quite popular to speak of the devil as a mere “figure of
speech,” or a “metaphorical personification of evil,” or *'a delusion of unsound
minda.” Interestingly, this ia true only in Christian lands where the name of
his Conqueror (Jesus) is known. It is certainly to satan’s advantage to have his
presence denied so that he may be enabled to work more subtly in deceiving

- mankind, and easier for him to disarm their

udgement.

i

There are two options you could choose, One of them could be uncom fortable,
but very effective, The vther une is more group vriented,

This first achivity will demonstrate that wovrds of encouragement shrengthen a
person while words of discouragement or defarnution will weaken a person.

Option 1: Ask two secure adults (A’ and *B’) and one student from your group
to help with this activity. Have adult ‘A’ stand with their arms extended out to
their sides. Have adult ‘B’ stand in frontof A’ and insult him or her. (This is
why you have to have emotionully secure people). After just a minute of this,
have the student try to press down on “A’s "arms. Adult ‘A’ should have a
weakened resistance. Now have adult ‘B’ praise adult ‘A’ for a minute, Have

withe shudent press down on “"A’s" arms. The resislance should be stronger.



INSTRUCTION

TIME

DO NOTE

NTER

Option 2: Breuk into groups. Give d sheet of paper and pencil to 2ach group.
Give them the following scenario: They have just captured a person who is
considered their enemy. Without any physical torture vr drugs, they must
break down the vesistunce of thal person and bry lo convince them lo leave
theircountry. How would they do il? (Chances are the methods would be
psychological. They would have fo dective the person, make them feel Iike
their country would abandon them, ete. )

The point of the interaction is thal satan weakens us and draws us away
from God and understunding God’s love forus. The devil deceives us into
thinking that he isn’t so bad or that he doesn’t exist, Thus, we don’t prepare
ourselves to battle him. If satan can get us to believe that we are worthless or
that Gud doesn’t love us, this will pull us wway from vur Loving Father Who
15 glso our source of strength. We nieed to recognize his methods and learn o
resist the dewil

Many modern teachers vefer to the devil as "ev1l” or an ideq, bult nol as a
betny that can do us harm. This deitracts from the vealily of satun. Bul the
Scriptutes testify to the person of satan. Pevsonal pronotins such as he and
him and you are 1sed in reference to the devil. (Matthew 4:10) If you were
o describe a person, you would use those sume pronouns: he, she, him, her,
ete. Personality descriptions, such as liav, enemy, and the “evil one,” are also
used in reference to the devil; you would describe i person you know in the
SdmMe mannet by suying he or she was nice oy mean.

There are also personal acts that he does such as slander, accuse, tempt and
deceive. Created beings DO things, they are active. Salawn never makes his
actions obvious. He doesn’t wont us to believe thal he is a being capable of
such dactions. Wotld you want to be a friend of someone who would fell you
that you weren't guod enough ov that you didn’t belong? It is important to

knvw what God’s Word says about satan,

God is bruth and makes us awave of satan’s weapons and his tricks. If you
want to defeat an opponent, you have to know that opponent’s strate gy.
Forexample, a professional fighter will watch tapes of another fighter to
learn how he moves and punches, Police study the habits of criminals to
learn how to apprehend them. We do notneed to walch the devil in action
through mouvies or music fo know what e is hike. God’s Word tells us
whal the dewvil is like and how lo vesist hitm und his tricks.

He tempts:us:
First, he is known as the tempter. The name tempter indicales satun’s goals
for deceiving us und how he strives to cause us to sin. In Matthew chapler
four, the devil tempits Christ by saying “If thou be the Son of God...” He tries
to “dare” Jesus into doing what he says. Howewver, Jesus realized that if He
did whal salan said, even lo prove His own power, He would be obeying
satan. Jesus did notlet pride getin the way of obeying God, His Father.



Sometimes satan does it by divect suggestion as in the case of fudas
Iscariot when he betrayed Jesus, (John 13:2). He made it clear he was
tempting Judas. Judas was not forced to dv what the devil sand, but he
did. Judas regretted it so much that he hung himself What is so sad is
that Jesus would have forgiven Judis had he asked. s

Other times his demon agents will disguise themselves as messengers

of God. (I John 41) It is important to know God’s Word, He reveals that
these messengers luke the emphasis aw ay from God and instead poinlis bo
man. The lie 1s “Man con be as good as God.” A lot of religiotts preaech this
messuge.

Yet, vther times, he will tempt people with their vwn weaknesses.
Ananias and Sapphira werve so greedy they withheld from the church
and then lied about it (Acts 5:1,2) Satan lempts men for the purpose of
destroying them, but God tests men for their good, so that they may learn
and become stronger, just like u police officer ov a soldier. Though satun
can tempt us--he con’t MAKE us do anything. He does NOT have that
kind of power overus. I John 4 reminds us thal “grealer 1s.Godan our
lives, thum ke thal 1s in the world (satm).” s

The devil-deceives:us:
The deeil is referred to as the “Angel of Light” He appears to be
something good when tn reality he is something bad. One of satun’s
fricks 1s lo convince people that they can know the fulure. Psychics and
fortine fellers DO NOT receive thewr predictions from God; They are n
contact with the demomnic reabm. 1 Corinthians 2i14 states that the natural
nan (who doesn’t follow God’s Word) dues NOT receive the things of the
Spirit of God. Psychics only make predictions based on yotir pust life.

The only future satan has for you is to have you us his prisoner in Hell!

Seeking a4 psthiL to foresee your futiire meuns you are viof trusting God.
Anuther thing is that they cost moncy. [thhm you call on the phone oy
go m personally, you have to pay. God's Word for our Zmes 1s FREE!If He
has chosen nolt to reveal something tous, He has good reason. We must
frust God for our fulure, nol vy o work things out for ourselves. Jereminh
20:11 state that God plans for us are good, ot evil.

