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The Earth is the Lord's
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LESSON AIM

To explore Bibhcal reasons for beheving in the resurrection of Jesus Christ.
To understand what the resurrection means to us personally.

KEY VERSE

"He is nut hcre;for He is riscn, as He said. Come, see the place where the Lord
lay. n
Matthew 28:6

ITEMS NEEDED

Bibles/pens/paper
Photocopies of "Jerusalem Times" handout
Toothpicks, or safety pins, or craft sticks, etc. (10 for each student)

DECLARATION
OF FAITH

hroughout the Word of God we are told time and again that Jesus
Christ, who died and was buried, rose frmn the dead. This is never a
supposition but, a direct statement of fact. "Remember that Jesus Christ
of the seed of David was raised from the dead according to My gospel." (IT
Timothy 2:8) The writers of the four Gospels nlade no effort to explain the
resurrection of Jesus Christ. They simply reported it

thereafter.

GROUP
INTERACTION
t

Give everyone ten items such as toothpicks, safety pins, etc. Have the kids sit
in a circle. When it is their turn, each kid ,,,ill tell the rest of the group three
things about himself. Think of unusual things that no one would know.
Two things must be true, and one is false. Go around the circle and have
someone else in the group volunteer to guess which is right. lf they guess
wrong, they give the describer a toothpick. If they guess right, the person
describing themself gives them a toothpick. The person with the most toothpicks, safety pins, etc. is the winner.

If your group is large, break into two separate groups. Transition into the
lesson by explaining that sometimes it is hard for us to beheve something
even though it is true. Cite examples from the game to prove the point.

The resurrection of Jesus Christ is the central issue of Christianity. Many
non-Christian people don't believe that Christ rose from the dead. But He
did. The resurrection proves Christ's power over Satan. It also shows how
far God would go to make a way of redemption for His children.
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Have someone read Matthew 28:11-15. The chief priests gathered the
soldiers and other religious leaders together to make up a story about the
disciples. They bribed the guards and told them to say that they had fallen
asleep and the disciples had stolen the body. So many people teach that the
resurrection didn't happen. But it did. Let's look at some of the proof.

]ihe tomb was empty.

(Matthew 28:6; Mark 16:6; Luke 24:33; John
20:1-2) The Roman guards, the angels, the disciples and the women all
testified to the fact that the tomb, where Jesus had been laid, was empty.

Some believed that Jesus' followers went to the wrong tomb. If this were
h'ue, then the Jewish authOlities would have taken them to the "right"
tomb to produce the body of Jesus. Also, it would have been hard to go to
the wrong tomb. It was well known that Jesus was buried in a tomb
carved from rock (Mark 15:46). This was a rich man's tomb and would
have been easy to find.

Eye witness testimony. Ask the group, "vVhat is an eye witness testimony?" Each of the four Gospels, written by different men, all had personal
testinlOny, or the eye wihless testinlOny of others, that Jesus' body was not
in the tomb.
Minor details vary in the four Gospels regarding Jesus' resurrection. Some
people claim these differences indicate the gospel writers made up the story.
However, these disciples did not sit down and deliberately make up the
story. Usually when a group of people want to lie, they memorize details so
they all come up with the same answers. These people all saw Jesus alive,
but in different places and at different tinleS.
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The Roman soldiers were an elite group. They were commanded to guard
the tomb just so the body would not be stolen (Matthew 27:63-66). It would
have been an embarrassment as well as a death penalty for them to allow
someone to steal Jesus' body. The disciples couldn't have stolen the body
with the soldiers guarding the tomb. The enemies of Jesus would have no
reason to steal the body because they would want the proof of His death .
It is hard to imagine what the tomb really looked like. According to Roman
tradition and scripture references, this would have been an elaborate tomb.
Most graves were carved into dirt hillsides and then stones rolled in front of
the entrance to keep outintruders and wild animals. But Joseph of
Arimathea, the owner of this tomb, was both a very wealthy man and a
respected government official. Because of his love for Jesus, he courageously approached Pilate and asked for the body so that he could properly
bury it. (Matthew 27:57-60)

Jesus' tomb was carved out of a large rock. There would have been a
stone slab or bench carved on the inside so that the body could be
placed on it. The stone placed in front of the tomb would have been
larger and more ornate than usuaL It is beheved to have weighed about
two tons--double the weight of an elephant! The stone was rolled into a
groove so that it could not be easily moved. It could have only been
nloved

by several men using levers.

The angel's message.

The women saw the stone had been moved
and went inside the tomb. They were actually standing in the empty
tomb when the angel told them Chlist had risen from the dead (Mark 16:
5-6). The angel had to tell them not to be alarmed because Jesus' body
wasn't there; He was risen hom the dead. The angel then told the
women to go and tell the disciples.

Jesus appears to His friends. In addition

to the empty tomb, and
the angel's message, many people saw Jesus. Jesus did not appear to His
enemies. He didn't need to prove anything to them. Instead, He appeared to His disciples and those who loved Him.

Jesus did not take the form of a spirit. He had a physical body. He ate
with the disciples; people touched Him; He talked to everyone who saw
Him; His skin showed the scars and the nail prints. His physical appearance and conversations ,vith them would have given them great
confidence and courage to share the fact that Jesus was indeed the divine
Son of God.

We have just discovered the evidence of the resurrection. But what
does Christ's conquering death mean to us? Listed below are verses
that speak about the importance of the resurrection. Break into groups
and divide the follOWing scriptures between the groups. Then have the
students come together to share some thoughts hom their discussion
time. The second column are phrases to help you, the leader, guide the
discussion.

TAKING HOME
THE TRUTH

The death, burial and resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ is the most
important event in Christianity. God revealed His great love for us by
revealing Himself through Christ's actions. 1 Corinthians 15:3- 4 says,
"For I delioered 10 you firs I of all lhal which I also receioed: lhal Chris I died
for Ollr sins according 10 Ihe Saiplures, and Ihal He was buried, and Ihal He
rose again the third day according to the Scriptures,"
Some religions try to
diminish the power of Christ by saying He didn't completely die on the
cross. This simply is not true. He willingly gave up life (Matthew 27:50,
Luke 23:11\).
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Jesus has the power to forgive sin from our lives because He has complete power over death and over Satan. Christ's resurrection from
death gives us eternal life. He showed His ultimate power over Satan
by conquering death. He can help us with anything in our lives.
Christ's death is not the final word. But God's love, in allOWingHis Son
to go through this, is the ultinlate force - greater even than death.

Ask the kids to come up with an answer to the following questions:
What difference does Jesus' resurrection make to someone who:
--is afraid of death
-feels that life has no meaning
-is depressed about a problem
--is constantly doing the wrong thing
Note: If YOill"group is large, break the kids into groups of three or fOill"
and give each group one question to work on.

Have the group write a newspaper article about Jesus' resurrection.
Break into groups and hand out photocopies of the "Jerusalem Times".
Have the groups come up with a news report of what might have been
written about Jesus' resurrection and appearance to His followers.

Break tl,e group into two teams and have a Bible drill. The following
scriptures realate to the eye witnesses of Jesus' resurrection. When they
read the sClipture, have the kids tell who the witnesses were:

Bible drill

Mark 16:9 (Mary Magdalene)
Matthew 28:8-10 (women at the tomb)
Luke 24:34 (Peter)
I Corinthians15:3-6 (500 followers)

Mark 16:12-13 (followers from Emmaus)
John 20:24-29 (Thomas)
John 20:29-25 (disciples)

Jerusal m Tim s
Sunday, Yeal 0

Inside ...
Roman officials

Pennission
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in a panic.

Sky goes dark, causes chariot collision.

5

Tomb guards run from scene.

3

How did the stone get moved?

7
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Mini stry
Gifts
LESSON AIM
KEY VERSE
ITEMS NEEDED

Rom,ns'24

To understand the definition of a minish)' gift.
For each student to begin to explore their own gifts and discover ways to use
them within the church.
"For as We have many members in one body, but all the members do not haoe the same
Romans 12:4

fimchon"

Bibles / Pen / Pencils
Photocopies of "Ministry Gifts" (Master Provided)
-- •.••

DECLARATION
OF FAITH

,•••.•.

,•• ,•.•.

,•. ,•..•.

"f

beslowed and made

I
I

effectual by the Holy Spirit. Spiritual gifts differ from natural talents for

I

Christian service in that they are operative only by the prompting of the
Holy Spirit.
Spiritual ministries are divinely appointed offices, the
fulfillnlent of which depends upon a supernatural
anointing.
Spiritual
operacions arc the powerful energies of the Holy Spirit by which the gifts
and ministries are enabled to

:

he spiritual

gifls are supernalural

capacities

I

:
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function.

GROUP
INTERACTION

The point of this group interaction is to show the group that there are many
different ways that we can accomplish a single task. The body of Christ functions in the same way. All of the ministry gifts were created to be different, but
they all ftu1ction to serve and minister to others.
For this group interaction, you will need to divide your group into two teams.
1) Each team should pick one person to be their captain, or spokesperson.
2) Have the two teanl captains come to the front for a face -off. The group
leader should then read one of the various categories.

3) Each captain should estimate how many things he thinks his team can
come up with in a one minute time span that fit within the category heading.
(For example, the category could be ,"Ways to getfrom California to New
York). The first captain could bid that he thinks his team can come up with ten
ways in one minute.
4) The second leader then has a decision to make. He can either challenge
Team 1 if he thinks they cannot reach the number they stated£.!: raise the bid
to a number that he thinks his team can reach. If he chooses to challenge, then
Team 1 must try to collectively come up with ten ways to get from California
to New York (ex. hop, walk, fly, crawl, etc).
5) If they successfully reach their goal, they receive a point. If they do not
come up with the number they bid within the allotted time, then the opposing
team gets a point for successfully challenging. The teams then move on to
another category.
The teams can help their captain decide whether to challenge or bid. Caution
the teams not to callout answers prematurely. Once a team has been challenged, the entire team works together to come up with the answers. The
group leader shouldhep
track of how many they come up with in order to
score the points correctly. The use ofa white board or Hip chart would be
good toavoidrepeated
answers and to keep score. After all categories have
been played, the team with the most points wins.
Categories
Ways
Ways
Ways
Ways
Ways

...
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TIME

to raise $1,000
to obtain a sweater
to get to school
to wash a ca:r
to say thal1k~\'{)U"(not
/I

differentlanguages)

God created each person to be different and unique. As we walk in a Spiritfilled life, our basic characteristics become empowered by the Holy Spirit and
we function in our unique gifting. Romans 12 lists seven categories of ministry gifts (prophecy, ministry, teaching, exhortation, giving, leading and
mercy). Each believer functions in at least one of these gifts. Most people
find, however, that they have one dominant trait with a mix of other less
noticed gifts. This means that they tend to use one of the gifts more often than
the others. For instance, someone may have the dominant gift of giving with a
lesser degree of the gift of mercy. This person would find themselves often
giving freely of their time, money, etc. Over time they would realize that
often, their giving would be based on their compassion for others. Another
person might have the dominant gift of teaching, but have giving as an accompanying gift. This person might teach others to give.

Not Our Own
One thing that should be remembered is that no gift can be claimed as our own.
They are gIlts, areas that God has allo{L'edus to excel in to sen"eH18 purposes.
We are supposed to be wise stewards of those things which God has allowed us
to use because of His life in us. These gifts are specifically given to us to use for
ministry and serving others. If we are good stewards, He will continue to give
us gifts and equip us for more ministry.
It is also important to not focus on one particular gift or ministry. God desires to
work through us in many different ways at various times in our lives. As we
grow and mature as Christians, the Holy Spirit will give us strengths in different
areas at different tinles to equip us for the ministries where He has placed us.

Within The Body
The main pm"pose of the ministry gifts is to make a chm"ch body stronger and
more effective in ministering to others. It is a joint effort where each one encourages and supports another. No one person is more important than anyone else.
Each person may function within a different gift, but if he / she acts alone, then
the entire church won't function properly. We have to work together!
TIle ministry gifts described in Romans 12 are everyday gifts - - we should use
them daily. They are positioned in the church in order to meet needs and to
minister to others. These needs tend to be personal needs both within and
outside of the church body. Functioning in these gifts does not require a dramatic display of the power of the Holy Spirit. However, they are no less powerful and indeed are Holy Spirit-driven. These gifts show themselves as we go
through a Spirit-filled day. For example, if a person with the gift of mercy sees
someone hm"t or crying, they wouldautomallcally
respond with compassion; a
person with the gift of giving would freely offer food to a hungry child. Remember, God gives different people different gifts at different times, so that we are
ready to minister to anyone to whom the He leads. TIlough a person may be
stronger in a particular gift, every person has ALL the gifts available to him or
her, depending on the need at that time. Let's take a closer look at what each of
the gifts are:
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TAKING
HOME THE
TRUTH
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Give each student a piece of paper and have them jot down two or three positive
adjectives to desClibe themselves. This may be difficult for some students. Be sUTe
to watch for those struggbng and try to guide them. This should be an uplifting
activity rather than a discouraging or frustrating one.
Next, divide the kids into groups of three or four. Collect the papers, shufl1e them
and pass them out again. Have each student read the paper they are holding and
as a group match the characteristics to a certain gift. Remember that ministry gifts
are not just personahty traits. God gives us gifts that work well with our personality. They are special abilities which the Holy Spirit enhances for serving others.
The students should then discuss how they can use their gift(s) in their youth
group, church or community. At first this might be a difficult task, but with
direction they will get the idea and it can be an exciting way to discover how God
has gifted each person. It is iJnportant that the teacher has thoroughly discussed
the idea that no one gift is more iJnportant than another.

