2 LOVE THAT REQUIRES OUR LIFE

[f,(%l%LI{']I-I'l'

r CUIFSGUAre o

NE‘tiunsJ Mﬁ'l?aﬁar &
Fourzquare Christian Ed ucation

Victar was five years old when he was diagnosed with terminal canosr.
While in the hospital, he shared his faith in Christ with doctors, nurses, tech-
nicians, family members and total strangers. His father rcommitted his lifs
to Chrigt, as did countless frisnds and others known only to God. By our
standards, the littls boy's life ended much toc young. God embraced this
young saint and recorded evary decision that was made as a result of our
loss. The Apostle Paul writes. “We loved vou so much that we gave you not
only God's Good Mews but our awn lives, too” (1 Theszalonians 2:8, MLT).
Somea Chistians experience the more dramatic exampls, lilke Victor's family,
Forthe rest of us, God calls us o give our lves away in simpler ways -- ways
that will change etemity for someone else.
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Give our lives to solve

the lonsliness prohlem

Several years ago, ADL predicted that
in spite. of increased technology and
ingtant communication, our culture
would be impacted by severs lonsli-
nesez. Leonard Sweet callz it a “relation-
ship famine.” Simply stated, the reality
1= that nearly half of Americans expen-
ence. occasional feelings of intensa
loneliness, God's call to Hig church is to
make a place for those who might not
normally fit into our congregation.
Creale a place of healing and while-
ness forlonely, hurting people!

Give our lives to solve

the doubting problem

The Gallup Organization discoversd that
53% of Americans have had an experi-
ence that convinced them that God
exists, yet nearly hall (40%:) say “there
are a lot of things taught in my religion
that | don't belisve.” Maore conceming to
me is the finding by the Barna Research
Group that two-thirds of church gaing
Americans. report they never feel the
presence of God in church! Many

Christians don't reach out to others becauss they
don't believe their faith is waorth sharing.

Give Our Lives to Change Eterity

Mearly three-fourths of all Chistians say reading
the Bible helps them find meaning in life. Almost
as many say reading the Bible helps them stand
against wrongs in society. Teaching God's Word in
dizcipleship groups must continue to be a vital
component of our church life. Whatever you doto
accomplish Chnstian education — Sunday school,
children's church, adult fellowship groups, junior
high and other youth groups — be encouraged!
Twenty million children and 7 milion tesnagers
attend Sunday school sach weesk in American
evangelical churches. And, at least 100 million
Americans are affiliated with at lsast one church
related small group.

To maximize the impact of this opportunity, we
must focus on thres strategic steps:

*Equip each leadsr to brclge the loneliness
gap with the reality of Jesus Christ;

*Encourage every believer to build strong
personal relationships with others; and

+Challenga all Chistians to find meaning
through a desper understanding of God's
Word.

Victor understood what we must learm

Life in Christ iz not about chronology on this
planat. It is about vital relatiocnship with God. For
thiz little boy, the tempaoral ended before his sixth
birthday, God gives the rast of us relatively long
life in which o grow closer to Him and share
what we've exparienced with othars. Like Victor,
let's give our lives away in order to changs
someone slse's starnity,
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ADULT MINISTRIES

SPRING

L, MlC]'lﬂC'l Lindsay
miindsay & Frinceton.edu
Far the complete text of this arficle, pleaze visil celoursquars.ong,

ard click on Adult Ministries. .

Recent data demaonstrates that Chiistian education must be at
the core of renewing the church in America. Despite incradibla
gains in the level of education in this country ower the last half-
cantury, most adults know as much about the Bible today as they
did when they wera in third grade. Conzidera few of these find-
ings: only 34% of adults know that Jesus deliverad the Samon
on the Mount; less than half (49%) can name tha firat book of the
Bible. In addition, people struggle to name mora than two of the
Ten Enrnrnandmants ido not steal and do not murder are the
usual twao), yet 21% of adultz say they read the Bible daily and a
full 475 claim to read the Bible at least once a wask.