The-devil lie
Sukan is also known as the father of Hes:iIn'fuct he'ds the best Hur of all
time. In John 844 Jesus describes the devil by suying thut he lies becutise
“there is no trith in him.” He doeswidthe in oboinus waus His specialty
is sneaky lies thal we don’l discern (av hal aren’l veveale dio us.) Again,
when he templed Jesus he guoted Scripture Matthew 4 b).:; Bruthe used
the Scripture in a sneaky way. He did notuse God’s Word the way God
actually meant. John 845 says that Jesus fells us the truth and we don’t
belicoe it. We see that many people do that with the Bibletoduy; they
try to make it mean something else than what God intended, If God says
something is wrong, people cannol make it right. Numbeis 23:19 says
that God CANNOT LIE. We tmust understand that God's pluns for us are
good; so don't believe the les of sutan. If we know God's Hmd e won't
be deceived by the devil,
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TAKING HOME
THE TRUTH

Make two signs: “GOD” and “devil.” Place them on awall. Have
squarcs of paper ready with one of the following Scriptures written
on the top ofeach paper. Break the class inlo three or four groups
and assign three or four Scviplures to each group. Have thewm read the
verse, then write one to thyee words that describe the chavacier oy
actions of God or the deml

Allow five to ten minutes for them to complete the Scripture search.
Huave each group select a representative to read e Scripture and
characteristic(s) aloud. They will then walk up to the wall and place
the square under the appropriate sign. Suggested answers are below,
but some Scriptures may have a few descriptions, vf which any or all
would be appropriale.

Deuteronomy 32:4 John 8:44
perfect, truth, just, vight Fiar

John 3:16 Matthew 10:28
Iove destroys

Psalm 27:1 Ephesians 6:12

light, safoation, strength darkness, cvil, enerny

James 1:13 Matthew 4:1-3
does not kenpl tempter

John 3:17 1 Timothy 3:6
ne condernnation, saloation condermnation

2 Corinthians 4:4
blinds; pr light if they see it
as a characleristic of God

1John 1:5
light

Help the kids mewmorize Jeremiah 29:11 using memory games, simple
repetition or i creative rhythm. Photocopy the verse below foveach
student, Offer an mcentive if they still know the verse at yorr next
meeting, Suggest they carry it in their notebooks or put it in their
locker at school.

For I know the thoughts
that I think toward you,
says the L.ord, thoughts
of peace, and not of evil,
to give you a future

and a hope.
Jeremiah 29:11




LESSON AIM

KEY VERSE

ITEMS NEEDED

DECLARATION

OF FAITH

GROUP
INTERACTION

To understand that Jesus will return for His people,
To recognize that Jesus will rescue His people from sin for eternity.

Y. 1 goto prepare a place for you. And if 1 go, I will come agam and receive you fo
Myself; thal where I am, there you may be also.” (John 14:3)

Bibles / pencils / paper

Three dozen balloons (1 dozen each of ved, blue and yellow)
Photocopies of 't Ready for Jesus skit (master provided)
Photocopies of Rapture Promise Cards (master provided)

X\

We believe that the Second Coming of Christ is personal
and imminent; that He will descend from Heaven in the clouds
of glory with the voice of the archangel and with the trump

of God; and that at this hour, which no man knoweth before-
hand, the dead in Christ shall rise, then the redeemed that are
alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the
clouds, to meet the Lord in the air, and so shall they be with
the

Purchase a dozen balloowns each of ved, blie and yellow. Divide the kids
into three teams and give each team all the ballvons of vne color to blow up
and He. Explain lo the kids thal you will scatler all the balloons on the floor.
Thew tell them thal alt your signal each team will attempl to vescue all the
balloons of their color while trying fo pop all the bulloons belonging to the
other team. The kicker is they can only use their hands to rescue their own
balloons. They cannot use hands to pop balloons. They can uise feet, knees,
hips, shoulders, bul nol hands lo pop balloons. Reward the leam with the
most rescued balloons.
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INSTRUCTION
TIME

s

_ I_ip :
The skit has been

written with

no reference to
gender, sa boys
of gir|s could
take ahy part and
whatever name
they might like.

Once all the balloons have been rescued or stomped, huave the kids sit
down in their feams, grab their Bibles and vead Matthew 24:5-14. Instricet
them to identify which of the following cheices will be actual signs vf the
soon return of the Lovd Jesus. You might want fo wrile the choices on a
chalkboard or have a printed list for each group.

False messiahs

Deterioration of the vzone layer
Lying prophets

Lying politicians

Tornadoes

[Vars

Rumuors of wars

Extreme oiplence

World hunger

Tall buildings in every muajor city
Earthquakes in various places

Our heavenly Father has worked evervylhing oul for the relurn of His Son
Jesus. The first partof His plawn is the Raplure. Rapture means lo be caught
away and the Apostle Puwl tells us just how the Lovd will come and catch
us dwdy with Him, The vapture is the time when Jesus will return to tuke
the Chrvistians, both livmmg and dead, out of this world.

Jesus promised to come back forus  jonn 143

Read John 14:1-3 aloud. The Bible speaks often of God’s plan to resctie
His followers from the sin and sadness of this world, He wants a
relationship with us foreternity. He wants a velationship with us that is
face to face. One day very soon Jesus will veturn for His people and fake
us to Heaven to live for eternity.

Sometimes we get discouraged living in this world and waiting for Jesus
to come forus. Jesus disciples must have fell a similar sadness. Jesuswas
telling thewm it was time for Him fo veturn o God, His Heavenly Father.
Sothe of the disciples had just stavted to follow Jesus. They felt like ey
hardly had a chance {o get to know Him and now it was fime for Him o
leave? One thing they knew for sure: Jesus never breaks a promise! If He
said He would return for them, they knew they could counton His word.

Being With Jesus Forever = junn 14364

Read the nexl verse from John 14 " whevre I go you know, and the way
you know.” Sometimes we might notwant Jesus to reburn for us - at least
nolrightnow. Often the thought of heaven seewms boring, especially to
kids. We might have things we want to accomplish which would be
interrupted by the return of Jesus.



When the skit is finished, follow up with the following discussion questions:
# What things do you want to accomplish in your life?
% How can being with Jesus foreternity exceed your dreams?
4% Is it hard to think beyond the natural world?
% Will God ever disappoint us? Now? In eternity?

Be suve to inchude any discussion questions which occur to you as you prepare
and shudy for this lesson. As you lead the discussion, remember ko stay focused
on the lesson uim: To understund that Jests promised to return for His people
and to vecognize that Jesus will resene His people from sin for eternity.

What Will Happen When Jesus Returns 1 Thessatonioms 416, 17
Read aloud 1 Thessalonians 416 and 17, Suddenly Jesus will appear in the
sky! Jesus will come in person and when He comes an angel will call o1t to
His coming, and the trumpet of God will sound. Every Christian, living or
dead, will hear the angel’s voice and God's rumpet. The Bible says the dead
inn Christ, the Christians tat have died, will vise first, They will huve new and
perfect bodies.

After we ave vaplured wilh Jesus, we will lake parl in a very special banguel
called the Marriage Supper of the Lamb. Ifis gomg to be like u celebration.