ANSWER
KEY

1. gift
2. prophecy
3. characteristics
4. Holy Spirit
5. leading
6. service

1. together
2. daily
3. ch1.ITch
4. mercy
5. teaching
6. iJ:nportant
7. giving
8. exhortation
9. dominant
10. needs
11. seven

•

•

Gifts

try

1. To have an effective church, the gifts
must work
.
gifts on a
basis.
3. The working of the gifts should
strengthen the
~
4. The gift that is the ability to feel
compassion for others who are suffering
is
_
5. The gift that one person has to
enable another person to learn is
6. No gift is more
than
another gift.
7. The gift where one person has extreme
generosity regardless of their own financial state is
,
8. The gift which encourages and directs
others to holy living is
_
g. Most people have one
gift
and a mixof other gifts.
10. Ministry gifts should be used to meet
11. There are
in Romans 12:6-8.

ministry gifts mentioned

not have the same
_
a vocal ministry used to edify, exhort and comfort others is
3. We can partially determine our own gifts by looking at our
4. The gifts are empowered by the
_

,

5. The gift that includes the ability to influence others toward a certain goal is
6. The gift that involves the ability to find unmet need and to adequately meet those
needs is
~
This activity is to be used with the Baseline lesson "Ministry Gifts"
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LESSON AIM

To understand the practicality of blessing.
To recognize that salvation is the beginning of a blessed hie.
To obey God's Word in order to receive other blessings from God.

KEY VERSE

"SalI'ation belongs to the Lord. Your blessing is lIpon Your people."
Psalm 3:8

ITEMS NEEDED

Bibles/ paper / pPJlcils
Copies of "Roadmap to Blessing" for each student
Copies of "Why Were They Blessed?" for each student
Enough pizza for each student to have at least one piece

Order some pizza from a favorite pizza place.

GROUP
INTERACTION
Roadmap
to Blessing

Make sure it arrives

before the kids do. Put the pizza in a prominent place in the room
and let the aroma fill the room. Place a barrier such as a row of
chairs or a masking tape line on the 11001' to keep the kids from the
pizza. As the kids arrive, tell them that anyone who stays out of the
Pizza Zone (until you give permission) will be able to eat some of it a
little later. Make several references to the pizza, the aroma and
remind the kids to stay outside the Pizza Zone until you give penni&SIOTI.

Tell the kids that they have to follow the directions on the "Roadmap to
Blessing" in order to eat some pizza. Photocopy these "roadmaps" and
distribute one to each student. Tell them to put a check mark in the box
beside each instruction as they complete it. Allow several minutes for
the fun and chaos of following instructions and for eating their pizza.
After everyone has completed their roadmaps and eaten their pizza,
instruct them to find a seat and begin to introduce the lesson.

-

When we accept Jesus Christ, it is like the first step of our
"Roachnap to Blessing." We cannot earn salvation. It is a free gift
tlu'ough Jesus Christ. It is also a unique blessing. Salvation is
perhaps the only blessing of God that does not require us to do
something to earn it. Before we can fully realize God's blessings, we
must first receive His free gift of salvation. Once we have Jesus as
Lord of our lives, a relationship of trust begins to develop between
God and us. In this relationship, God blesses us in response to our
willingness to obey His Word.

Talk about the practicality of blessing. God sees His people in need
and blesses us with a solution. The ""vord "bless" nleans to nlake
happy or to bring comfort or joy to a person. God knows there is
great power in the ability to bless. He loves to bless us with happiness, comfort, joy, and good things.
l

James 1:17 reminds us that God is the great" giver" of anything that
is good. It pleases God to bless His people. Ask the kids to share
some of the wavs God has blessed them. If thev don't easilv see
God's blessing in their lives, help them identify"ways God has moved
on their behalf. For example, do they have hie, strength, food, and
friends? These are blessings. The Bible says that, "Every good gift ...
is from above." Anything good that happens to a Christian ultimately comes from God. Allow several kids to suggest ideas of what
taking care not to let one or two kids dominate the entire discussion.

When the Bible speaks of blessing, we notice a couple of interesting
characteristics. First of all, blessing usually begins as a verbal expression. For example, Moses spoke the blessing of God upon the
children of Israel in Deuteronomy 28:6, "Blessed shall you be when
you come in, and blessed shall you be when you go out." The
blessing was eventually written down with the intention that future
generations would read these words for years to come. A blessing is
most effective when it is spoken aloud. When you complimented
another person during the uroadnlap" activity, you ,\vere speaking

blessing to them, even though we often don't take our words too
spriously.

Another interesting quality of blessing is the connection with obedience. Deuteronomy 28:2 says, " ...all these blessings shall come upon
you ... because you obey the voice of the Lord your God ..." Most of

the blessings promised in the Bible are accompanied by the condition of obedience. Psalm 84:11-12 establishs the principle that we
will be blessed with happiness if we put our trust in God. He is
willing to bless us in practical ways. But we must first recognize
who God is and be willing to devote our life to Him.

To help establish God's principle that blessing accompanies obedience, direct the kids to complete the following investigation. Write
the following names on the chalkboard: Abraham, David, and
Deborah. Ask the kids what they remember about each of these
Bible characters. Make a brief list of characteristics and events that
relate to these people and how they obeyed God. Keep the discussion directed toward the events and issues that are on the handout
you are about to distIibute. For example, don't focus on the fact
that David became King of Israel. Rather, talk about his experience
with Goliath from 1 Samuel 17.
Distribute copies of the handout, "T-\'hy TVere They Blessed'" Tell the
kids to break into groups of no more than three people. Instruct
each person in every group to choose one of the Bible characters as
their own. Tell them to read about the Bible character by looking in
their Bibles to find the details. Contemporary translations of the
Bible, such as The Promise or The Open Bible, will work best for this
investigation. Provide a few copies of one of these translations for
the kids who otherwise would have to use a more cumbersome
translation. After a few minutes of research, ask the groups to share
why they think these people were blessed. Have them answer the
questions at the top of the handout about all three Bible characters.

TAKING HOME
THE TRUTH

ALTERNATE
ACTIVIT'"
Picture
A Blessihg

As the groups complete their discussion, begin to apply the importance of this lesson in the lives of these students. Ask the kids to
answer these questions in their own hearts:
1. How has God blessed you this week?
2. Have you obeyed God's instructions for your life this week?
3. Does it seem difficult to obey God? Why?
4. What do you think would happen if you consistently
obeyed God this week?

Provide tlle kids with drawing paper, crayons, markers, colored
chalk, pastels, water colors or any other drawing supplies you may
have. hlstruct the kids to create a "still pictul'e" from a movie, T.V.
show or life e>'l'erience where one person does something to bless
another person. The kids may have to think hard about this. Help
them look for tlle moments of blessing, however small they may be.
After the kids complete their pictures, share them with the entire
group and discuss what they have lean1ed about God's blessing in
their lives.

Roadma(J
to ..
BIessin19
R9Jlowthe mstructiOJ:lS on this roachnap to receive the blessing of tasty, aromatic pizza!
lX.el'l1ember,there are nO shortcuts to true blessing. You must carefully obey all the
ir\,.tmctiolls if you want to enjoy the pizza. Place a checkmark in the box after you complete
each illiitruc tion.

1. Walk quietly three times around the inside of the classroom.

2.

Make a weird face at a nearby adult.

3.

Drink some water and hold it for

4.

Compliment someone in the group.

5.

Climboyer the.row of chairs.nearest the pizza.

6.

Spin like atop.

7.

Show your leader the roadmap with all items checked off.

8.

Eatapiece of pizza with your friends.
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It wasn't the roll of the dice~that caused these people to be blessed.
Abraham was given a
choice by God. He
was told to take his teenage son,
Isaac, to the top of Mt. Moriah to
offer hiJn there as a sacrifice.
God wasn't really interested in
seeing the yOl.rngboy killed. He
just wanted to see if Abraham
would obey even when obedience was so difficult.
• Read Genesis 22:2 to find out
what God told Abraham to do.
• Read Genesis 22:9-13 to find
out what Abraham did.
• Read Genesis 22:16-18 to find
out the blessing that came from
God because Abraham obeyed.

Sometimes, we obey by doing sometlnng we know is right
even if we haven't been told to do it. David is an example
of a teenage boy who didn't have to be told to obey. He just knew the
right thing to do. The giant, Goliath, was a threat to the entire Jewish
army and made hrn of them and their God on a daily basis. Finally,
equipped with only a slingshot, David decided to do battle against
Goliath.
• Read 1 Samuel 17:44-47 to find out Goliath's challenge and David's
response.
• Read 1 Samuel 1748-50 to find out what David did that pleased God.
• Read Acts 13:21-23 to find out the blessing that came from God
because David did the right thing.

Deborah was the fifth
judge raised up by God
to lead His people away from sin
and idolatry. Shewasa brave
and daring warrior as well as a
wise judge. The enemy of Israel,
a Ulan nauled Sisera, had terrorized God's people for many
years. Sisera commanded
100,000 soldiers and 900 chariots.
Deborah and the commander of
her army, Barak, had only 10,000
soldiers. They were greatly
outnumbered, except, God was
on their side. Because of a giant
hailstorm, a flooded river, and
the boldness of another daring
""Toman,named Jael, the enemy
was defeated. God used
Deborah to deliver His people
from their cruel enemies.
• Read Judges 4:4-7 to find out
what God told Deborah to do.
• Read Judges 5:1-5 to discover
how God delivered His people.
• Read Judges 5:31 to find out
the blessing that resulted from
Deborah's obedience to God.

Use a contemporary version such as The Promise or The Open Bible for clarity with these stories.
Pennission to photocopy for church use only. ©2000 Intetnational Church of the Foursquare Gospel

LESSON AIM

To understand how to share God's blessing with other people.

KEY VERSE

"The Lord bless you and keep you; The Lord make His face shine lipan you,
and be gracious tv yuu, The Lurd lift up His countenance upun you, and
gille you peace.

/I

Numbers 6:24-26

ITEMS NEEDED

Bibles/paper/pencils/ dictionalies
Forhme Cookies purchased from a Chinese restaurant for each student
Ingredients and photocopies for Blessing Cookies
or Scripture Fortune Cookies (your choice)
Photocopies of "Reading Between the Lines" handout for each student

GROUP
INTERACTION

Part 1: Examine what a fortune cookie says about the kids' future.
Give each student a fortune cookie. Tell them to open it alld read the
paper inside. Some of the "forh-mes" may seem accurate and some will
not apply at all. Some of the fortcmes are so general they would apply
to anyone. Would a person base their entire future on an encouragement
inside a fortcme cookie? Why or why not?
Take this opportunity to talk as a group about the forh-mes and what
they mean. Do the kids feel as though their fortcme fit their lives? Did
someone else get a forh-me they wanted? If some of the cookies included
words of encouragement, were these words well received by the kids?
Part 2: Prepare a cookie to bless another person.
Choose one of the tw"o cookie" activities described on the" cookie"
/I

handout. Both activities focus on sharing God's blessing with allother
person. If you choose to have the kids make the cookies, you will need
to structuTe yoUI'class to allow time for this. A supply list and recipe for
the fortune cookie option is included on the handout. Be sure to have
enough adult helpers to prOVide a safe and stress-free experience.

INVESTIGATION

Break into groups of three or four and provide each group with a
dictionary, Bible, paper and pencils. Ask the kids to look up the
word "bless" in the dictionary and compare the definitions with the
Bible verses from Numbers 6:24-27. Ask them to choose the definition that best fits the Bible use of the word "bless." Here are a few
observations to help direct discussion in the groups:
• bless means to want good things to happen to a person
• bless means to honor another person

• bless means to put another person first
• bless llleans to respect and show reverence
• bless means to treat someone with kindness

••
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Sometimes people say, "God bless you," when another person
sneezes. Scientists tell us that a sneeze actually causes the hunlan
heart to skip a beat for a spht second, so sharing God's blessing is
especially important after a sneeze! This is an interesting pictm'e of
hie because if it were not for God's blessing, we could not even hve.

At other times, Christians talk about people blessing God with our
praise and worship. The Bible says that it is possible for human
beings to do or say things that please God. As a result, God is
honored, respected, and treated with kindness and reverence. We
learn how to bless God by watching how He has blessed us. Once
we understand how to receive God;s blessing in our lives, we are
told in the Bible to share God's blessing with other people.

During the Group Interaction, you prepared cookies to give to
another person. Along with these cookies you inserted a Bible verse
to give that person which will bring blessing and encouragement to
their hie. If you are sincere in giving them the Bible verse and the
cookie, you will share God's blessing with them. Giving another
person one of these cookies is just one way of blessing people.
Giving a person the Word of God is the best thing we can share.
There is no better way to bless another person than to use the words
of God Himself as a blessing. The Bible is full of verses that will
bring positive results into a person's hie. Numbers 6:24-27 is an
example of passing the blessing of God to other people. Read these
verses together, aloud from your Bibles. Notice that God's pattern
for blessing His people involves one person repeating God's Word to
another person.