The: vast majority of Amercans believa religion should influ-

that people don't know enough about the Bible and their awn
church tradition to appropriate the: claims of the gospal when it
comes to deciding matters regarding the family, sexual mares
and other =odal concems. As Kenneth Kantzer writss, "N
church can be effective to bring clarity and commitment to a
world when itis as ignorant of it's own basic principles as is our
church today. And unless we engage the church in a mighty pro-
gram of receducation, it will be unable to transmit a Christian her-
itage toit's own children or the society around it."

America may be 3,000 miles wida, but anly threa inches deap.
Let's make a concerted effort to help our churches grow despar

s (35%) say they are satisfied
and ethical climate of America today. A
; %) say they are dissatisfied with

Its been said that religious intarest and commitment in

gnce one's position on social issues, The problam; it seems, iz in the faith.,
2 “WE BELIEVE IN" FREE, ON-LINE | 9 SMALL GROUPS ARE NOT
—— TUST IN HOMES ANYMORE

Foursquare
doctine for acults

Every small group leader or ong-on-one mentor Knows yall

can have an informal Bible study while you grab a burger at a
fast-food joint or have a discussion over a latté, but have: you
evar considenad the following ideas for small group mestings?

in sixtesn contem-
porary lessons s
nowy available for

free download (pdf)
and use in your
church. Visit cefoursquare.org and click on the adult ministries
saction for this free resourcs,

> FUN ONLINE COMMUNICATION
WITIT GRANDKIDS

Whan your grandkids chat with their fiends online, they' e
mestlikely mastered an entirevocabulary of acronyms and “emoti-
cons'. Emotions are thoea lithe symbols that feature not only
smiles, but frowns, winks, squinty eyes and scrunched mouths.,

Roberta Rand, editor of Focus Ovar Fifty, a Focus on the Family
weh page sugoests rather than hounding your groundkids for let-
ters that will likel never amive, jump onboard the online chat band-
wagon by leaming to communicate with your grandkids online.

Meosl 15Fs (Intemet Service Providers) offer instant messag-
ing services at no cost. All you have to do is download the soft-
wara, Then, learn the lingo. Visit cefoursguare.org (adult min-
istie= section) for the sample emoticons and the full text of
Roberta’s arlicle on communicating with your grandkids online:
GTG (gotto goll

adapted from an adicls found at wew familyomgAocusoverfilty

i |
Il
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. Bomeone in your group might be able to arrange for a confar-

ence room at his or her place of business.

2, Too early to wake the kids? Try an early morning prayer meast-

For & full list.of 15 creative ideas ses the
Nowembern' Decamber issus of REV magazine,

. Enjoy the great outdoors. Hold your mesting on the

. Dayeare a problem? Check out the possibility. of

ing in a church member's garage. Mmmm-coffea in an.air pot
and paper cups!

Can't agrea on what to eat when you meet? How abouot hold-
ing your Bible study at a food court in a local mall.

. Want to make a lasting impression? Hold a low-key prayer

mesting on the sidewalk outside your neighbomhood: school
once a week: Make sure teachers and administration know
that you're praying for them.

. Make it a book discussion on the comfy couches at your local

bookstore,

deck or patio of a church member's house,

meating at a day care center, They get
business, and you get unintermpted
time for emall-group dscussions in
anathar room on-site.
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CHRISTIAN SCHOOL ADMINISTRATOR’S NETWORK

5 SCHOOL TUTTION NOT
A TAX-DEDUCTIBLE GIFT

5 TEACHING MATH FROM A
PROVIDENTIAL PERSPECTIVE

Christian schools and churches constantly face the challenge of encour-:
aging parents and families to enrcll in spite- of rising coste of wition and
school fees: The tamptation is tofind “creative™ ways to-minimize the cost
of toition. Guestions. have been raised about offering tax deductibla
receipts for tuition payments.
Thare is no acceptable way o
offer tax deductions to families in
encchange for uition payments for

their cwn childran,

‘r,-i.- = s L -.'-.: paid in two educational institu-

tions where their three children
iall minors) attended school. Based on a lettar from the school daiming
that the total education was 55 percent religious education, the coupla
deducted 55 percent of the tuition payments (§13,240) as a chartable
deduction when figuring their adjusted gross income: When audited, the
couple made a number of claims. as towhy they should receive the deduc-
tion. Howewver, the .S, Tax Court and the Minth Circuit Sourt of Appeals

rejectad their reasoning on-all points.