The word “lamb” represents Jesus who is like a lumb which was offeved as a
sacrifice. The banguet is called the “Marviage Supper” because we believe that
the Christians together make tip the bride of Christ. Jesus is our bridegroom
and when the raphire vcecurs it will be like the bridegroom coming to take His
bride (all born-again Christians) with Him to celebrale the “Marriage Supperof
the Lamb.”

Encourage the kids to seriously consider the question below. After several
minuies of veflection, discuss their thoughls and msights.

TAKING
HOME THE

Before this session, photocopy Hie Rapture Promise Cards (inaster provided).
Distribute the cavds to the kids as they leave as a reminder of the promise Jesiis
made them fo rescue thewm from sin for eternity.




S cacley JFer Jesces

A SKIT FOR THREE PEOFLE ABOUT THE SECOND COMING OF JESUS
c Isw'tit coolabout Jesus coming back?
20 Yeal Iguess. Tjust ope He doesn’t come buaek before Igelold enough for that car iy dad pronvised nre.
That would be really cool. And if Jesus comes back before I get my license, I'll never huve a chunce fo dvive.

1

It Tweoer thought about it like that,

20 Thave, Twant to have some fun with my lfe before I go o heaven,

It What if Jesus comes back before Tturn eighteen and getto mooe into wy own place? My older sister got b do
that when she went to college. Trealty want o move vultonmyown!

20 See -- if Jesus cowmes vighl wow, il will spoil evevything. We won'l be able io have any fun. Tihink we ough!t Io
just pray that Jesus holds off a while, like unhl we are maybe 60or 70 years old!

3: Hey guys, what’s up?

2: Oh, we were just hoping that Jesus wails to veturn fora couple of years. We kind of want to have some fun
before we go to heaven for ever and for ever and for ever! That's a long time.

30 Actually, 'y kind of excited about Jesus coming back. ['ve been thinking o lotabonk being with Jesus since
my grandpa died last year. 've been looking forward to seeing him real soon 1w Heaven.

1. Are you sure he will be in heaven?

3t Oh yeah! Grandpa knew Jesus as his Savior when he died. So, IThnow I'll see him theve. That'swhy I'm kind
of anxivus for Jesus to return.

20 Butwhat about all the great things you want fo do inlife? Dowr’tyou like that cute guy/ girt at schoul?
{shy, bashful vesponse from #3) See, if Jesus comes now, you might never get fo meet him/ her.

30 Maybe you've vight. I suve would like to eet him/ hev. That would veally be great! {after thinking fora

minuke, lakes a stand) But I don’t think it would be as good as being with Jesus in Heaven. And Iveally wank
to see grandpa again.

20 Hewy, wou can see your grandpa again. Don’t gel so npsel! Lel’s fust pulit offa little while so the vest ofus can
have some fun.

It Dow’t you think we’ve tmissing sotnething heve? Being with Jesus foreoer is snpposed to be fun, too, isu'tit?
(the others wod inagreement) Well, maybe heaven is going to be move fun than the stuff weve waifng for heve on earth,

20 Tdon't think so!

3: ITdo. Thave all these plans for when Jesus returns for me,

2 Like what?

30 Well, for starters, I've got a bunch of questiovns obout God and the Bible, Tdon'tresmemberall of them but Tknow
whenIget theve, wmy tnind will vernembey all of e impovtant ones and Ty going to nsk God evevy single one.

1. (Staving at his fect thoughtfully) I'd kind of ke to know what that perfect body is going to be hike. You know
the one like Jesus had when He vose from the dead? Twonderif it is kind of like ? {nmme a fmmous
“perfect” pevson)

3t Tdon't think itis that kind of “pevfect”

10 Well, ut leastonce I getto heaven I don’t think 'll have to live with woy dumb old feet with six toes on each one.
That's worth looking forward to.

2: (Playfully stepping on #1's toes) You have six toes on both of your feet? I never hnew that! How weird.

1. See what!mean. ITbetTwont have to hear comments like thatin heaven either.

3t Whenwe getto heqven you will have perfect feet. And hands. And cars. And eyes. And everything else. See,

being with Jesus is sumething to look forward to.

2. (still not convinced) But what about e great stuff we want to do? Theve won't be any cavs in heaven.
Wown'tIbe disappoinked to gelto heaven and never get to dvive a car?

3t Probably not. Jesus never disappotnled anyone when He lived onearth. He doesw’l disappoint people now
and Idow't ink anyone who goes lo heaven will be disappointed then either.

20 Well, I'll have to Hank about that, i sHI not so suve Twant Jesus lo cotne back before Igelimy liceuse.

1. I'think I've made o choice. I'i going to look forward o Jesus coning back. If T'miss onut on some stuff on earih
il must be becuuse the stuff Jesus hus plunned in heaven is going fo be even betler, (glances ut his watch) I gotta
get going, I'll see you guys fomorrow!

Alll (They shrng) See ya! (exit)
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y 0 U C H O o s E ? Louk up the following verses which

speak of the believers” crowns.
Choose che crown thac you would
mosc like to recieve from Jesus.
Then, talk with the people in your
aroup about why you would like to
receive thiis crown.

OWN OF REJOICING
Thessalonians 2:13,19,20
Paul expected to recetve his crown at the
Coming of Jesus. This 1s the sonl winner’s crown.

Janres 112
This is the martyr’s crown prontised fo those who are faithful unto death;
but those who live prepared lo die for their witness recetwe 1t also.

ROWN OF RIGHTEOUSNESS
' 2 Timothy 4:78

Paul expected to veceive this crown as a reward for his
“eood fight” his “faith kept” and “course finished.”

OWN OF GLORY

1 Peter 5:4

The Greek waord for crown is stephanos, which is the crown awarded to
the winner of athletic competition; itwasmade of olive or laurel leaves
and withered. The crown of glory is for pastors and elders who never

give up in their service to God. This crown will never fade away.




LESSON AIM

KEY VERSE

ITEMS NEEDED

DECLARATION
OF FAITH

GROUP
INTERACTION

MOCKJRIAL

To realize that after death, people will face God the righteous judge.
To distinquish between two types of final judgement:

1. reward for the believer

2. punishment for the unbeliever

“For God will bring every work inlo judgment, including every secrel thing,
whether good ot evil.” Ecclesiastes 12:14

Bibles / pencils / paper/ photocopies of Which Crown IWould You Choose”

e believe that the dead both small and great shall be
raised up and stand with the living before the judgment seat
of God; and that then a solemn separation shall take place
wherein the wicked shall be judged to everlasting punishment
and the righteous to life eternal; and that this judgment will
fix forever the final state of man in Heaven or in hell on prin-

ciples of righteousness as set forth in His Holyw -

Creale a courtroom complele with Judge’s bench and witness stand. Assign
the voles of judge, de fense attorney, prosecutor and defendant to people
from your group.