You can use Bible verses to bless others. The book of PSalnlS in the
Old Testanlent is full of blessings and promises. Reading this book
alone will give you a lifetime of blessings for yourselves and to share
with others. As you read many New Testament books you will
notice that they begin or end with blessings. listening to your
teacher, group leader or pastor as they share truth from the Bible is
another good way to discover verses of blessing.
Sometimes we have to think carefully about the meaning of a Bible
verse that we might want to share with someone. Go back to Numbers 6:24-26 and read these verses again. Look at the student handout called, "Reading Between the Lines." Pray that God will show
you how you can use these verses to share His blessing with other
people. Read each phrase separately. Then, think carefully about
how that verse might be a blessing for someone. Write something
you can do or say to another person which would share the blessing
of that verse with them.

TAKING HOME
THE TRUTH

Remember there is a very practical side of blessing. God meets a
specific need for us when He blesses us. In much the Sanle way, we
can be practical when we bless another person. Read 1 Peter 3:8,9
aloud together. In these verses we recognize five specific things to
do as we bless other people. Write these words on the chalkboard.
Don't preach about these words. Rather, spend the concluding
minutes helping the kids see that God wants to bless them with a
godly life:
..~
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Finish this session with verse 9 which reminds us of the importance
of not fighting with one another or making fun of each other. Instead Peter tells us, we should bless one another, "... knowing that
we were called to inherit a blessing." Pray for each one that these
words will become part of their behavior so that what they do will
consistently matc1l their words of blessing to others.

R~~d ii nQJ
~
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Read the Bible verses beluw and write duwn huw yuu can pray
for God to bless another person. An example is done for you.
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1"1pray God will bless you and those
I, around you with His love and care.
~
-- Numbers 6:24
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------,

I pray God will be gracious to you,
constantly watch over you and give
you peace.

-- Numbers 6:26
.......

To make "Blessing Cookies," buy or bake enough cookies for
each student to have three or four. Let the kids eat one
themselves dUring the lesson and save the others to give as a
blessing to someone else. Photocopy the Bibleverses (right),
and cut on the dotted line. Demonstrate for the kids how to
use a gluestick to wrap the tab around a toothpick. Put the
verse into a cookie before giving it to the person.

I pray God will bless you with
His comfort, love and peace.
-- 2 Corinthians 13:11

- - -

Follow the recipe below to make
"fortune" cookies. Photocopy and
cut the Scripture boxes below. Let
the kids choose which verse they
will use inside their cookies. Encourage the kids to give the Scripture Cookiesto someonewho needs
to be encouraged.

I pray God will bless you and those
around you with His love and care.
Numbers 6:24

pray God will be graciousto you, constantly
watch over you and give you peace.
Numbers 6:26

I pray God will comfort you
with His comfort, love and peace.
2 Corinthians 13:11

J

- - - - --
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This recipe will make 20 cookies
Instructions:
• Lightly butter and flour a baking sheet.
• Pre-heat oven to 350.
• With an electric mixer, beat eggs and gradually mix in sugar.
• Beat water in one tablespoon at a time.
• Use a spoon to fold in the flour; do not use mixer.
• Space tablespoon size cookies about 4-5 inches apart on sheet.
• Bake until lightly brown (about 3-4 minutes).
• Place warm cookies on paper plates for the students to shape.
• While cookies are still warm, have the students place the Scripture boxes
in the center, fold the cookie in half, and then in half again, making the
traditional "fortune cookie" shape.
Leave the cookies alone until they cool, checking to be sure they retain
their distinctive shape.
• When cool, send the cookies home with the students to give to someone
who needs God's blessing and would enjoy the cookie.

Permission to photocopy for church use only. ©2000International Church of the Foursquare Gospel
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LESSON AIMS

To cause the students to think about how they treat other people
To expose selfishness and encourage students to think of the
interests of others.

KEY VERSE

"Let each of you look out not onlyfor his own interests, but alsojllr the
interests of othas"
Philippians 2:4

ITEMS NEEDED

Bibles/Pencils/Paper
4 One-dollar bills
Masking tape to create a line sphtbng 2 people
Photocopies of work sheet, "Service Study" - enough for each student

DECLARA liON
OF FAITH

esus Christ is the only nlan who ever walked this earth who was
c0I11pletelydevoid of selfishness. Everything He did was in the interest
of others, either mankind or His heavenly Father. Though possessed
with all power in heaven, in earth, and able to perform the greatest of
miracles, Jesus never exercised that power on His own behalf. Every
---------miracle He performed was for

someone else.
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Ask the kids if they realized the point of the game. If not, tell the
students this game was designed to show our selfish nature. Every
human being has the tendency to be selfish. We are always looking out
for ourselves, looking to profit ourselves. We are concen1ed with our
needs, our wants, our own well-being. That is why no one could win
the game. The best solution would have been for both of you to cross
the line so that the other person could receive 2 dollars.

Serving One Another
Have a volunteer from the class read Philippians 2:3-8. Explain to the
class that Paul wrote the book of Philippians to encourage unity in the
body of Christ. But within these verses we see an important command
about why we must be servants.
As we look at verse 3 notice two key phrases, selfish ambition and vain
conceit. Selfish ambition happens when seeking your own self interest or
adyancement at the expense of other people.
Vain conceit means, "empty glory." This kind of "compliment" is
meaningless because it is self generated.
ManY timeswe act in this selfish manner. Consider the game we just
played. Ea.ch of the two people tried their hardest to get the other
person over to their side because they wanted to gain two dollars. Ask
the students: How many tinles have they ever:
• Done their chores without expecting something in return, (i.e. allowance, extra spending money, tinle to play video games, or watch TV)?
• Helped out a friend without thinking or asking, "What's in it for me,"
or, "What will you do for me?"
• Shared something you own with someone else without expecting
any thing in re turn.
Often we act in this manner. But Paul clearly tells us that we must
NOT actin selfish ambition. lfwe are not to act selfishly how then are we
to act? Paul defines the desired behavior.
At the end of verse tIu'ee and in verse four, Paul tells us how we should
act. He says we should act in "lowliness of mind" (hLilllility) and
consider others better than us. Considering someone better than ourselves is not just how we think of them, but rather, how we actually
treat them. Paul says to look to the interests of others, to meet their
needs. We need to be people who are consistently looking at what is
best for others, literally investing our lives in them. As Christians we
are expected to be servants to each other, and to focus on other's needs.

Christ-like Attitudes:
Our attitudes need to be like christ's. Jesus Christ has God's nature and
is equal to His Father. But Paul says that Jesus did not consider equality
with God as something to be grasped. This means that Jesus did not have
to fight and seize the authOlity that was His as God. Instead, He laid
down His rights and considered Himself of no reputation. Most leaders,
kings, presidents, etc., fight for their position. They would do anything
they could to maintain their power. Jesus didn't choose this path.
Instead He gladly laid down His life and position (reputation) for our
gain. He didn't come to earth with pride, selfishly announcing Himself
as Christ, beckoning all people unto hilllself. Rather, He laid down His
reputation to take the form of a bondservant (NKJV), or nature of a
servant (NIV) and call all people unto God. To be in the fonn of a
bondservant does not mean that He looked like a servant, but that the
qualities of a servant were the qualities and charactelistics that Jesus
adopted. As the NIV reads, He took the nature of a servant.
Not only did Jesus take the nature of a servant, but He became human
in likeness. He came in the appearance of a man. Paul is saying that
Jesus was not only human but God as well. He was similar to us in tha
He was physically human. But He was unlike us in that He always
maintained His spiritual equality with God.
God Himself came to us like a man, and humbled Himself to become one
of us. Not only did Jesus bel'Ome a servant, but He served us by sacrificing Himself on the cross, by giving His own life.
Jesus set an example for all of mankind to follow. We are to have the
same mind as Jesus Christ. As He was a servant, so should we be. To
be a servant means that we are thinking about others before ourselves.
This means that we are looking out for them and considering what is in
their best interest. Servants also choose to do things for other people
without desiring anything in return. This is how Christ wants us to
hve.

Pass out the activity sheets to each of yom' students and have them read
the verses on the sheet and write out what it means to become a servant,
and how they are going to beglll beillg a better one. If writing a paragraph is too hard for some of your kids, put two or three kids in a group
and have them discuss the verse and just write out a main point. Then
they can share lvith the rest of the kids.

4

TAKING
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TRUTH
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Tell this story to your shldents,
A young boy in third grade just finllihed writing the last Valentine's
card for the last kid in his class. He was so excited about Valentine's
Day that he had spent the whole day V\'riting out cards for kids in his
class.
As a matter of fact, his excitement kept him awake that night. He
assured himself that morning would come soon enough. His dreams
that night were of recei"ing lots of Valentine's cards that next monring .
Morning struck and he jumped out of bed, raced to get ready for
school, then grabbed his Valentine cards and ran to the car. When his
mother dropped him off for school he was so excited that he forgot to
give his mother a kiss good-bye. He ran as fast as he could into class arld
began dropping Valentines into each of his classmates' envelopes. As
he passed his own he noticed there were none for him. "That's all
right," he thought, "They probably just forgot. I'll check after lunch."
Lunch rolled by and to his surplise there were still no cards for him.
After school, it was the same. Still he had no cards. He reluctantly took
his envelope doV\'rlfrom the wall.
His mother was waiting for him in the car outside of school and
noticed her son walking slowly with his head doV\'rl,looking at his feet.
She also noticed that his envelope was empty. As he got into the car, he
softly mumbled, "Not a single one, not a single one ..." as he appeared to
be counting on his fingers. Then he looked up at his mother with a
sInile on his face and said, "I didn't forget a single one!"
Being like Christ means that we care more about serving other people
than we care about what other people should do for us. Too often we get
caught up in ourselves, selfishly looking to satisfy our needs whe~l we
should be looking to satisfy others', follOWingJesus' example.

....

Using the verses listed below, and everything you have learned from the lesson on serving one
another, write a paragraph on what it means to be a servant and what things you will begin doing
to become a better one.

Philippians 2:4
"Let each of you look out
not only for his own
interests but also to the
interests of others."

Galations 5: 13
"You, my brothers, were
called to be free. But do
not use your freedom to
indulge in the sinful
nature; rather, serve one
another in love."

1 Peter 2:16
"Live as free men, but do
not use your freedom as a
cover-up for evil; live as
servants of God."

LESSON AIM

To help the child understand

KEY VERSE

"Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and
God of all comfOJ't, who comforts us in all ow' tribulation, that we may be able to
comfort those who an in any trouble, with the comfort with which we ourselves are
cumfurted by Gud, n
(2 Corinthians 1:3-4)

ITEMS NEEDED

GROUP
INTERACTION

the process of gtieving and how to deal with

their enlotions.

Bibles/ paper/pencils
2-ply toilet paper, one roll for every two teams (Group Interaction)
Large size adhesive bandages (Alternate Activity)

Form two or four teams and make them stand in straight lines. Holding a
roll of two-ply toilet paper, have the first two kids begin separating the
plys. As the roll is passed down the line, the paper is unrolled, and the
kids continue to separate the plys. The teams should pass the tissue down
one of the lines without breaking it. The other team continues to help
separate the plys. If it does break, kids should hold the ends together as
they continue to pass it down the line. They can lay the separated plys on
the floor but not overlap them as they keep unrolling the paper until it's
gone(It's best to play in a long hallway; if this isn't possible, have kids
zigzag tissue on the floor).
Points of caution:

You may need to allow a large space between players.
Remind the kids that this is a game of careful gentleness, not speed; you will
unroll the paper for both teams at the same rate. The team with the
straightest line and fewest breaks will win.

After declaring a winner, discuss the following:
When was the last tiJne you used this much patience and care?
Sometimes we forget that we need to go through certain times of OUT lives
slowly and gently. This is especially true when we deal with grief. If we
don't allow ourselves to go through a time of grief carefully, it can cause
broken heartedness in our lives. We may know of someone else going
through a difficult time and we don't know how to respond to them in a
careful or loving way, so we may act like we don't care or we justignore the
subject.
Ask tlle kids to think of some circUlllstances tllat may cause us to gtieve
(Death, long-term illness, you or your best friend moving away, charlging
schools, going to a foster home, divorce, etc.). Reassure them that it is normal and appropriate to grieve. Also point out tllat in 2 Corinthians 1:3 & 4,
God wants to comfort us in our time of trial so that we Carllearn to comfort
others. We gtieve, we gt·ow from OUT expelience, we go on with life, we help
others when they grieve.

Hi (}g In 13rk\ii;' (2 Samuel

1:1-27).

David arld his men were visibly shaken over Saul's death (vs 11, 12): "They
mourned and wept and fasted all day." They showed genuine sorrow over
the loss of King Saul, Jonathan, arld the other soldiers of Israel who died
that day. Though King Saul made many mistakes and sometimes treated
David unfairly, David and the Israelites were not ashamed to grieve because they lost important people in their lives.

Perhaps a child you
know is experiencing a
time of difficulty. There are
many books and Internet
sites that can help

you counsel these children.
Some suggested subjects
• helping Children
• understand Death,
• children and Grief,
·children and Depression.