Clocumentation regarding this cass is available by contacting Foursquare * Christian

Education af 828 6354534, ext. 4270,

Micahal Sklar, a cartified public
E accountant, filec his and his wifa's
- joint faderal incoma tax ratum and
daimed a charitable deduction:
The IRS audited their retum- and
detamminadthat all the deductions
qualified excapt for a S13.240

A math curiiculum that is govemed by a Biblical,
Christian philesophy of education forms a Biblical,
Chiristian world and life view in its students. It empha-
sizes mathematical thinking, logical reasoning, and
problem solving based upon the authonty of God's
Waord., This methodology helps students intemalize
truth, not just recalling facts to “pass the test.” It culti-
vates the student's mastery of mathematical precepts
and requires the application of reasoning to problam
golving. It werfies God as the Great Mathematician.
The intemalization of prindples enables students to
interpret information using symbaolic statament, toana-
Iyze them, and to understand the precept.

ABiblical, Chiistian worldview holds that mathemat-
ics is the language spoken by God when He created
the physical universe, and its immutable laws reveal
the attibutes of his nature and character, When stud-
ied with the revelation of His Word, mathematics is an
expression of God's reasoning written in symbols by
man. Mathemafics. when studied in the light of God's
Word, is anessential tool for man in fulfiling God's
command to take dominion 1
over all the earth.

Excarpted from an arficle by Ar
Ricciardi, director of the Slater
Inslitute, from The Bridge,
May. Juns, July. 2004,
Ston=Bridge Schodl.

> WAS THIS LEGAL?

A teacher worked Tor a Christian schaol for four years under
one-year contracts each year. The school had a policy that
required employees to receive annual wrtten evaluations. The
teacher received “exoallent” evaluations for her first two years,
but no evaluations were paformed the last two years. At the
beginning of her fourth year, she missed about a month of school
because of a miscamiage. She announced later that spring that
shie was pregnant again. Two months later she was not offerad
a new contract. Mo explanation was givan.

Was thiz legal? Probably not. The school board and adminis-
tration prokably believes that the school is protected when it did-
m't offer a new contract becausea-all the schools' ohliga-

tions wara met under the old contract. Howewver, if the
decision to not ehire the teacher was based on a
discriminatory reason, the
school could b=
in big legal
trouble if the

teacher files a complain with the EECC or files a civil suit citing
digcimination law. For instance, when Congress passed the
Pragrancy Discrimination Act of 1878, anamendment to the Civil
Rights Act of 1564, it made it claar that it i= illegal for employers to
discriminate against women because of pregnancy, childbirth, or
related medical conditicns. Since the school didn't follow its own
evaluation policy, it would have difficulty establishing a nondis-
criminatory reason forthe nonrenewal, such as unsatisfactory par-
formance by the teachear. & jury would likely side with the teachear
if this became a court casa.

This story is based on an actual call to the Association of
Christian  Schools International  legal office. ACSl and
Fourzquara Chiistian Education recommends that schools: use
caufion evan when using one-year employment contracts with
faculty, Be sura not to digcriminate in personnel decisions basad
on pregnancy issues. Follow your school policies consistently.

Source; ACSI Legal’Legislative Ulpdate, Fall 2003
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LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT

LY NN SAWYER
IsawyerE foursquars.oig
Children's Trining Specialist

Cur newly established Mational Children's
Ministry Leadership Development Team recently mat
in Denver, Colorado to strategize, plan, and initiate
CM Leadership Conmnections, In response o the
requests and needs of our growing districts, and in
accordance with aurvision to support and equip chil-
dren’s ministry leaders, several of our districts
throughout the country will host Connections (CM
Leadership Fetreats) this year. Partnaring with
Faursquare Christian Education, each of the retreats
will be district-led and district-distincfive.

