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As adults, we continue to learn how to pray; and as we prepare to pray with children, we will influ-
ance tham to become children who pray. Remember the words of Jesus in Mark 10:15, “Whoever does
naf receive fhe Kingdam of God as a little child will by ne means enter it." Children can pray because
they believe God and balieve what you teach tham. What a powerful invesiment of your time and efforts
fo pray with children and madel prayer for thermn at church and in the home,

Stratagic Approaches to Prayer with Children:

Firsl and forernas!, praying with children begins al salvalion; nal only praying for, but making chil-
dren a vital part of the prayer. Make sure they understand that Ged loves them and listéns wharn they
pray, and that God respands fo their prayers. Guide them in prayer as they repeal after you. Then ask
them to express simple words of thanks to Jesus for dying on the cross and for forgiveness of their sins
[wrong things they have done). Boys and girs delight in being expressive.

Lead childnen in prayer asking forgivenass. Taking a short amaount of time for each one (o nama a wrong
thing (s talking back to parents, lving, or acting bad). When children can write, you could have them write
a note to Jasus asking Him to forgive them for a particular sin, and place in a bag. Have a child pray a
prayer asking forgiveness. Then throw the bag in the wastebasket.

Praying with children fo receive the baptism of the Holy Spirit,

[ENNRANA Receiving this great gift should not be a mystical or unreal expe-

IN THIS I155UE rience, but rather, the Hely Spirt becoming their Helper o live,

pray and serve their Lord, What a blessed experience over the

years to teach children the simplicity of receiving his empowering

gift and than praying with them! In the group whan one child

receives, lake that child fo pray with another child and so on, Itis

a real eye opener to see how children respond and pray one for
the other, and how God hears and answers their prayers.

Seven things a child must know to build their persanal
prayer |ife:
God desires our praise and adoration.
God can do all things.
S God is everywhere, and you can pray at all imes.
3 God listens, understands and answers prayer.
God wants us to ask for all our needs and desires.
God wants us to prayer for othars.
God always answers prayer, Even if the answer is wait, or.
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Use a Variety of Methods to Introduce Children 1o Prayer:

1. With very small children use a telephone and help them have
a conversation of prayer with God. They have a vivid Imagina-
tion and you can teach them to listen to what God is telling
them in their heart.

2. Use the Scriptures in prayer and Bible stories. Children who
struggle with forgiveness or getting even might pray, "Cear Lord
help me not to do wrong to those who have treated me bad,
Help me to pay back good for wrong® | Thessalonians 5:15,

3. Prayer using visuals — When praying for
Missionares, dress in native costume or
intaract with a puppet dressed as someane
from the country you are praying far, Allow
the charactar to share about their need and
then have children pray for the raquest.

Pray with children realistically, spacifically, and
with faith, Pray with children and encourage
them 1o pray, always remembering their great
spiritugl capacity to know and respond to God
and to put into action what they are taught &y
their leaders and the Ward of God.
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