Some people consider expressing emotions outwardly as a sign of weakness. So those who wish to appear strong try to hide their grief. But
grieving is a natural way to deal with our difficulties, doubts, confusion,
anger, and sadness.Properly handling grief allows our emotions to heal.
There are many different circumstances in our lives that cause us to grieve.
Deatll, illness, moving, charlging schools, divorce, disobeying those who
have authority

over us, accidently injuring another person--of

these experi-

ences can cause us to feel sad, angry, lonely, and uncertain. It is okay to go
through all tl1ese emotions. The best tlling to do is to talk about them, or
e>''Presshow you feel. The worst thing to do is to pretend like nothing has
happened and h}' to ignore it. Grief from a crisis is not all bad! In fact,
handled correctly, it can be God's way of preparing us to enter into a new
phase of life. The reason why we are here is to help ourselves and others.
(2 Corinthians 1:3-5)
David dealt with his grief by wliting a song (vs 17 - 27). "The Song of The
Bow" was to be taught to the people of Israel. The song remembered (eulogized) the good things about Saul and Jonathan.

Assign the following scriptures to some of the kids in your group. Ask
them to read them aloud and let the class talk about how these words
might help them through a difficult time. Allow time for response. This
subject might make the kids feel uncomfortable or embarrassed to talk
about their feelings. Perhaps have a person come and share how they
made it through a difficult experience and let them lead the kids in this
investigation.
Hebrews 135
Revelation 213-4
Romans8:38,39
Psalm3:5,6
Psalm4:1
Philippians 4.6,7

TAKING HOME
THE TRUTH

(I will never leave you nor forsakeyou)
(Tllere will be no more sorrow or tears in heaven)
(Nothing can separate us from the love of God)
(I will not be afraid of ten thousand people)
(The Lord relievesour distress)
(Don't worry, makeyour request known to God)

When a person experiences a crisis you probably will notice physical or
emotional changes such as guilt, excessive crying, or fatigue. They may
not feel like doing anything fun. TIley may have trouble sleeping or have
thoughts of suicide. What can your kids do to help themselves and others
deal with the grieving process?

_·-\tW@IDWW%:.(
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TIlis is a good opportunity to let them share some experiences they have
had with gtiefj crisis and how they felt at the time. TIlere may be some
who have not had an opportunity to talk about this. Don't force anyone
to talk but give opportunity to those who want to share. If other kids
have been through a difficult experience, how did they cope? What
would they have liked other people to do?
Some experts recommend:
• Exercise (run, jump, roller blade, bicycle, or get involved in a sport)
• Encourage friendship. (Though people tend to withdraw, maintain
contact with them. Call them, write them notes, encourage them).
• Recommend ways of releasing feelings such as cryng, pounding on a
pillow, writing a journal, singing, talking honestly to God.
Close in prayer, praying for each other and the difficulties they are
experiencing.

ALTERNATE
ACTIVITY

Using large sized adhesive bandages, ask the kids to look up a sClipture in
the Bible that has really helped them (or use the scriptm'es from the
investigation). Have them write the scripture on the non-adhesive side of
the bandage and place them in a box. Before everyone leaves have them
pull out a bandage and take it home with them. They could place it on a
mirror, door or refIigerator as a reminder of God's care and concern.

ORTO.SIN
NOT
T SIN
1 Corinthians 1O~13

MPTATIOM
LESSON AIM

To understand that being tempted is not a sin, giving in to temptation is.
To realize that a person can overcome temptation.

KEY VERSE

"No temptation has mJcrtaken you except such as is common to man; but God is
faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with
the temptation will also make the way of escape, that you may be able to bear it. ..
1 Corinthians 10:13

ITEMS NEEDED

DECLARA liON

Paper/pencils/Bibles
Stickers
Large bowl of M & M's
Video recorder
Volunteer spy
Photocopies of "Pressure Points"

Photocopies of a current calendar
page w / one or more students
names written on the top, making
sure

all students are covered

(see Taking Home The Truth)

Jesus, that He might be able to encourage His own during life's battles,
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GROUP
INTERACTION
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Before class begins, hide a video recorder in the room. Place it so it can
tape the students for the opening activity. You will be playing it back
later. If this is too labor intensive, ask a mature student in your class to
help you in an experiment. Ask them to be a spy for the opening activity,
but they can't let anyone know, not even their friends. You will also need
to ask a staff member or adult to come and call you out of the classroom
for just a couple of minutes.
As class begins, place a large bowl of M&M's (or some other tempting
snack) on the table. Explain that they should not eat them now because
they are for a snack later in the class. Have the adult volunteer come and
pull you from the classroom. When you get back, ask if any of the children were tempted to eat the M & M's wIllie you were out. Then find out
if anyone did eat the M & M's. Option: You may have somebody planted
to achlally go and eat the M&M's while you are out of the room.

2
Temptation is something that we will always face. We are all tempted by
different things. Play back the video or talk to the "spy." Refer back to the
M&M's and ask the following questions:
• Why were the M&M's so tempting? (they were hungry, the
colors were enticing)
• Did any of you take some after someone else already had?

.111111111••••••••••••
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Pass out pens and photocopies of the "PreSSUl"ePoints". Break into
groups. Have each student rate the pressure from 1 to 10, according to
how difficult each situation is to withstand. Ask them the following
questions:
• How hard is it to resist these temptations?
• Is it possible to overcome

temptation?

• How often have you overcome these temptations?

Temptation is enticement to sin. Words that are synonomous with enticement are: bait, lead on, trick, and trap. Temptation is never associated

with anything that is good for people. Infact, temptation makes you think
that if you give in to it, you will get pleasure from whatever is tempting.
We are tempted because we have wrong desires Games 1:14). Temptation
is not a sin. Giving into telnptation is. We lllust resist telnptation to avoid
Slll.

Resisting temptation always requires effort on our part. Look at Luke
2:39-46. The setting is the Garden of Gethsemene on the Mount of Ohves.
It was light before Jesus is going to be crucified. He and the disciples
were going to spend time in prayer.

I

In verse 40, Jesus tells the disciples to "Pray that you enter not into temptation." Then Jesus walked away from them (a short distance) to kneel
down and pray. This was a tough time for Jesus. He knew what the
future held. He knew He would be treated cruelly. God even sent angels
to strengthen Him.
After a while, Jesus got up and went over to the diSCiplesand found them
asleep. Can you imagine how Jesus felt?
Moments later, the soldiers came to take Jesus away.
The disciples had truly commited their hves to Jesus. That is why they
were called disciples. However, in this instance, the disciples were tired.
The temptation to sleep was so strong that they didn't pray with Jesus. It
takes great effort to overcome temptation, but it is NOT impossible.
Temptation does not come from God. (James 1:13) He reahzes our weaknesses and always wants to help us overcome temptation.

(1 Corinthians 10:13)

- If the disciples knew how serious the situation was, do you think they
would have fallen asleep?
- What were they focusing on?
- What were they NOT focusing on?
- What did they miss by not resisting temptation?
Read 1 Corinthians 10:13. God realizes we face temptation, but He also
gives us the ability to overcome it. Now read James 1:12.
Ask the kids to brainstorm about ways that they might be blessed as a
result of resisting temptation.
Have the students look up the following scriptures and ask them to hst
ways they can overcome temptation:

Ephesians 6: 11
Mark 14:38
Galatians 6:1
2 Timothy 2:22
Proverbs 4:14
Psalm 119:9-11
James 47

(put on the armor of God)
(watch and pray)
(help someone else overcome temptation)
(run, flee)
(avoid evil)
(know God's Word)
(resist)

After reading the scriptures, ask the kids to write down ways they can
resist temptations in their everyday lives. Examples:
-Substitute another activity in place of that temptation
- Read scripture
-Pray
- Call a trusted friend
-Talk to my pastor
- Don't hang around people who do wrong things

ALTERNATE
ACTIVITY

This activity deals with being accountable. Break into groups. At each
table, mix up the word "accountable" using letter magnets, scrabbles
tiles, or letters Wlitten on paper. Allow the groups a few minutes to
unscramble the letters. Explain that being accountable means to be
responsible for your actions. It means to give an account for what you
do. Ask them to think of a person to whom they wish to be accountable. The other person must promise confidentiality (unless it is a legal
or safety issue, then they should seek advice from chuTch leadership).
Ask them to commit to one month of helping each other overcome
temptation. Allow the groups to brainstorm about ways to do this.
The point: as the kids overcome temptation, they become sh'onger in
the Lord.
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Cover others in prayer. You all know how hard it is to overcome temptation. It is important for you to pray for others that they won't give into
temptation either. Explain that for the next month, they will secretly
pray for someone else in the group.
Randomly pass out the calendar page and stickers that you have prepared. Make sUTethe kids don't get their own. Have a couple of blank
calendar pages ready so you can add the names of new attendees or
visitors. Encourage the kids to pray for these people EVERYDAY for a
month. Have them place a sticker on each day they remember to pray
for others. At the end of the month, plan a time for sharing victories (i.e.
prayers answered, group unity developed, ftiendship bonds, strengthened).

Rate the followi Ilg temptations from 1-10 based 011 what you have the hard est time
avoiding_ 10 should be the most difficult

o

Swearing

o

o

Listening to inappropriate music

o

Watching

o

inappropriate

o

o

shows

T

Doing drugs

Drinking alcohol

~~O
~g

Making fun of people

Hiding your Christianfaith
V:lenttevil computer/video games

o

Gossiping

Hanging around people who do wrong things
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LESSON AIM

To learn how to respond lightly to others, even in difficult situations.
To understand that God blesses right choices.

KEY VERSE

"Let patience hm!e its peljed work, that you may be pelject and complete, lacking
nothing.
(James 1:4, NKJV)
U

ITEMS NEEDED

DECLARATION
OF FAITH

Bibles/paper/pencils
masking tape
tarp or dropcloth
uncooked eggs

dictionaries
newspapers
straws

''''''W~''b~l~~;~''~h~~~''l;~;~~~~''b~~';;'~l~~~~

Christ, and having received the witness of the Holy Spirit at conversion, it
is the will of God that we be sanctified daily and become partakers of his
holiness. This sanctification involves growing constantly stronger in faith,
power, prayer, love and serviceas well as seeking diligently the hidden life,
where self decreases and Christ increases. As strong people having put on
the whole ann01' of God, we rnarch forth to new conquests in His rJalne
t\:.}~.·Cj/;~j,~n
__
~:,.:_
beneath His bloodstained banner, ever living a patient, sober, unseltlsh,

{\,")iii/.A,ii/'liP\;)",~~~~:;,,~~,~~,,;~;;,,~;~;,~~,,;,,;,~;~~,,~~~~,;;;~~;,~;,;~~"S~

GROUP
INTERACTION

Pressure can have a strong impact on people. This activity will demonstrate that sometimes we can't protect ourselves from sh"essful situations.
Divide into small teams of 3 to 5 students. Lay tarp or newspapers on
the floor. Provide one uncooked egg, one sheet of newspaper, two
straws, and six inches of masking tape. Ask the teams to create a protective shield around the egg using only these items. After a few minutes,
ask them to stand on a step ladder or table and hold the egg over their
head and let it drop to the floor. More than likely, the eggs will break.
Lead them into discussion:
• What was the result?
• Was it frustrating to fail?
• Did you feel angry at the person who thought of the shield design?
• Are there times when we can't protect ourselves from hurtful actions
of other people?
• How should we respond to people who hurt us?

lii;il;l~ii!lillllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllIII

Ask the kids to explain what they think the word pressure means. Are
there different types of pressure, (i.e. emotional, physical, spilitual, and
social)? Is it easy for us to be kind and calm when everything is going
well? How do we respond when family or friends are not treating us
fairly? Then ask students to think of people who have had to withstand a
great deal of pressure. How did they handle it?

Let's look at the story of Esther in the Bible. Most of the kids have probably heard it. So let them tell you the plot. Here is a synopsis if you are
unfamihar with the story.
1. King Ahasuerus (Ah-has-you-ee-rus) ruled over India and North Africa. It was considered a large kingdom and made Ahasuerus very powerful.
2. King Ahasuerus and Queen Vashti threw a big party to show off his
wealth. The men were in one area and the queen threw a separate party
for the women in another area.