The mission statement for our Mational CM
Leadership Team is leaiah 58:11 12, Qur vision s
that every children's minister will 1ay hold of lsaiah's
prophecy, hose from among vou wil raise wup the
foundations of many genarations.” The Lord has
promisad us guidance and an endless provision of
strength to reach children for the Kingdom! Qo
passion and purpose is to provide opportunities for
children's ministry leaders to develop relationships
and networking resources. We want to sea leadars
fully empowered to develop and fulfill personal
ministry calling.

2 CHILDREN'S MINISTRY |
- 1IP CONNECTION |

Cynthia Brandt, Children's Pastor st Grealay
Foursquara and District CE leader for the Rocky
Mourtain Distict in Colorado, writes, "Children's min-
istry iz vital to the life and health of cur churches, Ta
ensure gtrong ministry to children, we must have
healthy children's ministry leaders. We musl connect
our leadaers with others who will encour-
age, understand, hold accountable,
and shara like wision through
meaningful, healthy  relation-
ships. | need those Kinds of
relationships. CM Leadership
Connections is the founda-
tion for building thess types of
relationzhips in my districl,
Whenevaer | am able to
spend time with other CR
leadars, | am encouraged,
challenged, and validated.”

& CHILDREN'S MINISTRY:
PASSION AND PURPOSE

Far children, tha eady years hold the promise of spiitually defining
moments. Bama Research Group reported from a nationmwide survey that
children-aged 5 through 12 have a 82% probability of accepling Christ as
their Savior, Evary other age group through to adult had, at best a 4%- 6%
probability of making that choics,

Thesa are the vital years. Growth, physical, emotional, and moral dewel-
opmeant are all important, but spiritual development is foundational. Childran
nesd our help if they are ta grow up as fully devoted followsars of Jesus.
Children's miniatry hasto encourage kids to live by the Spit and search out
God's answers to modem challanges inthe Bible, and we have to make any
‘hands on' approach to the Bible easy to use,and fun.

Sue Penson, Children's Pastor (with her hushand Richard) at Weymauth,
MA Foursquare and Distict CE leaders for the Southem New England
District remembers, Years befora
we wara drawn into children's min-
istry, God gave me a vision of Him
taking off the church roof and mow-
ing us out into the community. This
has started to ba a reality with tha
midwesk Kidz' Kluk growing from
Good News Bears and, literally,
mowing from the chorch gym oot to
a local condominium com plex. Wa
have 70-80 Kids, and more than
half-are unchurched. God has a
passion o ses children come to know Jesus, and we are catching that vision,
Where we ana going i more impartant than where wa've coma from. Who
werare building is more important than what we are boildling.”

b J (ﬂﬂ CONNECTTONS:

The Kile High and Rocky Mountain Districts will host the first CAd
Conpections in° Colomdo Springs, Aprl 30 — May 1 with the theame,
Comecting Vision with Passion. Southern New England District
Supervizor, Pastor John Hatcher and CM Training Specialist, Lynn
Sawyer will address the keynote theme, Exciing Times of Efemal Value,
al Connections in Massachusettz on May 14 & 15, Details will be forthcom-
ing for Connections in Hilo, Hawaii on June 25 & 25 hosted by the Pacific
Rim and Mid-Pacific Districts.

The following Conmections have unconfirnad dates and are in the plan-
ning stages: North Carolina & South Carolina Districts, September 23 —
25, Willamette & Cascade Districtz, October 11 — 13; Columbia &
Mount Hood Districts, Movermnber 7-9, and the Ohio Districts, the first or
sacond week of Movember.

Pleaze refer to cefoursquare.org for updates on these Conneclions,
and for details on events in your area, For further information on
Connections, contact Lynn Sawyar at lsawyerd foursquare.org or toll-free
at BES.G35.4234, ext. 4270,
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CHILDREN'S EVANGELISM

PAUL DURIS
Eﬂﬁg?en's Eﬁ#;?@%gﬁpedalm

Kid=s in Hackettstown, Mew Jersey are changing their word,
These kids live out what most of us just talk about. They take
their call from Jesus to “Go into all the world” sahously. | espe-
cially love the story about the "God's Most Wanted® list of bul-
lims. | think that list deeply touches the heart of the Father. Read
on as Evy Gallik, Children's: Pastar at The Gatherng Place
gives the details...