The defendant is aecused of deserting @ loved one. For example, a father
who has left his children and their mother. You can creale the scenerio and
allow the kids to adlib the arguments for and against the de fendanl. Spend
about 15 wminufes presenting the case aguinst the defendant und allowing
him/ her to argue for their innocence. In the end, ullow the judge to nile
innocent or guilty. Follow the activity with o brief time of discussion
fociising on these queslions:



INSTRUCTION

-

y
1 ip:

There iz an
erroneous idea held
l:y some that there
will be one genaral
c]ay of recl«:ning
on which all Eeings
just;or unjust will be
judged‘ The Bible
speaks of a number
of judgments‘

This lesson defines
two phases of final

judgement recarded

1. Is the Judge’s decision final?

2. Can the defendant appeal a verdict of guilt?

3. What should the punishment be for someone who deserts a
lpved one?

4. Did the judge make a mistgke in his decision?

5. Ave there similarities und differences between our mock court
and God’s courtroom?

6. Will a person be able to appeal God’s final judgement?

Judgement Means Reward and Punishment ceensissns 12124
The Bible says that every person who has ever lived will be pudged by God,
The mdgement will be based on God's righteous standard and what the
people have done in thetr lives. People can choose o live the Christian life
ot to live our lves in our own way, Our vewards or punishment will vesult
from our choice.

You may be surprised o learn thal God cannol make a person choose His
way of living. Every individual must make their own choice. Each person
can choose to go the devil’sway or God’s way. If a person chooses ko live
for themselves, the judgement will be called The White Throne Judgement.
This judgement will determine the punishment of the unbeliever’s sin.

On the othery hand, people who know Jesus as Savior and live their lives for
Him, will receive a reward for doing what He said. Before we discuss the
fudgment of unbelivoers let’s look at the whuat happens to believers during
their time of udgment.

Rewards for the Christian 2 Covinthians 59,20

The Christian’s prd gment is sometimes called the believer’s pud gment,

This time is refered to as a udgment because we will stand before Jesus at
the Bema Seat of Christ. Bema is a word which describes a judge’s bench or
ratsed platformn where the judge would sitas he/she judges o case. Instead
of punishment, the result will be a reward. The word "evaluation” might
be an easier word for us to undeystand because God will evahiate how we
spent vur life in service to Him,

Every Christian will stand be fore the Bema Seat of Christ People who know
Jesus as Lord will not be judged for their sin, be cunise by accepling Jesus,
their sin is forgiven und forgotten. The Christians’ sin was judged on the
cross when Jesus took thetr sin upon Himself and died for them.,

The Christian will be rewarded for the work he or she has done while living
onearth. Everything we have done for the Lord will puss before Him for
inspection. If our motives have been wrong, or if we have served selfishly
to bring attention to ourselves instead of Jesus, we will not be rewarded.

If vur service, deeds, works and actions have been done because of our looe
for Jesus, we will pass the spe ction and we will receive rewards for whal
we have done. The ultimale reward, of course, will be spending eternity
with Jesus. The other vewards will pust make eternify with Him betier.
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1 Lip:

[t is important to

|<I’IDW ..JESLIS now.

Every person can

Punishment for the Unbeliever revetation 20121315

The White Throne Judgementis the judgement of the person who did not
live for Jesus on earth. A Hirone is a symbolof kingship. Throughout the
Bible we vead ubout kings who sat on their throne und ruled people, judged
people and sometimes condemned people. God is more fair, righteous and
loving than any earthly kg could ever be. Juslas people loday are judged
orv brought to courl for trial, so the sinners will be judged by God at the
While Throne Judgement. Revelution chapter 20 lells us that those whose

names dye notwritten in the Book of Life will be sent to hell us punishment
for their rejection of Jesus.

escape hell and the
judsement of our
own rebellion l::y
making Jesus Lord

God will be the judge at The White Throne Judgement, which will take

place after Jesus has reigned on earth for 1,000 years. God will judge rightly.
He will make no mistakes. As people stand before Him, they will be asked
what they heard and were told by Christian friends, relatives or coen a
minister. Those who have turned their back on Jesus and have rejected or
ignored Him, will spend elernity with the devil

af our life. Encour-
age the kids in your
group to make this

decision before they

leave this meeting.

pcopy the "Which Crown Would You Choose” handout and distribute
o each of the kids, Tell thewm to use their Bibles to discover whult

rds God will give to people who love Him and sevve Him. After
lwing a few minutes for the kids to complete this investigation, continue
vilh the Instrucltion Time.

INVESTIG

“LWell done, good and faithful servant; you were faithful over a few things,
Twill make you ruler over many things. Enter into the joy of your lord”
(Matthew 25:21). Jesus made this statement as He was teaching one of His
many parables about the kingdom of Heaven. This statement is very
mmportant for belicvers. Thisiswhalwe will hear from Jesus Himself ns He
looks at our life of sevvice. He will welcome His followers into Heaven wilth
Joy und love. Itwill be an enjoyuble time when we receive His reward and
begin to spend eternity with Him.

TAKING HOME
THE TRUTH

As you conclude this session, spend a few minutes sharing and praying
fogether about how to live movre effectively for Jesus while on earth. Focus
own the anticipation of God's reward for living a life the way Jesus suid we
should. Inchide wm your prayer the stutement from Matthew 25:21 (above)
anid encourage the kids to memorize this verse and to make 1t a personal
goal o hear these words from Jesus in elevnily.



LESSON AIM

KEY VERSE

ITEMS NEEDED

DECLARATION
OF FAITH

GROUP
INTERACTION

To discover the scriptural meaning of justification.
To begin to live in the benefits of justification.

“Therefore having been justified by faith, we have peace with God thyough our
Lord Jesus Christ, through whom also we have access by faith into this grace in which

we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God.” Romans 5:1,2
Bibles 3% x b7 index cards (see Group Activity)
Pencils/ Paper FPhotocopies of “Justified Living” (masler prooided)

ustification by faith is the foundation truth of God’s provision of
salvation for guilty and lost sinners. It is frequently referred to in the
Scriptures, yet it iz one of the most neglected and misunderstood doc-
trines in all evangelical theology. It is of such a far-reaching and star-
tling nature that many seem afraid to teach and believe the scriptural
declarations concerning it. Yet it must be understood if we are to grasp,
and fully understand, the “so great salvation” (Hebrews 2:3) God has

graciously and ifreely provi ded

The goal of lhis mleraclion is for the kids o gel their hands on the “#17 card.
As the kids arrive, give every pevson a 3xb card with a number writlen on it.
Use any mumber on the cards except the number 1. Don’t tell anyone thal
the number one is missing from the cards until later.