3. By the seventh day of partying, the King had had too much to drink
and wanted to show off his beautiful queen. She refused to come. This
was a pubhc embarrassment for him and made him very angry. So basically, she was fired. This meant she was put in a prison or sent away.
Now the king needed another queen.
4. Mordecai was a Jew. The Jews were taken hom their homes, and were
brought to this country after a war. Mordecai raised his Jewish cousin
named Esther. She had no parents and she didn't come from wealth, but
she was beautiful. Mordecai encouraged Esther to apply for the job of
queen.
5. The King fell for Esther and she became his favOlite of all his wives. No
one knew she was a Jew. She never asked for special gifts but just accepted what was chosen for her. The King was very happy with Esther
and her attitude. She was very special to the King. Every day Mordecai
stopped by the palace to check on Esther and made sure she was safe.
6. One day, Mordecai overheard a plot to kill the king and told Esther.
She then told the King what Mordecai had said. The evil men were killed
and the King Ahasuerus appointed his new "next-in-command,"
Haman.
Haman loved the power and e>''Pectedeveryone to bow down to him, but
Mordecai wouldn't do it. (It wasn't out of disobedience, because Mordecai
respected the King. But Mordecai knew he should worship God and not
the King's helper.)
7. This made Haman mad. One of his friends told him that Mordecai was
a Jew. Haman told the King how bad Jews were and that they should be
killed or they might take over the kingdom. The King trusted Haman and

I!lfl
gave him his signet ling which gave Haman authOlity to have the Jews
killed.
8. Mordecai explained to Esther, that even though she was Queen, being
a Jew would ultiJnately bring about her death. If she told the King she
was a Jew she could die. If she didn't say anything, many of her people
would die. The responsibility was put on Esther's shoulders. Mordecai
instructed Esther how to handle the situation. Esther proclaimed a fast
among the Jewish people. She asked them to fast and pray so that she
could approach the King about the problem.
9. Esther asked to see the King (this was risky because the custom was
that a person could be put to death if the king had not called for them)
however, this could mean her death if he wouldn't hold out his scepter
toward her, she would be killed. Miraculously, the King allowed her to
speak She invited him and Haman to a banquet. As a result, Haman told
everyone that he was the only man besides the King who would attend
this banquet. Haman was told by his wife and friends to build a gallows
by which to hang Mordecai.
10. During the next evening, the King couldn't sleep so he looked at some
old journals that he had been keeping. He came across the incident where
Mordecai had saved his life. He asked his servants what had been done to
reward Mordecai, and they checked and said nothing. So the King called
Haman into his chambers and asked Haman what should the King do to
honor a respected subject. Haman thought the King was speaking of him so
he said, "Let him wear the King's clothes, let him ride the King's horses,
place the King's crown upon his head and parade him through the kingdom." The King then told Haman to do that for Mordecai. Haman was so
upset that he hrrned his back on Mordecai and went home. He was deciding what to do with Mordecai when he was summoned to the Queen's
banquet.
11. The King was extremely pleased by Esther's hospitality. Her banquet
made the King look good in front of everyone. He told Esther that she
could have anything--up to half the kingdom. She explained that her life
and her fIiends' lives were in danger. She needed protection. The King
wanted to know who her enemy was and she said, "Haman." She explained that she was a Jew and would be killed based on the orders
Haman had given with the authority provided by the King's ring.
12. The King legally could not take back his order about killing the Jews.
Instead he told the Jews that they could defend themselves and they did.
Many thousands of men were killed because they tried to kill the Jews.
Eventually things calmed down. Ahasuerus became a well-loved and
highly recognized King. Esther was loved by the King and held in high
honor. Mordecai became the King's second-in-command.

Points of discussion (Answers in italics):
-Why was Esther under extreme pressure to make the right decision? If

she told the King she was a Jew she could die, if she didn't say anything many
of her people would die,
-What does Mordecai say to Esther 4:14? What did he mean?

"1\;110knows whether you have come to the kingdom for such a time as this?"
- How did Esther and Mordecai do the right thing under pressure?
Fasting and prayer, Asking the Jewish people to seek God dllring the crisis,
-What miracles did God work as a result of Esther and Mordecai doing
the right thing?

Gave Estherfiwor with the King. Honored Mordecai, Saved them fl'Om their
enemies.

TAKING HOME
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Tip:

Before she was made Queen, Esther was considered a very insignificant
person in the kingdom. God used her in a miraculous way. Haman
tried to bully the Jews, but Mordecai listened to God and advised Esther
what to do. She realized she had a greater pm'pose, even if it meant her
death. She prayed and God gave her direction.
What kind of situations put pressure on you to do the right thing?
"I think the school work will be too hard for me. Should I cheaP"
"Will I mess up in tryouts? Should I even try?"
JJWillnlY grandnla survive this illness?"
"I hope I don't get harassed today. How should I respond?"
"Will someone shoot at me today? How can I handle my fear."
"Will my mom or dad hit me today? How should I respond?"
"Do I have to go home tonight? Why can't I live somewhere else?"

Adults may think

that children are not

affected by pressure,
But troubles at home
and school can harm a

child. While most stress
can be a chance for

personal growth, other
stress can be life
threatening, If you
suspect physical.
psychological.or sexual
abuse in the child's
home or school,notify

your pastor,
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Help the kids realize that there are certain things through which they must
have patience. There are other situations from which God wants to
protect them. Just as Esther sought wise counsel, God wants us to do the
same. Here are some realistic options.
- Talk to God. He listens. He wants to help you grow through crisis. He
helps us become stronger people. He can show you solutions to your
situation. Just don't become hard and forget to be kind to others.
- Talk to an adult that you can trust and who can help.

Pass out photocopies of the follOWingpage. Ask the kids to look up the
Scriptures. Then ask them to write down how that scripture would help
them in a pressured situation. Sllldy the scriplllres so you can help them

understand what the verses mean.

Hovv
you

Look up the following Scriptures. Write down the
Scriptural advice on how to handle pressure.

can
handle

-------------------------------------------.

pressure?

Psalm 3:1-7

.

Romans 8:28

.........................................................

to photocopy
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Matthew 10:16-20
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LESSON AIMS

To define the mearung of the word, value.
To understand that personal values effect our choices.

KEY VERSE

He has shown you, 0 man, what is good; and what does the Lord requil'e
you but to do justly. to love mercy. and to walk humbly with your God?

0/

Micah 6:8

ITEMS NEEDED

GROUP
INTERACTION

Bibles/Pencils/paper
Video chp of commercials (option 1)
Magazine or newspaper ads (option 2)
Copies of skit (master provided)

These activities are designed to help students see "values" according to
the world and media.
Option 1:
Make a video tape compiling commercial chps that define a value or
quahty the world admires (i.e. Drinking mal<es you have more fun, Wearing reveahng clothing make you more attractive).
Option 2:
Chp magazine or newspaper ads or pictures of models that represent a
value the world admires (if you have a large group, it may be necessary to
photocopy them). Try to use ads that use very httle text. Ask the students
to write a dialogue, in a cartoon format, about what the person is thinking
in the ad or what someone observing the ad may think.
Ask a volunteer to read his or her dialogue. EncouTage discussion by
asking these questions:
• What do you think this person values? Why?
• Based on their values, wuld you choose this person as a friend?
• What do you agree or disagree with?

II

The American Heritage Dictionary defines values as important and enduring convictions, beliefs, and opinions that shape attitudes and motivate
actions. In other words, what we value will affect how we behave.
Values are rules we live by. There are many things that affect our value/
belief systems--what we believe. How do you determine what values you
will follow?
taught in school
VS.
taught in church
television/internet
vs.
rules of our family
what God's Word says
the words in music
VB.
what friends do
vs.
what you know is right

Let's take a brief look at Lot. In Genesis 13 Lot was given a choice as to
where he could live. He chose an area that was pleasing to the eye, but an
area near the city of Sodom, a city well known for it's sin. (vs.12, 13). He
eventually moved into that city.
Lot suffered greatly for this decision. Genesis 14:12 tells us that Lot was
taken prisoner by an enemy army because he lived in Sodom. Abraham
rescued him. Yet in spite of the trouble his bad choice had caused, Lot
returned to Sodom. In Chapter 19 we learn that Lot put his family in great
danger by exposing them to the sinfuh1ess of the people of Sodom. Lot and
his family eventually had to run for their lives to escape the destruction of
that city. Lot's wife died because she valued what she left behind more
than what God instructed her to do. (verses 15-17 and 26).
What values would you risk you life for?
Read Romans 12f/'Om a pal'aphrased vel'sion of the Bible (Open Bible). Ask the
students to read the followng verses. Using an overhead or whiteboard,
ask them to give you a phrase that describes what they read. Examples are
given below. You could also break the class into groups and assign one or
more verses to each group and have them write dm"n the plu'ase to share
with the class later. We have paraphrased the paraphrase version to assist
you in discussion.
Romans 12:2 -Don't copy the behavior of the world, but let God transform
you by changing the way you think. THEN you will know what God
wants you to do.
Listed below are some things God wants us to value.

12:9
12:10
12: 11
12:12
12:13

Hate what (not who) is wrong
Love with genuine affection, don't pretend. Honor each other.
Don't be lazy in wllat you do, but serve the Lord witll enthusiasm (no complaining),
Be glad for God's plan for your life. Be patient when you're having trouble.
When God's people are in need, be the first to help them.

How can people establish a good value system. God's Word shows us.
Break into groups and assign a scripture to each group. Or select certain
people from the class to read the following scriptures. Then ask them to
respond to the floowing question based on each scripture:
"\tVhatare some ways we can improve or change our personal values?
Ho,\v can our actions influence others?
Philippians 4:8,9
Micah 6:8
Philippians 2: 3.4
Ephesians 5: 11
(Consider inviting a mature and respected student to lead this discussion.)
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Coded Message
Pass out photocopies of the coded message page. Solve individually or as
a group. Follow up with these discussion questions:
• How do the values of the world differ from God's values?
• Is it wrong to physically hurt an innocent person? How about copying
an answer from another person's paper?
• Do we accept the way things are simply because everyone else says it is
okay?
• Does anyone value God's standard enough to change the way we think
and act?
Even at their age, the decisions the students make now will affect things
they do later in life. For them to consider:
What kind of person do they want to be?
What would they want people to say about them?

ALTERNATE
ACTIVITIES

Skit
Before the class begins, chose students to participate in the skit.
Pass out copies of the following skit. Allow about 10 minutes for
participants to look it over and prepare their props.

Using the code to the left, fill in the blanks below. Then write the
answers in the spaces. EX: The letter A = Z and Z = A
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Values
How are you different from the world? We must decide what is important to us. Our values effect
our lives and the lives of others.
Setting:

School hallway near lockers.

Narrator:

Tom is a Christian but you would never know it. He isn't a bad person but he never
takes a stand for what he believes. Most of the time he does whatever the people
around him do or say. He is really popular. In this skit, a situation will force Tom to
make a decision. Tom's values will collide with his popularity.

TanlnlY is very popular. Everyone is nice to her because they are afraid of her. She
makes fun of people if they don't see things her way. She has everything--cool clothes,
lots of money, and a new Jeep.
Jake is not a popular guy. He is very nice but sometimes he says things that sound
funny. People have labeled him as a loser. His clothes are not that nice and he doesn't
have a lot of friends. He attends youth group at the same church as Tom, Sarah, Rachel
and Jason.
Sarah, Rachel and Jason all hang out with Tom. They are popular and are Christians yet
don't always walk the Christian walk. They are afraid of what people will think if they
act too much like Clu-istians.
Jake:

Hey Tom, What's up?

Tom:

Nothing much Jake, how about you?

Jake:

Nothing. I had a blast miniature golfing last night with the youth group. I can't remem
ber the last time I laughed so hard.

Tom:

Yeah, that was pretty fwmy when I hit the ball so hard it bowlced off the windmill and
hit Pastor Ralph in the head! I felt really bad, but he knew it was an accident.

Jake:

Are you kidding, it was hilarious!

Tammy walks up 10 Tom who is sianding wilh Sarah, Rachel C'iJason.
Tammy:

Hi Tom! What did you do this weekend?

Tom:

I went golfing with a few friends. How about you?

Tammy:

Remember, I threw a party. You were invited, but I didn't see you there.

Tom:

Oh Yeah! I had other plans.

Tammy:

What plans are more important than a party at my house?

Tom struggles to think of something. Jake speaks up.
Jake:

We went miniature golfing with our church. We had a great timel

Tom, Sarah, Jason and Rachel are mortified. TIzey are embanassed that they missed a party to go to a churdl
function.
Tammy:

Looking at Tom, ignoring Jake.

Who's "we"?

Jake:

Tom, Sarah, Rachel, Jason and me.

Tammy:

First of all, Iwas not tall<ing to you and second they wouldn't choose some cheesy
youth group outing over hanging out with me. Tom doesn't have any friends that look
like that.

Nodding up and down as though disgusted at Jakes' appearance. Tom is silent. Sarah seems tom between saying
something and staying out of it.
Tammy:

Besides, why would he hang out with some looser from his youth group when he
knows it could jeopardize his popularity? I don't even have the time to talk to some
yahoo church guy dressed like you. When you start looking better then, you may speak
to me. Until then this pow-wow is over!

Tammy is interrupted by Sarah. Jake is deeply hurt.
Sarah:

What is your problem!? How dare you talk to him like that!

Tammy:

Was I talking to you?

Sarah:

Sara interrupts Tammy.

Tammy:

Since when is some loser guy your friend?

Jason:

Tammy, leave them alone!

Tammy:

Nol If Sarah and Tom want to hang with this joker they can but Iwill not be anywhere
near them. She turns her back on them and begins to walk away.

Tom:

With hesitation and confusion, pondering ifhe should say something Then he speaks up. Idon't
appreciate you talking down to my friends. Ihave known Jake forever! So what if he
isn't like you or me. He's better! He doesn't care what people think of him and he is
perfectly happy I

Tammy:

You have Inade your choice. You obviously value church geeks Inore than Ine.

Tom:

No, Tammy, Ivalue people, and Iknow they deserve to be treated with respect!

When you talk to my friends like that you are talking to mel

Sarah:

Tammy, did you ever notice when we hang out that you are the only one who teases
people? Are you so insecure that you have to put others down to feel better about
yourself?

Jason and Rachel nod there heads in agreement. Tammy is now angn/ and St01111S
away.
Tammy:

You are all pathetici You deserve each otherl

Tom:

Jake, I'm sorry I didn't say anything sooner.

Jake:

It's okay, Dude. She is hurting and feels she needs to do this to feel better. I know
where I stand with Jesus. I don't care what other people think I know where I am going
and that's all that matters.

Sarah:

You have such a cool outlook on life.

Jake:

Sarcastically Why shouldn't I? I have more than most people! I can't let what people say
bother mel Jesus was spit on and killed for us. If some girl wants to call me names it's
okay because my Heavenly Father will deal with her. I can't let all the negative stuff
bother me. It will just weigh me down.

Tom:

Thanks, Jake, for shOWingus what a real Christian acts like. I hope Tammy will come
aroillld.