Here's an exceptional idea from Evy and the
kids in Hackettstown:

really tough kids from all the schools who regu-
larly torment the other kids. We learned about
“blessing those who persecute you,” and our
kids began praying for these bullies. Of the 12
kids they've been praying for on our list, 4 have
come to Jesus!

We made a “God’s Most Wanted List” with the \

We are a faily small church with about 30 children in grades
1-6. Last summer we challenged kids to lead 50 of their friands to
Chrigt. Cur kids wrote down the names of their unsaved friends on
little cards with pictures of fish on them. We put all the "fish” into a
fishbowl, Each time we gettogather, we have an Opearation Kid
Mat time where the kids =hare testimonies, discuss evangelism
strateqies and pray for their friends. As kide give testimonies abouot
leading their fiends to Christ, we take the friend’s name out of the
fishbowl and placa it into fishing net. We pray for the newly saved
kid and have a time of thanking the Lord for what He's done.

YWE HAVE 45 FISH IN THE NET!

It's really been astounding. COne girl prepared a PoweaPoint pras-
entation with the main points of the gospal o show o her fiands
at her public schaool during recess. At another public school, kids
who misbehave are not allowed to go out on the playground dur-
ing recess. One of our boys, although allcwed o go out during
recess, stays behind with his Bible and ministers to the “bad” kids.
All of our kids are purposaly seeking out the kids that nobody likes
andare becoming friendswith them. Cne of our girls lad a girl from
aspecial edclass to Jesus, She told har about how God made her
perfect and about how much He loves her just the way sheis.

Thanks: so much for Operation Kid Met; it's bean
an amazing blessing to ourchurch and our Kids!

Evy Gallik, Children's Pastar
The Gathernng Place, Hackettstown, Mew Jersay

Operation Kid Met is a resourca that helps churches across the coun-
try mobilize kids on a mission to meach their fiends. Our new
Operation Kid Met DVD project is currently in the aditing room with a
releaza date of Spring 2004, This DVD will help us share faith-build-
ing stoties from churches like this one'in Mew Jersay a5 wall s help
us train leaders and kids to be great fishers of men.

You can ardar a “free” Oparation Kid Net-Stater Kit for your
church by going online to e.foursquare.ang. Look for thesa
resources undar children's ministry,
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CHILDREN’'S CAMPS

__ WHY CHILDREN'S CAMPS?

MARTHA-DALE LESMES
milesmes&foursquare org
Children's Camp Specialist

Someone recenty asked me why we
should have Christian camps for children.
The question fioorad me at first becauss
my life has been so impactsd by camps |
couldn't imagine amyone questioning the
validity of the camping exparence. |t i a
valid question worth a thoughtiul response.
Allew me to share why | think we should
have children’s Christian camps:

« Christian camping most often targats
the 81% of Christians who give their life
to the Lord before the age of 18,

= Christian camping appeals to the saved
and non-saved =o it is a ministry that

both evangelizes and disciples,

» At camp kids have the opportunity to
meet Jesus inanenvironment that is free
from the distractions of evaryday life.

* Kids spend mone concentrated time
growing in Christ at camp than through-
ot the remainder of the year in church.

* Christian camping combats. the secular
wiirldview and shows kids that Christians
lencww how to have good dean fun!

« At camp, kids enjoy fellowship with
beligvers from other churches which
expands theirview of the Body of Chiist.

+ Christian camping initiates haalthy rela-
tionships with adultz and ofhar kids that
result in discipleship and mentoring:

Az a Children’s Ministry Director or
other pastoral member, you must decide

whether or not to paricipate in vour dis-
tricts children's camp. Camps are bag'in-
ning to gear up and registration forms will
ba going out soon. Camp raquires a com-
mitment of ime; personnel -and finances
that may challenge those who you vk
with in ministry. May | encourage you that
the incomveniences will seem

minirnal when compared to the
rewards wour Kids will expern-
ance. I'm looking forward: to
hearng what God accom-
plishes in our kids during
this camping season.

Far resourcs information about
Foursquare Children's Camps,
please visit .cefoursquare.org,
and dick on chiklren’s ministry
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