In the end every kid will probably win a prize, sv have enough for everyone.
Keep the prizes hidden for now except for one. Tell the kids thal the winner
of this game will veceive a prize. Show tem the single prize and explain
that they are to trade curds with each other trying to get their hunds on the
number ‘1.” They are to keep the number on their card to themselves and
notlet on if they recetve the number ‘1’ card. The person with the number
‘1" 1s the wnmner of the prize.



'Rags
for
Riches

INSTRUCTION
TIME

Give them two or thvee minutes to trade cavds with each other, all
seeking the dllusive number ‘1. It won't take them very long to figure
vut that sumething is wrong. No one secms to have the number ’1”

After you calm thewn down and assure thewn Hhat theve will be a
winner to this guine, show the kids a card with the munber 1 written
on it. Assure them, again, that this time theve will be a winner. Place
the number ‘1" card into a stack of other number cards buit don't let the
kids see wheve you putit orwhatis written on the other cards in e
stack. (You know that oll the cords in this stack have the nuwmber 1’
written on them, but they don't know 1t

Now, have the kids trade whatever card they have for one of your
cards, agam not leliing on if they recetve lhe number *1 card. Of
course, it won't tuke very long for them to figure oul thal everyone
who trades theiv worthless card for one of yours becomes a winner.

This activity will take some veal poker-face acting on your part.

If you do it vight, the kids can all be winners and learn a lesson about
trading worthless cards for o prize. If one of the kids decides not to
trade for one of your cards, that’s fine. It will provide you an
opportunity to discuss with the kids the reasons why there are people
in the world who could receive Jesus but choose to hang on to their
empty, miserable, sinful hives instead,

Follow wup the achvity with a discussion based on these obsevvations:
[What did it tuke to win this game ?

How did it feel when we had the winming card?

IWas it casy to trade a losing card for the sure thing?

How are we like the “losing card”?

How is Jesus like the “surve thing.”

G Do 13

Sometimes we don'thave the resources to win, no matter what we do.
We need the help of another person, When a pevson uccepts Jests as
Lord and Savior, God trades our divty, sinful life for something much
beller - His righleousness. We don’l desevve this kind of irade. WWe
have nothing of value to trade. God valurs us enough to simply frade
His righteousness for our sin. He makes us winners. This is called
Justification.

God takes away vur sin and gives us His righteousness in its place.
Justuasifwe had never sinned. This uneven trade began when God the
Father sent His only Son to die on the cross for our sin. Have the kids
look up and read 2 Covinthians 521.

“For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that
we might become the vighleousness of God i Christ.”




Read the following story
or have one of the good
readers in the group

read it aloud.

INVESTIGATION

S
lip:

Sanctification is
covered in detail
in two lessans

in this unit of
Baseline. Be
careful not to
get off on that
subject in this

discussion.
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Justification is a legal levm which piclures the sinner in God’s courtroom o
receive condemnalion for the sins he has committed. Bulinstead ofbeing
condemmned, he is udicially pronounced as not guilty, being declared by God
to be righteous. Discuss with the kids the similuvity of Randall’s story und
what (Jud has done forus.

Ask the kids to look up 1 Corinthians 6:11 in their Bibles. Have them
underline or highlight the following words in their Bibles:

Washed  Sanctified  Justified  Nomne of the Lord  Spirit of onr God

Help the kids understand the scrip tural significance of these words and
phrases as they mark thein.
When Ged forgives our sin we are washed <lean on the inside.

This inward cleansing by God is ealled sanctification

God's announcement that we have been washed is called being justified,

We are justified in the Name of Jesus Christ,
The Spirit of our Ged (Haly Spirit) does on Christ’s behalf.




o The-Result-of Justification remuwmsr12:

Three significant words in Romans 1:1,2 summarize the benefits of bcmv
qustified. As you discuss the wovds, have the class repeal the hlghhghted
stafement.

: I have peace with God just as if I'd never sinned. God is
holy and sinless. He hates sin. We are litevally at war with God before

we accept Christ. Jesus brings an end to e war when we accept Him as
personal Savior. Because we ave justified in Jesus, we can now live at peace
with God. Peace tneans to be "united with.” When we are justified we are
united with Christ. We have peace because we understand who we are in
Christ, As our understanding of peace with God increases, our discord with
other people will decrease. We can measure how much underslanding we
have of this peace by our behavior foward people in our family, ot church
and at school.

Ilive in grace just as if I'd never sinned. Grace is not merely
a prayer we say before we eat dinner. Grace is defined as favor, kindness,
pleasantness, attractiveness (Strong’s #2580); grace means undeserved
blessing. TWhen we are accepled by Jesus Christ in justification, we
experience the grace of God, the attractiveness of God,; the pleasantness

of God. We are joyful asaresult of God’s grace. We are responsible for
sharing that joy and pleasantness with others, Remember that grace is not
deserved, it 1s a vesult of God’s justification. So, when you show grace,

it will somelitmes be lo people who veally don’t deserve it. Ephesians 1.7

I live in hope just as if I'd never sinned. Romans 5:2b says
joice in hope of the glory of God.” We have hope because we no
longer have to pay the price for our past sin. There is no guilt against us.
We huave experienced the undeserved gift of His grace. Genuine hope is
not wishful thinking, but a firm assurance about things that are seen und
unseen and still in the future, Hope distinguishes the believer from the
unbelicver, who has no hope. Chrislian hope comes from God and resls
on His prowmise of Christ’s veturn. The Christian should live with godly
confidence for ua certam fulure,

Hand out copies of “Justificd Living” and begin to focus on what it means
to live in peace, grace and hope. Help the kids be gin o see thal the way they
think about themselves will affect the way they freat others. People who are
Justified and made vighteous in Jesus should live in peace, grace and hope.
Justified Christians should treat others with peace, grace and hope.

Read the instructions aloud as the kids follow along. Challenge the kids to
look at their own hives and relationships with other people Have them think
of ways they might bring peace fo 4 sttuation in their life; show grace to

someone who doesn’t deserve it; or give hope to a person who feels guilty.

Conclude your group session with prayer, asking God fo help each person
with the three arveas of justified living - peace, grace and hope.