Jake:

Maybe she will, maybe she won't. We will pray that the Lord will work on her heart. At
least she knows where you stand!

They exit.

LESSON AIMS

To cause the students to think about how they should honor their parents
or caregivers.

KEY VERSE

'''Honor your father and mother,' ,rhich is the first commandment ,rith promise:
'thatit may be well with yOIl and youmay hoe long on the earth. '"
Ephesians 6: 2-3

ITEMS NEEDED

Papers/Pencils/Bibles
List of popular television sitcoms on a board or overhead
Comic books or newspapers

GROUP
INTERACTION

Pass out paper and pencils. Form three or more small groups. Ask each
group to make a list of ten characteristics of a parent or caregiver. Each
group will approach this from a different perspective. One or two groups
should base their list on television shows they wakh. Another group(s)
should base their list on what they see in other kids' parents or
caregivers. The other group(s) base their list on a comic strip or comic
book character.
After a few moments, ask them the following questions:
• How are parents portrayed through the television?
• How do we view other kids' parents?
• Which three characteristics would you pick if you were a parent?
• Which three would you not pick?
• Does being a parent seem easy or hard? Why?
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When talking about honoring parents, be sensitive to two situations: the
kids who are being raised in a "traditional family" setting and those who
aren't. Kids from a traditional family may be upset with their parents
because of a disagreement they had. Kids from non-traditional families
might live in a foster home, with another relative, or they may go back and
forth between parents. Some of the kids may even live in a "Christian"
home that is eXh'emely dysfunctionaL Help them understand that part of
honoring their parents is trying to view their parents from a positive
perspective. Stress that "honoring" is based on obedience to the Lord, not
on agreeing with their parents .

Have someone read Ephesians 6:1-3. Ask them to explain the words
obedience, honor and respect. It is important to realize that when either a
parent or a child doesn't obey God, healthy relationships are not possible. When one person acts in obedience or honors another person in a
relationship, God helps the obedient person. He will lead them to right
decisions and blessing in all of their relationships.
The verses in Ephesians deal with the child's responsibility to have a good
attitude and respect for their parents. This obedience is for THEIR benefit.
1Peter 4:8 says, "Love covers a multitude of sins." When we can truly
love and honor our parent(s) / caregivers for their position, that love can
help offset depression, fear, discouragement, anger and even hate that we
might be eA'Periencing.

When we cannot love a parent or caregiver, it is

difficult for us to overcome these destructive feelings.

God gave us this commandment about honoring for a reason. Your part
of the relationship is what is llnportant ll1your life. The enemy wants us to
feel defeated and hateful. Satan wants us to give in to those destructive
feelings because such feelings will keep us from expeliencing God's love
and perfect plan for our lives. But God wants us to know His love and to
share this love with others, especially our parents.
No parent is perfect. While some of you may have parents who are lOVing
and caring, you may occasionally get angry at them and wish you could
trade them in for better parents. Others of you may have parents who are
ill, abusive, complaining or unable to show their feelings. It is important
for us to try to understand and cope with their feelings. Or perhaps the
parents have been hurt by someone in their lives. Even when our earthly
parents fail us, God wants us to know He loves us. He loves you so much
He was williJ1g to allow His Son to die for you. God gave all of Hinlself to
us, we should give back to Him by showing our obedience.
Jesus was our perfect example. Jesus was the Divine Son of God, yet He
had an earthly mother. He honored her. While He was dying on the
Cross, He asked Jolm to take care of His mother. Gohn 19:25-27)
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ALTERNATE
ACTIVITIES

Ask the students if they know what honoring their parents means. Take a
few minutes to brainstorm some practical ways of honoring parents. Itis
important that the kids understand that they can "honor" an adult without
giving into or approving of wrong or sinful behavior. If a parentj caregiver
asks them to do something that isn't light or something that would be
disobedient to God, it is their responsibility to do what God wants. He will
give you special glace because of your obedience to Him. If a parentj
caregiver is abusive, they need help. Some of them may need to talk to
someone for their own protection. Although being a victim is NEVER part
of God's plan for anyone, help the kids discern between abuse and acceptable parental discipline. An excellent time to let our "honoring" shine is
when we do not agree with a parental decision.
You may never be able to change your parents even if you try to do the
light things. Only when a person listens to the prompting of the Holy
Spirit and hrrns their life over to God can they change. But you can
change your own life. By obeying this command, you can change your
fUhrre. Obeying God by honoring your parenti caregiver is for YOUR
well being. God is giving you this advice to help YOU, "That it may be
well with you and you may live long on the earth." Ephesians 6:3. Conclude this time by praying for the kids.

Pass out pencils and paper. Ask the kids if they have read or heard of
advice columns. A few years ago a teenager wro te to Ann Landers
asking how she could get her parents to stop telling her to "stop smoking,
get off the phone, hang up your clothes, do your homework, and clean up
your room." Ask the kids to write a response to the teenager. If time
permits, have the kids share their answers ,vith the group. Finally,
read Ann Landes' response: "Stop smoking, get off the phone, do your
homework, and clean up your room."
Do the kids agree with Ann's advice?
Why do kids not do what their parents ask?
What would God want us to do?

Make photocopies of the attached word search. Many of the words come
from 1 Peter 4:8 and Ephesians 6:2-3. Discuss how these words apply to
this teaching.

Some parents have serious problems and make life difficult for their
children. Other parents mean well, but don't seem to understand how to
deal with their children. This may cause anger in the child. Invite a
counselor (or a trusted, reputable adult) to talk to your group about how
they can deal with these problems and where they can get help.

P

1 PET

1 U MOT

E R 0 C E G R
WE

F R 0 N E

P A M U L F E H 0

N

o

R

E R 0 P L A V L 0 0 L E
T E T R E T U D E R E H
WVHON

H

I 1 0

E 0 Y M R E H T 0
L L L

IY

M V T
M I

I

R A B U A L N

L V I S 1 P E T D DUO
S EVE

E B

I B L E E T

T N E M D N A M M

o

C H

HONOR

PROMISE

1 PETER

WELL

BIBLE

FATHER

LIVE LONG

MOTHER

LOVE

MULTITUDE

COMMANDMENT

Permission to photocopy for church use only. © 2000 International

Church of the Foursquare Gospel

LESSON AIMS

To know God has ordained a special place for everyone in the body of Christ.
To understand their part in a church family to offer loving service and support to others.

KEY VERSE

"But now God has set the members, each one Df them, in the body (DfChrist) just as
He has pleased" I Corinthians 12:18

ITEMS NEEDED

Bibles
Pencils / pens / ne"'Print or poster board
Lots of newspapers or toilet paper rolls or balloons (alternate activity)
Copies of the"l \:hcrc do I fit?" examination sheet for each student
crepe paper, yarn or rope (alternate activity)

GROUP
INTERACTION

Break into a minimum of two groups of equal size. Each person in the
group must become one of the following body parts: eyes, ears, mouth,
brain, legs, and hands. Assign as many parts as you have people in each
group. Give the groups a simple task to do such as walk across the room
and pick up a Bible and read a verse.
The brain must tell the eyes to see the Bible, the legs to walk, the mouth to
speak, etc. The groups cannot move or speak until the brain has given
direction. The brain cannot give the next command until the body part is
moving. They ca1U10tgo out of order.
This illush'ates how difficult it is for the church body to function if everyone is not doing their part. Other parts of the body must work even
harder if one part is unable or unwilling to function.

If you have a lot of kids and want to involve everyone, make your groups
larger and assign additional body parts such as two eyes (2 people), arms,
feet, etc.

Many people believe that it isn't necessary to attend a church. However, the
first church was started because the Holy Spirit brought people together
and empowered them to share about Jesus. That is what the church is
about-bringing people together to strengthen one another and using their
talents and resources to serve others. People who have committed their
lives to serving Jesus are called the Body of Cluist. HaIle the students turn to 1

Corinthians 12: 12-2 7 and select a ciOlllnteer ILnead verses 12-14.
The Apostle Paul begins by talking about the human body. The human
body is a fascinating thing. It is considered one body, but it has different
parts. The church is like the human body. Churches allover the world that
believe in the Gospel of Jesus Christ are part of one body of believers. All of
the believers of the world are considered "The Body of Christ." Each
individualis an important part of that body.
Jesus Clu'ist performed many miraculous tlungs through his life, death, and
resurrection. One of these was the unity he created in the church by crossing social boundaries. He reached out to people no one else would. In
Jesus' tunes tllere was great segregation. Jews NEVER associated with
Gentiles (0 ther races than Jewish). And the rich NEVER associated with the
poor. In Christ however, we find that all people are united to form one
body of believers. It is one body consisting of MANY different individuals,
personalities, ethnicities, and social classes. The one thing that unites them
is our faith U1the Gospel of Jesus Cluist. We need to be people who do not
separate ourselves from those different than us. We need to accept all
people, no matter theu' race, social class, popularity, talents, or abilities.

Have a vohmteel' read vel'ses 15 and 16 aloud to the class. Tell the students that
God has placed each one of them as a believer U1totlle body of Christ for a
very specific purpose. Many young people who attend church, or are
involved in church are not satisfied with the talents and abilities God has
given them. Some of you want to be like somebody else. God has a place
and a purpose for you. Every person has a God-given purpose. Sometimes
it is easier to see tl1etalents of others before we recog:tuze our own abilities.
Some people prefer to have jobs or miJ1istries that get a lot of attention or
praise. Many people think tl1at being on tlle worship team is one of tl1e
most important jobs ina church and that being a greeter is not. Ask the

stwlenfswhat

would happen if one Sunday everybody was asked to be on the

wOfshipteam?

would welcome people and make them feel comfortable in the church?
1'\110would give food to those that need it?
1'\110would preach the sermons?
• T/'vhowouldprayfor other people?
• V\ho would take care of the babies?
Read verses 17-19 to the students with !,"Yeatemphasis. God has placed each
of you exactly where He desired you to be in the body of Christ. And He
has given each of you the exact talents and abilities that He wants you to
have to cause unity and indiViduality in the body of Christ. Each person

has been gifted by God for an important task in the body of Clu"ist.Where do
you fit in the body of Christ?
HiWC another vo/untcer read VC1"SCS 17-18, Not only is each part placed by
God, every part is necessary. Because we are hUlllan beings we struggle
easily with pride. Far too often we believe that because we have the lllost
desired position in the church, or in the youth group that we are the best. We
tend to think that we don't need anyone else, that other people aren't important. But God's Word says that EVERY part is necessary. We need to encourage each other in everytlUng that we do. Too often we put each other
down, tease each other, and make each other feel very insignigicant. This
should not be.

People with well-known talents and abilities are not better than those with
less noticable talents and abilities. We should all encourage each other and
stop being so discouraging to each other. God desires unity in us as well as
in the church. God has lllade every person illlportant in the Body of Clu·ist.
We have a responsibility to make everyone feel significant. Our ultilllate goal
is to bling unity to the Body of Christ.
Pass out the "1 \:hcl'c do Ifit?" self-examination sheet to each of the students and give thelll a few lllinutes to fill it out. Allow thelll to reflect on
each question and encourage them to answer honestly. Have the students rehrrn the sheets to you when they have cOlllpleted them.

NOTE: These sheets are a resource not only for the student, but for the teacher and youth
pastor as well. These sheets are not meant to be stored away in a file but are to be read by
the group leader, C,E, Director, youth pastor or a teacher, so that he or she may begin
allOWingstudents to perform tasks or challenges according to their abilities and desires, Give
your students a chance to get involved and you will see an increase in their excitement and
eagerness to serve, Read what they wrote, pray for each one of them and begin to place them
in areas of rninistry,

TAKING

HOME THE
TRUTH

Address the students concerning unity in the group. Discuss the following questions and write their answers on large sheets of posterboard, or
newsprint, and hang thelll on the walls of the rOOlll.
• Do we treat new people with the same alllount of consideration that we
treat those we know well?
• Could lllajor cliques cause division in a youth group?

,,!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!I!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

• What are some practical ways that we can avoid being cliquish and
begin lOVingeach 0 ther and supporting each other as a group?
• How can we help other people find their place in our group as God
brings new kids to us?

ALTERNATE
ACTIVITIES

Before students arrive, tape a large piece of crepe paper, or yarn, or rope,
etc. across the entry way about chest height. Everyone must make it over
this force field or barrier. However, they cannot go under the barrier or
touch it. Every student must make it over the barrier. offer a special h"eat
or incentive if everyone makes it over.
Give as few instructions as necessary. TIlen transition into the lesson by
asking:
• Did anyone make it over alone?
• How did this activity make everyone work together'
• Why don't people work toge ther more often?

This will be a fun, "muscle-man competition" between students inyoUl"
group. Divide the students equally into teams. Have them choose a male
student to be the "muscle man." TIle rest of the team should take the
newspaper or toilet paper and begin stuffing the shirt of the "muscle man."
Give them a few minutes to do this. Gather the groups together and have
all of your students choose the winner.
NOTE: TIus activity can also be done with balloons. Give the teams balloons. Have them blow them up and stuff in the clo thing.

Discuss the following points:
• Why do people admire a strong, healthy body?
• Do you think it is more important to be physically strong or spiritually
strong? Why?
• Many of you have heard the phrase "The Body of Christ." What is the
"body of Christ?"
• Is it important to have strong, healthy people for ministry in the Body of
Chlist? What about people we perceive as weak?
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This questionaire is designed to help each person find his or her purpose in your group and in
your church. Answer each of the following questions honestly.

1. What are your gifts, talents, abilities, or hobbies? (These are the things you spend a lot of time
doing), List them below

2. Do you enjoy being around people, helping people, making them feel loved? Or do you prefer to
be alone?

3, Do you prefer being in front of the crowd or behind the scenes?

4. of all the areas of ministry you have seen here at church what would you bke to do the most?

5. What would you bke to do the least?

- Write your name at the top and give this page to yom' teacher so that he can learn a httle more
about you, and help you find your place in the youth group.

Permission to photocopy
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LESSON AIMS

To understand that God is "omnipresent"
To recognize that God is always with us regardless of the circumstances

KEY VERSE

"For He Himselfhas said, '1 will never leave you n01' forsake you.' So we may
boldly say: The Lord is my helper; 1will not fear. T'\1wt can man du to me?"
Hebrews 13:5b,6

ITEMS NEEDED

Small chair
Three blindfolds
Two tape players and two music tapes
Optional: Pie-crust dough, cinnamon, sugar, butter and pans for baking

DECLARA TI 0 N
OF FAITH

_r::Th~;~'i~';~~'~i;~~~~l~~;~'G;di~';;~~';~'~i
: This thought gives us both comfort and warning.
1

!~;,

There is comfort in .~

knowing that God's presence is always with us. V\,'eare never alone. \Ve may
feel lonely and at titnes discouraged, but He is always near."

:~
:~

(Genesis 28:15; Joshua 2:11; Psalm 139:7-10; Acts 7:48; Ephesians 1:23)
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GROUP
INTERACTION
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Before students arrive place a chair in one corner of the room, a small chair
in ano ther corner and a chair with two tape players in the third corner.
Instruct the entire group that everyone is to remain absolutely silent except
to follow directions. Blindfold three students. Take one blindfolded student
and lead them to the seat in one corner.
Take the second student and seat them between the two tape players. Have
differentmusicplayingloudlyfrom each tape player so that it ,,,ill be hard for
the isolated student to dearly hear what is going on with the group.

Lead the third student to the last corner and have them stand on a bTIlall
chair. Hold up signs for the rest of the group to "cough", "clap", "whistle",
"cheer", "groan" etc. After a few minutes bring the blindfolded students
back to the front, unblindfold them and interview them:
- How did they feeP (Confused, fearful, anxious, alone)
-What were they thinking about? (C\;1zatwas going to happen to them?
How long were they going to haoe to stay there 7 Vv'hat was happening with the
grouP?)
-Would they have felt differently if tlleir best frie~ld had bee~l with them
and not been blindfolded?
As more children are
being raised in single
parent families or in homes
where both parents work,
loneliness becomes a major
issue. Kids are turning to

It does make a difference when our best friend is with us. But they cannot
be there twenty four hours a day, seven days a week. There are times when
we feel really lonely. We can even feel that way when we are in a crowd of
people. We are going to look at the friend that is always with us, in good
times and bad, twenty fOUThOUTSa day, and regardless of OUTcircumstances. We want to look at tlle life of Josepha and see how God was 'with
him wherever he went.

music, the internet,
television, and friends to
fill the emptiness in their
lives, This lesson will focus

Divide your students into ilrree groups. Give each group one of the passages
of scripture. Have them read the passage and plan to act out tlle scene.
Come back together and have earn group present their "play".

on the fact that they are
never alone regardless of
their circumstances. Pray
that the Holy Spirit will
reveal to your students the
truth that God is always
present.

- Joseph is put in a pit by his brothers and then sold as a slave in Egypt.
Genesis 37:16 - 28
- Joseph is falsely accused by Potiphar's wife and put in prison.
Genesis 39:7 - 20
- Joseph is put in prison and then is able to interpret tlle dreams of the butler
and baker. However, the butler forgot him. Genesis 40:1-14,20 - 23
Options:
1. Have someone tllat is an interesting story teller, share tllese scenes
from the life of Joseph.
2. Have groups read the above passage from a contemporary version
of the Bible and share tlle story witll the rest of the class.

- How do you tllink Joseph felt when he was sitting in tlle bottom of tlle pit?
(Remind them that he would have felt sort of like the student that was blindfolded
and sitting alone.]
- How do you think Joseph felt when he was riding in the caravan to Egypt?
(Remind them that he would have felt sort of like the student that was blindfolded
and standing on a chair - uncomjiJ1'table and wondering how long this was going
to go on.)
-How do you tllinkJoseph felt when he anived in Egypt? (Remind them that
he probably could not understand the language and would haoe felt confused like
the person that had different music playing in his/he1' em's)
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God is with me when I am alone
Joseph was probably uncomfortable sitting in the deep muddy pit and then
walking or riding the long distance to Egypt. He was alone. He was away
from friends and family. Not only was he away from his family but it was
his half-brothers that had put him in the pit and then sold him as a slave!
There were some major problems within this family. When he got to Egypt,
he would probably not have even been able to understand the language they
spoke. Look up Genesis 39:2,3. The Bible says that even when Joseph went
through these uncomfortable experiences "The Lord was with Joseph." God is
always with us. It does not make any difference where we go, God is there.
We may feel alone but we are never really alone. When we go through hard
tinies with our families, God is there. When we are separated from
everything that is famihar to us, God is there.

God is with me when I face temptation
How do you think Joseph felt when
Joseph stood up for what was right.
other people. Life is not always fair
us the strength to stand up for what
LOl'd was with Joseph and showed him
of the keeper of the prison."

he was falsely accused and incarcerated?
He was then treated very unfairly by
but God is always with us. He will give
is right. Read Genesis 39:21, "Bul the
meuy, and He gave him javol' in the sight

God is with me when my friends forsake me
Joseph intelpreted the dreams for the butler and for the baker. He asked the
butler to remember him and show kindness by talking to the Pharaoh about
him when he got out of prison. He had treated the butler kindly. But when
tlle butler got out of prison, he no longer needed Joseph and forgot about
him. The butler did not remember Joseph within a week or two of his
freedom; it was two long years before he remembered Joseph! How do you
tllink Joseph felt during that tinIe? (angry, betrayed, lonely or do you think
Joseph h'llsted God) God was always with Joseph and was at work in his hfe.
hI the end, Joseph would become a leader in Egypt and would save his family
.&om starvation.

TIle word" omni" means every. Let the kids guess tlle meaning of the
following words:
omnivore - an animal that eats both animals and vegetables
omnidirectional - capable of h'ansmilling or receioing signals in all directions
like a tower that sends and receives Signals j01' cellular phones
omnipresent - always present or capable of being everywhere at the same time
God is the only one in the universe that is omnipresent. God is everywhere
and not just a part of God but all of God is everywhere. One person can only
be in one place at one time. If you are at home, you cannot be at school at
tlle same tinle. Only God can be everywhere all the tinle. God is always with
us. He fills the universe. He is constantly aware of what is happening in your
hie. You cannot run away fwm His presence or hide fwm Him.

Discuss: How does this truth make vou feel?

Comfor Ied - I am neve;- alone.
Encouraged - I always have God with me.
l\ler-OOllS - God is '{oalching eDen zlJhen I sin.

TAKING HOME
THE TRUTH
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It is easy to remember that God is with you when things are going well.
However, when things go wrong or seem unfair, it is more difficult to
remember that God is still with us. Family and friends may betray or
forsake us but God will always be there! He said He will NEVER leave
us or forsake us and His promises are always h·ue. Think of a time or
place when you feel lonely (first day at a new school, when parents are
fighting, sitting in the dark, etc.). This week talk to God during the
lonely tin1eS. Remember He is your BESTfriend!!

ALTERNATE
For an edible object lesson, have teams compete to form a variety of
shapes out of pie-crust dough. If possible, brush the crust vvith butter .
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Sprinkle the pie-crusts vvith cinnamon, and bake according to directions
on the package. The shapes will come out different. Some may crack,
{{""lne will puff up. Talk about how when you put them into the oven

1
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things will come out. He is always with us and He has a plan for
hves.
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Can be used in relation
to Earth Day, April 22

LESSON AIM
KEY VERSE
ITEMS NEEDED

GROUP
INTERACTIO 1\1

INSTRUCTION
TIME

Psa I ms 24:1

To know God gave us His creation to enjoy.
To understand that God calls us to take care of His creation, and praise
Him for it.

"The earth is the Lord's and all its fullness, the world and those who dwell
within."
Psahns 24:1

Nature Cards:
Leaves
small sticks
twigs
paint
paper
small fabric scraps
blank no te cards
Terrariums:
small fish bowls or plastic soda bottles
small pebbles
small plants
soil

crayons
envelopes

Hand out the nature objects and fabric you collected. The kids can either
place the object under a blank sheet of paper or note card and gently rub
over them with a crayon or soft colored pencil. Make several cards and
give them as gifts or keep them as stationary.

National Earth Day was proclaimed as a day people join together to
celebrate the beauty of creation and to increase awareness of environmental responsibility and stewardship. Earth Day was the idea of
Senator Gaylord Nelson. The first, nationally recognized Earth Day
was April 22, 1970.

2
The idea of celebrating Earth Day seems harmless. But we must keep our
thoughts and celebrating in perspective. When we celebrate or worship
creation and do not mention the Creator, we have a problem. As Christians, we need to be aware of what Earth Day should mean to us. It means
God created a beautiful earth for us to enjoy and to take care of. It also
means we need to celebrate and praise God, the Creator, for giving us this
beautiful earth. "God created the Heaoens and the Earth, n (Psalms 148:13).
God created a beautiful world so that we may have a place to live. He
intended the earth to bear fruit. He proVided trees and flowers which create
oxygen for us to breathe. He created animals so that we might have food.
He created so many beautiful things for us to enjoy. The Lord wants us to
enjoy what He made for us. He also calls us to be responsible and take care
of the many things He has given us.
"The earth is the Lord's and all its fullness","
Psalms 24:1. God is Creator
and King of the earth. All earth's living creahrres, including mankind, are
subject to His rule. The Israelites were promised that if they obeyed God's
will and kept His laws, the earth would produce fruitful harvests. If they
were disobedient, however, their crops would fail and famine would come
(Deuteronomy 28).
The Bible says in Romans 1:20 "creation is to b1'ing ollr thoughts toward God, n
This means we need to thank HiJn and praise Him for the blessings He has
given us through His creation.
There is a strong emphasis today to teach about the envirUlilllent and
ecology. We are aware that people before us didn't take very good care of
God's earth. This is where we come in. We can make a difference. As
Christians we don't worship the earth or the trees, we worship the God
who created the earth and the trees. Taking care of the earth isn't just a
trendy social issue. It is a God-given responsibility. Remember, as we are
responsible to take care of the earth, we are responsible to thank God for
His creation.

Break iJ1togroups and pass out Bibles and photocopies of the attached
newsclipping about Julia Butterfly Hill, "GiJ·ISits in Tree." Have the kids
read the story. Then look up the scripture references and discuss the following thoughts;
• Imagine if she had spent the last few years preaching the gospel to people
iJwtead of preachiJ1g her protest while liviJ1gin a h'ee.

• Why would a person take such extreme action to save a tree?
• How does God want His creation to be used?

Romans 1 :25
1 Timothy 4:1

1 John 5:21
Isaiah 45:5

3

We are called to be caretakers of God's earth. There are many ways we can be
environmentally responsible. We can recycle cans or reuse grocery bags or
even pick up stray trash. One way we can take care of God's creation is by
getting involved. Adopt an area on or around your church premises. Plant
some flowers or trees around the church. Clean up all the trash in that area.
Then continue to keep that area htter free and clean.

We are called to be caretakers of God's earth. But we are also called to be
caretakers for one another. Volunteer to clean up a disabled person's yard.
Have a church work day and try to recycle and reuse the items that were
going to be thrown out. Perhaps give them to a charity group such as the
Disabled Veterans or Salvation Army (make sure items are in decent condition
before giving them away) or start a clothing pantry forthe homeless. Our
care in these areas will show the love of Chlist to others.

ALTERNATE
ES

Create your own terralium. The container can be aSlllallfish bowl, widebased vase,wide mouthjars with holes in the lids or SOme other container that
could be usedfor a terrarium. Collect potting soil, crushed charcoal, and
small pebbles to fill the bottom half of the bottle. Plant a few small ferns or
slow-growing plants in the soil. Chopsticks or pencils will help manuever
plants and dirt. Now you have created your own terrarium. Water spmingly.
As you take care of your creation:' let the Lord remind you to take care of
His as well.
U

Ecological
Scavenger

Hunt

Give the kids a hst of items to find indoors or outdoors. Taking from the garbage cans is no t allowed! Points are awarded for each item and there is no limit
for the amount of items retrieved. Bonus points may be awarded for the most
unique items found.
Sample items would be:
• alunlinunl cans
• candy wrappers
'something wet
'plastic spoon
• something orange
'paper cup
• something with a strong smell
• something made from wood
• bottle
• gum wrapper

GIRL SITS IN TREE,
TO SAVE TREE'S LIFE
Since December 10th 1997 Julia
Butterfly Hill has been living:
in a 1000 year old redwood in
Humboldt County in Northern California. She has
climbed 180 feet up to protest
the cutting down of the ancient redwoods.
"Butterfly" as she is called, is
an environmentalist willing to
die for her beloved tree. She

tree to try to blow her out. She
has broken the law by trespassing on Pacific Lumber
property, and wasted 2 years
of her life for a tree. She says "I
gave my word to this tree
(Luna), the forest and to all the
people, that my feet would not
touch the ground wltil I had
done everything in my power
to make the world aware of
this problem."

named the tree JJLuna,"be-

cause she believes the tree
first spoke to her on a full
moon. ButterHy talks, sings,
and climbs all around Luna.
This tree is "Butterfly's" god!
The tree is her life, Hill explains, "I will die trying to
save this tree." Butterfly has
waged wars against the
people trying to cut the tree
down. They have turned fire
hoses on her, they have put
helicopters right above the

Look up the following scriptures and find out what
God's word says about worshiping creation:
Romans 1:25

1 John 5:21

1 Timothy 4:1

Isaiah 45:5
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LESSON AIMS

To make students aware that any hohday can become a day of Christian
celebration.