Just As Is I'd Newver Sinned

The Bible tells us that we are justified i Chnst. This Tneans that we expenence the peace,

grace and hope Townd ondy m God. Oar stification ghonld bring a change v ont behavior
toward other people. W we snyoy the peace of Chmst, we shonld show the peace of Chnst

10 others. Once We tecognize fhe grace God has gven s, We ghowid <how that grace 1o

peopie Who deserve something worse. Afier we have bean isified, we will he people of
Lope. Teople wWho dom’t Fuow Jesas need s Knd ol ope.

Tk abont these Wiree wnporian Words, Think dbant Wivak God has done 1ot you.

Tray abont how you can show others the peacse, grace and hope God hias bronght 1o your

hife. Write down wWhat you believe the Lord says 1o you as you think and pray abowt
“Justified Living”

Hold this paper in front a of a mirror to read
what God says about Justified Living.

10 feuotdl RoD Miw 9309g ovRd ow i 13 heiiilzeg noed guiml sudigni T

Anidr 6 aontg 21 ot ISy yA 22an0n arad sur ovde wiod dgraoaii 120 aeest. el
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LESSO N AI M To recognize that to be sanctified means we are set apart for a holy life.

KEY VERSE “...Sanctify them by Your truth. Your Word is truth.” Johwn 1717

Bibles / pencils / paper/ pholocopies of “Set Apart Stories”
p paper/ p piesof P

DECLARATION ...... -

Z he primary meaning of sahctification in the Bible is a dedication,
OF FAITH : cohsecration or settihg apart for some specific and holy use. In the Old

'Y Testament many inanimate things (the implements of temple worship)
were said to be sanctified. This simply meahs they were separated for
the service of the Lord. It is important for every Christiah to realize
that he/she is a chosen vessel set apart for a very special purpose for

the glory of God. In this sehse he is already sanctified

GROUP Prrchase a single food itein which would appeal to most of the kids in your
group. This might be a giunt chocolate bay ov 4 two-litev bottle of sodu or

INTERACTION MeDonalds burger, fries and drink,

At Ask the kids this question: “Whatwould you do for this ilem ?” Have the kids
ooy bid on this food ilemn. They cannol bid wilh thoney or malevial things. They
des frw o must bid something which costs them time ov enevgy ov a visk of personal
embarassment. Here are a few examples...
o qump up and down and cluck like a chicken fur three minides.
.. tun i circles ten times singing “Jesus Loves Me.”
Or... choose ideas of your own to suggest that they bid for the food item.

ol
b



INSTRUCTION.
TIME: -

-

Aip:

This lessen
deseribes the fact
of our initial
sanctification.

Be careful that the
kids realize there
is another, equally
impotrtant, meaning
which involves our
<:|ai|y decisions and
devotion to Christ.
The secondary use
of the werd in the
Bible involves the
process of
sanctification.

This process is
explained in the
lesson called

"Cleaning Up
Our Act.”

- What:is: Sanctification?.::2:chranistes 20:99:0:

Prepare the kids for this lesson on sanctification with this transition: When
we oalue something, we are usually willing fo sacrifice parl of ourself for il
The person who won the bid for the food itewm had to set himself or hevself
apurt for thut purpose. Even if itmeant being embarrrusse d.

Being set apart to an important purpose requires pervsonal sacrifice. Ve
can see examples of this lype of dedicalion in lhe field of athlelics, the arls,
science, medicine and a variety ofother fields. With this lesson we have
included a page of short stories which illustrale o set apart lifestyle. You
might choose to assign the stovies to several kids to read aloud for the
group. Itwould also be effective to have the kids pair up giving each pair
one story to read together.

However you choose to assign the stories, encourage the kids to discuss
the following guestions:

* What was the specific purpose for which the person prepared?

* How did they set themselves apart for that purpose?

* Did they need to give up ceviain things for that purpose?

* What weve tHie benefits o f setbing themselves apart?

Rend 2 Chronicles 20019 aloud with the kids. Explmn thﬂt God nld the
Old Testument priests to sanctify the tools which were used in their
worship. These tools probably included candle holders, tables, bowls,
cups and a variety of other implements used in the temyple. King Ahaz
deliberately disobeyed and used the sanclified 1:tensils for his palace
dinners. Of course, this displeased God because He had clearly said that
these toolswere fo be used solely in worship to Hin,

God is always very specificwhen He wants us to obey Him. The king
violated God’s inslruclion in a number of ways and deslvoyed many of
the lemple implements in the process. WWhen God’s faithful sevoanis were
able to vestorve the ulensils to the temple aguin, they cleane d und sterilize d
thewt and prepared them again for the one specific purpose God intended
from the beginning. The temple 1utensils were once again sanctified only
for the worship of God,

Itis notjust things which need to be sanctified. God instructed the priesls
to sanctify thewmselves, too. 2 Chronicles 29:20-36 records how King
Hezekiah led the way for the people to offer the necessary sacrifices and
offerings so God knew they were serivus about changing their ways. The
outcome was that God veceived the offering of the people and was pleased
wilh the aitifude of wovship they had in their hearls.



Write the following verse on a chalkbuard or voerhead bansparency;
“Hezekiah and all the people of Judah celebrated, becaiise God had helped them make
this luppen so quickly.” (2 Chronicles 29:36 from the Prontise)

Ask the kids to read this verse aloud with you, Explain that the peoplg of
Judah showed what it means to be sunctified when they beg{m paymg
attention to what was important to God, When God saw they had a change
ofheart and wanted to be close to Him aguin, He sanchified | H'zem

Ask the kids to answer these gquestions uboutl verse 36:
1. Why did the people of Judah celebrate?

(Becmuse they were set apart for God's worship agiin.)
2. How long does il lake o be sanciified?

(This verse says that being sanctified can happen very quukly)

Who:Needs to:Be:Sanctified? g sz 19

Jesus needed fo be sanctifivd
In the New Testament Jesus pmymi to His heavenly Father ta be sanctificd.
Ask the kids to turn to John 17.19, Read this verse together. Jesus proyed
that it s for our sake that He 1s sanclified for God s spe cific nrirnose. He sel
Himself apart from this world and the pleasure of life so that He could bring
sulvation into our lives.

We need to be sanctificd.

The way Jesus explained it, we can only be sanclified thmu{:rh Him. He sets
us apart for His specific purpose. Now take alook at perses 16-18 und notice
these key thoughts:
We do not belong to the world, TWe belong 10 God:
We are senctifizd by living uccording to Godld’s Word, the Bible,
The Rible 1s Trulth. 3
Jesus s our examyple of how to e i satetificalion.