KEY VERSE

"1vhile the earth remains. seedtime and harvest, cold and heat, winter and slImmer, and day and nighl shall nol cease, n
Genesis 8:22

ITEMS NEEDED

GROUP
INTERACTION
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Bible/Pencils/Paper
Chocolate chips (to be melted)
F1ashhght
Bananas
Wax paper
Popsicle sticks
An available freezer
Cookie sheet or pans for bananas
Items for Alternate Activities (optional)

Make frozen bananas (groundhogs). Melt a package of chocolate chips in the
microwave or in a double boiler. Have kids write their names on the sticks.
Then have them peel bananas, and poke the stick either lengthwise or crosswise through the banana. Dip the banana in the chocolate and place it on
the wax paper. Place them on a cookie sheet or pan and place in freezer for
30 minutes.

What does Groundhog Day have to do with Christians? Christians, like
groundhogs, should be excited for spring. Spring is a season of growth and
beauty. Baby groundhogs, born between March and May are a part of that
springtime newness. New hie for Christians means spending eternity in
heaven a new and beautiful place for us.

Groundhog day is an American tradition. On February 2nd the faithful
groundhog comes out of its hole after winter hibernation. If he sees his
shadow, tradition savs winter will last six more weeks. If he doesn't see his
shadow, spring is o~ it's way. However, this is not factuaL The groundhog is actually afraid of his shadow and goes back in the hole when he sees
it.

The groundhog is also known as a woodchuck. Groundhogs are a mammal
from the squirrel family and are properly named lvlarmota 1'vlonax. Groundhogs live in open woods, and brushy, rocky ravine areas. Groundhogs
dwell in burrows. These holes that the animals dig can be up to a foot
deep. During hibernation, the groundhog's body temperature changes
from 99 degrees to about 40 degrees. His heart beat changes from 80 beats
a minute to about five beats a minute and his respiration drops from16
breaths per minute to about four breaths.
When European settlers made their way into America they brought their
tradition of Candlemans Day, a day when pastors would bless candles and
distribute them to the congregation. This date was considered to be a
winter milestone. It was the mark of the middle of winter. The Groundhog
tradition came about when German settlers in Pennsylvania believed their
European hedgehog could forecast winter's end. In their new country, they
looked for hedgehogs everywhere. When they couldn't find one, they
settled for a woodchuck/ groundhog.
People always look for warnings when change is going to happen. They
like to be prepared and make decisions about their lives. Genesis 8:22
speaks of our unchanging God. We don't need to worry. Just as we can
look for the signs of change through seedtime and harvest, seasons and
day and night, we can count on our God to always be the same and help
us through changes in our lives.
Whether the Groundhog sees its shadow is based on the weather, we can
always depend on our heavenly father to be faithful to us. He is the same
in the good and bad times, in sorrow and joy. Jesus promised us He would
be by our side, wrapping us in His arms of love.

ALTERNATE
ACTIVITIES

Ground Hog Relay Race
You will need: 2 plastic spoons, two plastic beach pails, two bags or a
large container (i.e. wading pool) of sand and prizes for the "''inning team.
Break into two teams. Place the sand at one end of the room or outside
area. Give the plastic spoon and bucket to the first person in line. Blow a
whistle or say" go." Timing the teams for about 10 - 15 seconds each, have
the first person in each line run to the sand and start filling their bucket.
When their time is up blow your whistle or yell stop. They run back to the
line with their spoons and buckets and hand them to the next person in
line. When each person has had a tUTn,compare the sand in the buckets.
The team with the most sand wins. Note: the teams only get one spoon, if
it breaks, they'll have to use the broken spoon.

Flashlight Tag
With the lights off, one person will be given the flashlight. Everyone will
mingle quietly around the room in the dark. You will stop the activity at
randOlll by yelling, "Freeze!" When everyone is still, "frozen" ask v\?hoever
is "it" to flash the light quickly toward the ceiling. Everyone must stay
"frozen" until you shout, "Go!" Then people try to find the person with
the flashlight (who is sneaking around the room).

If the person with the flashlight is caught, he or she must shine the light
and announce that the hunt is over. Retrieve the flashlight and start a new
hunt by handing it to someone else while the group mingles in the dark.
After a few rounds, turn on the room lights. Lead a discussion on this
subject: The groundhog has to leave its comfortable borrow to know if the
season will change .
• How can Christians learn to deal with changes in their own lives?

Groundhog Skit/Quiz
Make photocopies of the attached skit and ask two of your class "hams" to
perform the skit. Encourage the rest of the class to complete the quiz
during this time as the quiz is based on the lesson and skit. offer a prize
for the 11108t correct an~n,vers.

Answers to quiz:
1.0
2. False
3. False
4.C
5. False
6. False
7. A

TAKING HOME
THE TRUTH
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Discuss why as Christians, we should recognize ways to celebrate God's
goodness no matter what day it is. (i.e. praising God, telling someone else
about something good that happened, making someone else feel good.)

1. 1s the (jr"utldh"(jfr"'" the sa",e fa",i!~ as the:
a. heaver
h. d"(j
c. racc()()tl
2. The (jr"utld h"(j d"es tl"t like t" hihertlate duritl(jwitlter. 1tlStead, it (j"es west.
True
Fa!se
3. Acc"rditl(jt" the )e(jetld, whetl a (jr"utldh"(j See his shad"w, witlter wi!!sh"rtl~ he "Ver.
True
Fa!se
t.~r"utlJh"(j da~ is 'lIs" ktlCwtlas what da~?
a. Etld "f VJitlter Da~
c. CatlJ)e",atls Da~
5. ~r"utlJh"(j Da~ is celehrated "tl Fehrua~
True
False

h. First da~ "f Srritl(j
d. ~-da~

1't.

6. A (jr"u.tldh"(j/w""dchuck d"es tl"t like w""d.
True
False
7. 1s the (jr"utlJh"(j a:
a. ",a",,,,al

h. rertile

c. hird

d. arnrhihiatl

Skit
"Out of the Hole!"

Scene:

Two ground hogs are in their burrow discussing v,hat 'will happen on Ground Hog
Day. Play it up as much as possible. The rest of the class can do their quiz in the
process.

Woody:

Hey Marmalade, what's up? Are you going outside today?
My proper nam.e is Marmota Monax and I am. a maillJIlal and part of the squirrel
farnily--not an orange preserve! If you cannot addTess me by my proper nam.e, I
will not respond to YOl.IT constant badgering.

Marm.ota monax:

Woody:

Look, Marmota, I know it has been a rough winter for you but I am so excited
about going up the hole today. If I see my shadow, I'm going to bask in the
sunlight, work on tanning my beautiful coat and grab something to eat!

Marmota:

I like staying in my httle hole and not haVing anyone bother me. I do not want to
be in the hme hght every "Ground hog Day" They make our breed a joke!

Woody:

Who cares if we are called woodchucks or groundhogs. That is what we are.
Don't deny your heritage. Just go with it, buddy. Hey, Marmota.

Marmota:

Yes, Woody?

Woody:

How much wood would a woodchuck

Marmota:

About 700 pounds according to the Cornell University JomnaL Why?

Woody:

Oh, Marmota, hghten upl Spring is abnost here and we have so many cool things
to look forward too. Just thank the Lord for the wonderful time of hibernation He
gave us and climb out of the hole and give the people what they want!!

Marmota:

Okay! I will

b.}'

chuck if a woodchuck

could chuck wood?

to look at the brighter side of things. Besides, I guess witll spring

COUles

my freedom.
Woody:

Yom' freedom?

Marmota:

Yeah! I don't have to stay in a hole with you any longer!

•.•••••.•,.

LESSON AIMS

For students to wlderstand that God wants to use them to reach
their world
For students to know that God wants to use them in all circumstances both good and bad.

KEY VERSE

UForI know the plans I haue for you," declares the Lord. uPlans to prosper
you and not to harm you, to give you a hope and afuhlre,"
Jeremiah 29:11 (NIV)

ITEMS NEEDED

A variety of baked goods, or store-bought snacks that are green
Lime punch or green soda
Photocopies of the" A Holiday For Men worksheet
Pens or pencils

GROUP
INTERACTION

Plan to have snack foods available to the students before class and
allow them to mingle and talk together for a little while. Prepare a
variety of green foods and snacks. Use green food-coloring to
lllake green cookies or green cupcakes. Make lilne punch, serve
celery sticks and broccoli with a green dip - use food coloring in
ranch dressing. Make a spinach pizza, serve pickles, or pistachio

Green Eggs and Ham

ice credill.

The Life of St. Patrick
On March 17many in the world will celebrate a holiday called
St.Pah·ick'sDay. It is an Irish holiday and is titled so, for the
adventureous life of a young teen named, MaewynSuccat (May-winSoocat). Maewynlater became known as St. Patrick. St. Patrick wasn't born
in Ireland but in Scotland, in the year 387. During his teenage years, he
was taken captive by an Irish marauder and was sold as a slave to an
Itish, pagan, pliest (Ireland was filled with a pagan religion called, Druidism). There. St. Patrick tended his masters sheep for six years

During those six years as a slave St. Patrick learned how to speak the
Celtic tongue, which is the Irish language. God had a plan for this. Also
during his time as a sheepeherder St. Patrick prayed daily, hourly, and as
often as he could and he saw his relationship with God blossom. St.
Patrick's master was a cruel one, and so one day St. Patrick fled to his
home in Scotland. There he devoted his life to serving God in the ministry.
Once back home in Scotland he joined a monastary and was placed
under the guidance of a Clu'istian priest named St. Germain. Soon St.
Patrick became a priest hirnself and joined in many missionary journeys.
During his 18 years in Scotland his heart began to long for Ireland. St.
Germain took this to heart and sent St. Patrick to Rome to work with the
Pope. Shortly before the Pope's death, the Pope gave St. Patrick his title,
changing his name from Maewyn to St. Pahick, and sent him on a missionary journey of bringing Christianity to h·eland.
Once in Ireland St. Patrick was faced with opposition from the Druids.
The pagan rehgion of Druidism had taken over nearly all of Ireland, but
St. Patlick was prepared. Because he knew the Celtic language, St.
Patrick was able to begincollllllirnicating the Gospel of Jesus Christ. It
took him several years todesIToypaganism.
He survived numerous
death threats andonnlOretha1112 occasions was he and his companions
were taken captiveandcarriedoffastlleives.
St. Patrick died in Ireland on March 17, 460 AD. Until he died he spent
his time Yisiting and watching over churches that he had founded in all
the provinces of Ireland. And despite constant threats to his life he
traveled widely, baptiZing, confirming, preaching, and builebng churches,
schools, and monastaries. He succeeded in conYerting almost the entire
population of Ireland. We celebrate St. Patricks day on the day of his
death, March 17, 460 A.D.
Some of you might find yourselves strugghng at home or at schooL
Nobody hkes you, everyone teases you, some of you might have parents
that aren't taking care of you, neglecting you. But just as God was with
St. Patrick his whole life, Godis with you. Just as St. Patrick performed
every task God gaYe him, eVen in the midst of persecution, you too can
perform every task that God has for you. He wants to use you to cause
this world, this nation, and specifically, this state, to beheve in him.

Have tl,e students turn to Jeremiah 29:11. Choose a volunteer to read
it. "For I know the plans I have for you," declares the Lord, "Plans to
prosper you and not to harm you, to give you hope and a future."
Even in difficult times and places, God can and will use you if you
persist in obedience to Him. St. Patrick persisted in his tasks and he
almost led the whole country of Ireland to relationship with the Lord. He
had to deal with druidism, a major false rehgion at that time. They came
against him, but God knew the plans He had for them. St. Patlick was

able to do all he did because He depended on God, and allowed God to
use him, even in the midst of scary circumstances. God wants to use you
to change the places you hve, to lead people to salvation by preaching the
gospel of Jesus Christ. Are you willing to let him?

TAKING

HOME THE
TRUTH
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St. Patrick was just a yOWlg teenager when God grabbed hold of his
life and began a process that changed the lives of many people.
God could do the same in your life. Pass out the "It's My Holiday"

worksheet to the kids and give them afew minutes to fill it out, After they
are finished have them read their sheets to the class,

b. Holiday
for Me!
1. If a holiday was about to be created for you, what would you want it to be?

2. How would you want people to observe it?

3. What kind of influence do you want to have on this world while your alive.

4. What kind of influence do you want to have on this earth after you die?

5. Write down the names of three people you want to introduce to Jesus Christ this year and
begin praying for them.

This activity is to be used with the Baseline lesson, "St. Patrick's Day."
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