He wants us to live sanclified lives sp others can find Him,

U1 W Lo ks

~HowWe:Are:Sanctified: -

Jesus cleans us up on the mside by forgiving s of otir sin. Thzb i called
being sanctified. It happens quickly — smmediately, when we accept Jesus
as owr Lovd and Savivr. It is a fack that we are sanctificd. Theve is a process
of holy living which is also calle d smutg}‘uuhmz Don't get \’_Dl’lﬁ«}.bb’d e
process of sanctification will be covered in another lesson called "Cleaning
Up Our Act.” We call the fact of our sanctification imputed to credif or
attribute) sanctification because it is somethmyg that s done for us by Jesus,




TAKING HOME
THE TR

ALTERNATE
ACTIVITY

positional
4 truth

Give the kids a sheet of paper and have thewm wrile the word SANCTITY
dowmn the left side. Look up the verses below and vead thew logether.
Thewn, usk the kids to wvite beside each lettey u wovd which describes the
meaning of the word SANCTIFY. You may want to give them a time Iimit
and award the person wilh lhe mosl correcl answers.

1 Thessulonians 523 Jevenrinh 1.5
Hebrews 2:10,11 Hebvews 13:12

Emphasize with the kids the importance of knowing that in Christ they
have been set apart for a holy life. This is positional truth which means
that knowing this truth may not make thew feel much different. The fact
retnging that if a pevson veceives Jesus as Lord und Suvior, they have been
sanctified. Knowimng this trith is extremely important,

Give the kids g sheel of paper and pencils or pens. You may want them

to work in pairs for Hris achivity. Ask them to wrile a pavagraph, a shorl
story or o poewm explaining in a creative way what il means to be sanclified.
Direct them to the avm of this lesson and some of the facts which have been
discussed during the lesson. Remember that we are set apart to God fora
holy life.

Conclude this lesson with a prayer of thanksgiving to God for the fuctof
quick imputed sanctificution which helps us live a holy life.
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This holiday lesson has a different format which combines an informal teaching
titne with interaction infegrated at each teaching point. Have fun with this lesson.

KEY VERSE

IWhen the day of Pentecost was fully come, they (abowt 120 disciples) were all
with one uccord in one place. And suddenly theve came a sound from heaven
a5 of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled all the hovuse where they were
silling. And there appeared o them divided tongues, as of fire, and one sat
tipon each of thewn. And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and begin
to speak with other tongues, as the Spivif gave thein utlerance

(Acts 2:1-4)

ITEMS NEEDED

Bibles/ pencils/ posterboard or chalkboard/ video camery/ video tape

Hmta H’Ilb phm:,e ona pobterbom: oron a dmlkbomd
WH AT |S |T? The Feast of Weeks, or Pentecost, fook ifs name from the fact
that it oecured seven weeks, or fifty days, after Passover.

Pentecostis from the Greek word for an old holiday celebraled by the
Hebrew people of the Old Teslament. I was 4 hurvest festival stmilay
to pur holiday called Thunksgiving. Peniecost took ils name from the
fact that it vceursed seven weeks, ov fifty days, afier Passover. Each
Sfamily offered thanks v God for a successful grain haroest by giving
the first portion of the harvest to the lemple priesls. antemst is dlso
known by these names:

The Feust of Weeks (Exodus 34:22)

The Feast of Havvest (Exodus 23:16)

The Feast of First Fruits (Numbers 28:.20)




WHAT IT
BECAME

Every family has lradilions, feasls, and holidays they enjoy. Have
the kids think of one such velebration that was always kind of the
same until one day or one year when something very untstil
happened. Maybe they had an unexpected guest show up for
dinner. Or perhaps something happened which made them
appreciate their time fugether, Give the kids a few minutes to think
and then have them share their experiences wikth the group. Realize
that viot everyone will have a story to share. Be prepared with an
experience of your own to share, if necessary, to get things sturte d.

Write ﬂ'll‘w promise oj Pentecost on puaterbuard vr g chalkboard:
“You shall receive the Holy Spiril not many days from now.”

Afler His resurre ction, Jesus told His disciples to veturn fo Jerusalem
and remain theve untl they were “filled with poweyr from on high”
(Lizke 24:49).  He told them, *You shall receive the Holy Spirit not
many days from now” (Acts 1:5) Jesus was right. Those who obeyed
Hiswordswere filled willt power from heaven.

God’s people celebrated The Feast of IVeeks for hundreds of years,
Thousands of people still gathered cach year in Jerusalem to celebrate
Pentecost This year, however, something would happen to change
the meaning and celebration of this feast forever!

Have the kids read Acts 2:3,4 und make a list on the posterboard/
(the one with the dzfinition of Pentecost) of the events that happened
on this new Day of Penlecosl. Hevre are some possible responses:

They heard the sound of a rushing mighty wind.

God’s Spirit filled the entire voom where they were,

They were filled with the power of God’s Holy Spirit,

They all began to speak with an unlearncd linguage as God
gu ve thewm the ability and the words.

va pubs out copies of the activity page, Day of Pentecost. Assign
eachiperse on the activity sheet to a different person oy group of
people. Ask them to wrile down the personal characteristics be fore
and ufter the Day of Pentecost. The characteristics be fore Pentecost
wmight include stubborn, self-centeved, selfish and unfaithful. Personal
chararteristics of the same people after Pentecost might include loyul,
faithifil, bold, and dependable. As a group share these observations
and why the fulness of the Holy Spirit made the difference.



PENTECOST
TODAY

. Ip:

Don't be

coneerned that
this lesson ends
without a spiritua|
response from the
kids. A campan-
ion lesson in this
unit of Baseline is
about the Baptism
With the Holy
Spirit. This lesson
will give you the
apportunity to
rea”y l::ring Home
the Truth with the
kids!

How appropriate that God should choose this day on which to give
His Spirit to His church. Before this day is over, 3000 people would
give their hearts to Jesus as Lord and Savior because of what they
sdw. This ancient holiday celebrating hurovest brought in a new kind
of Harvest thousands of people living for the Lord Jesus Christ,

Creale a video news magazine featuring kids from your group on the
Dy of Pentecost. Call it something wild and creative. Let the kids
help in all phases of production. For those who feel mtimidated by a
video:camera, enlist the help of one of the older kids or another young
thinking person from your congregation. This can be a project which
is thowght through, filmed and viewed right in your group session.
For a more thorough approach you may choose fo use the week prior
to this meeting to prepure the video. If you choose this option, enlist
the help of some key kids in the group. Have the kids take on various
roles of people who mighl have been in Jerusalem on the Day of
Pentecost. Let thewt be creative with accents and dialects as they lell
their stories. Keep everyone focused on these three thoughts. .

1. This was a genuine expevience of the Holy Spirit filling Christions
with supernatural ability and power,

2. Christans be gan to speak in languages and dinlects they had
never learned which were understood by various travelers in
Jeriisalem,

3. Skeptics were converted to believe in Jesus as Lovd and Savior
because of what happened in ferisalem on the Day of Pentecost,

End this session wilth big bowls of popcorn, sodas and if possible, a
giant.screen TV ov video projeclor ip play youy home-grown video on,



Cach verse below describes a
distinet per:;onu] characteristic U]‘:
peaple bafuwe and qﬁer the Holy
Spirit ﬁ”gJ thew o the Duay of
Pantecost, Read each Sc_ripﬂu»e..
Whiita the charactaristic undar tha
verse, Here's a hint: the
characteristics bafo re the Day uf_
Pentecost show personal
wealkness and the characteristics
atter the Day of Pentecost

show e raonal s’rreng’r"\.

B G]CO e

Matthew 20:20-24

enr

Acts 5:19
Matthew 926:69-75
Acts 9:31

Luke 8:24-95 }
F Acts 11:27-29

Mark 5,34_37..”' Acts 19:1-6

Why do you think being fi“ec] with
'Hf\e ‘Ho|y Spiri‘l' made Hf\e,se, pe,ople

nore eﬁecﬁva fow the Lord?



Once each guarter, Baseline
encourages groups ta host an
outreach event for unchurched
friends of the graup. The event
for this quarter is a skate night.
We have compiled infarmation
yaou will need to organize and
host a skate event.

First you will need tao answer the following gquestiaons:

1. Will wea invite kids from the cammunity?

2. What precautions and clearance da we nead?
2. Is our church activity insurance acceptahle=s ‘
4. What ratio of adults ta kids should we have?
5. Will we include a Rihle study ar warship time?
6. What equipment will we need?

7. Do we have praoper permissiaon fram church
leaders, parents and city agencies for this event?




Precautlons and uldelmes

sunrnce D

bomdmg of any kind n thet uh/-hmlts

wriiititie s have bained skafe

Due to the high visk of physical infury, severe und / or permanent disfigurement,
disability or death, the ICFG Insurance Department would prefer that your
church not sponsor a Skateboard Activity. However, we know that this activity
is common among our youth and so we will ask that you follow the guidelines
below:

Church sponsored achivihes, both on and off church properly, must be veviewed
and aproved by the senior pastor, or u designaled stuff member, as lo the
potenhal for imury lo the parlicipunt

Imreviewing an actioity, the pastor or a designaled staff member should:
a. Examine all of the delails of the planned evenl, including transportation,
b. Determine the mimimum age, experience and training required for infury-
free participation; determine what safety gear will be required.
c. Determine the experience, training and maturity of appropriate
supervision of the activity.

Fuctors that should be considered are:

#. Previous experience of the Church with similar activities. (If you have not
dome this before, call u church who has and has been successful with the
event, und gel theirinsight into the safelty measures they have taken.)

b. Do you have a plan in affectif someone is injured? If not, design one that
can be reviewed and approved of by the pastor and/ or designaled staff
member.

c. Selup writlen guidelines that can be presenled to the participunts and
their parent/ guardians prior to the event. Be specific and follow
through with approprinte disciplive 1f the guidelines are violaled.

d. Have the parents/ guardians sign a release form in order for the cJuld to
participate. Please include terminology that addyesses the issue of medical
care i case of an enmergency.

Our insurgnce policies do not exclude any specific activities, howeover, we dre
held Hable if we knowingly allow people to participate in an event thut has
known risk, if we huve not done cverything in our power lo eliminate known
risk and not properly supervised the event.




We surveyed ghu¥ch groups which have conducted suscessful skate events. Skate night
events havebeen well receivedand usually result in kids and/or parents receiving Jesus.
Here are ‘some of the pertinesst: facts you should think about. After reviewing this
information, and. gongultating with your pastoral leadsrship, decide if your group wants

to put.inithe wsrk to make a skate ‘&vent happen.

Coordinator: One church uses

a Bible:college student who 1is
also a skater. . to coordinate
their skate event. . Another
church has a junior high:pastor
who is a skater  Each church we
surveyed for this information
seeks the help of a skater to
coordinate this event.

Permission: It is vital to have
full permission from your church
leadership before considering a
gkate event. . Many liabijity
1Ssues need to be addressed

and satisfied before permission
should be granted. (For more on
activity insurance, please see
the information from the ICFG
Insurance Group on page three.)
Parent permission/medical re-
lease forms should be signed for
e?ery pParticipant in your skate
n}ght. Finally, if your event
will be held on Property not
owned by the church, you will
need permission. from the owner/
landlord or if .on public broper—
ty,‘from city or county officials
giving their permissien to host
an event on public properﬁy.

Decide if your ramps

Equipment: :
will be permanently 1nsta}led or i
portable. Research skatling maga

Internet for ideas

i s and the
- amps . Start

on building your TIamp
with the basics and 1f your event

gYovs, build more ramps. Each

skater should bring thelr own
ipment and we recom-

rsonal edu
re kater wear 2 helmet.

mend every S

Supervision: The common ratio
we discovered seems to be 1
adult for every 20 kids,
Dgpending ONn your area and the
kids involved, you will need to
tbink about volunteer or profes-
slonal security. oOne group with
ap averade attendance of 5-10
kids saw. 100 kids show up for a
skate night with no advertising.
Another church dvVerages several
thousand at g regnlaféskating
event.. 80% of the kids Seem to
be willing to participate in the
voluntary Bible study.

gchedule: Some groups have live

Christian music as a witness to
unsaved kids while everyonhe
skates. Others choose to skate
for.a while and stop for a short,

voluntary Bible study and/or
sic and worship before

time of mu
Leaders

returning to skating.
from both approaches have
reported kids finding Jesus as
gsavior and in some Cases,
parents becoming Ch{istians
Because of these events. Some
groups hosta skating event each
week. Others have an event once
3 month or once .a (quarter.

Discipline; Bge Prepared for

Fhe Possibility of dealing with
1ssues of misconduct, fights

drugs. We suggest having ﬁém
policy of barental contact in
the §Vent of minor misconduct
and if hecessary, contactin '
law enforcement in. §} .

or

the event of
drugs or Weapons of any kind



